EARLY AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: FROM SLAVERY TO EMANCIPATION

                                                                                                                                     Fall 2009

Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Tues, Thurs: 1:10-2:30                                                                                                                               

RBH 109

Office Hours: Mon, Wed, 9:30-11:00 Tues, Thurs, 10:30-12:00, and by appointment

O’Connor House No. 205

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu (I reply to email between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

In August 1619 “twenty and odd negars” were traded for food by the crew of a Dutch sailing vessel. That commercial transaction represented the first recorded incident of a permanent African presence in America. Over the next 146 years this population of Africans would grow to create a Black population of over four million. The overwhelming majority of this population was enslaved. This course will be an examination of those enslaved millions and their free black fellows, who they were, how they lived, and how the nation was transformed by their presence and experience. Particular attention will be paid to the varieties of Black experience and how slavery and the presence of peoples of African descent shaped American social, political, intellectual and economic systems. Students will be presented with a variety of primary and secondary sources materials; timely and careful reading of these sources will prepare students for class discussions. Students will be confronted with conflicting bodies of evidence and challenged to analyze these issues and arrive at conclusions for themselves.

REQUIRED READINGS
*Textbook: Darlene Clark Hine, The African American Odyssey, vol. 1 to 1877 
*Olaudah Equiano, Life of Olaudah Equiano 

*Eugene D. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made 

*James L. Roark and Michael P. Johnson, Black Masters 

*Gary Nash, The Forgotten Fifth 

*James M. O’Toole, Passing for White: Race, Religion and the Healy Family, 1820-1920 

*Articles placed on Reserve on Moodle course website

COURSE WEBSITE
Location: www.moodle.kenyon.edu

Password/Enrollment key: hist175

EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 10%
2. Mid term examination (short answer/identifications and an essay question) 25%
3. Research Proposal 15%

4. Critical Essay 20%

5. Non-cumulative final examination (short answer/identifications and an essay                                                                     

    question) 25%

6. Film Quizzes (two quizzes, 2.5% each) 5%

GRADING SCALE
96 and above = A+

93-95 = A

90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+

84-86 = B

81-83 = B-

78-80 = C+

75-77 = C

72-74 = C-

69-71 = D+

66-68 = D

63-65 = D-

Below 62 = F

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Two episodes of tardiness will constitute an absence. Roll will be taken and more than three unexcused absences during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter from your final grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss it. The class participation grade will be based on student participation in Socratic dialogues. Socratic dialogue consists of the instructor questioning individual students on assigned readings. To receive full credit for class participation students must be prepared for these dialogues and engage in them regularly and productively. Students who have not done the assigned reading and are not prepared to engage in dialogue will be asked to leave the class for that session. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

ASSIGNMENTS
Research Proposal: Each student will be required to submit a research proposal on a topic of their choosing. The subject of the proposal must be a person, event, or issue in African American history that appears or occurs during the time period covered by this course, 1619-1877. This proposal must include a thesis or argument that you would advance if you actually had to write a paper based on this proposal. This thesis will be described in the proposal’s opening paragraph. The remainder of the proposal will consist of an annotated bibliography of ten sources, five primary sources and five secondary sources. The bibliography must adhere to the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style or Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. (The latest editions of both works should be used. They can be found at Olin Library.) The assignment will be graded for grammar, clarity of thesis, and thoroughness of annotation. Detailed guidelines and sample annotations can be found on the Moodle course page. This assignment is due on October 2nd at 12:00 P.M. (Noon)
Critical Essay: Each student will be required to submit a 6-9 page double-spaced critical essay based on primary sources. (Primary sources are on the course website) These primary sources will provide opposing viewpoints; the student should compare and contrast these arguments with each other and craft a concluding summary that provides the student’s view as to which argument/point of view is most convincing and why. Detailed guidelines for this assignment are posted on the course website. This assignment is due November 13th at 12:00 P.M. (Noon).

Film Quizzes: There will be two short quizzes on the films Amistad and Glory. These films are on reserve at the Olin Audio-visual Center and will be viewed at the student’s convenience. The quizzes will be taken on the course website. The first quiz is due on Oct. 29th by 1:10 P.M. The second quiz is due on November 19th by 1:10 P.M.
Formatting Requirements for Writing Assignments: Students will write their papers using a 12 point Times New Roman font, with page margins of one inch on the top, bottom and both sides of each page. Each paper must have a cover page and each page must be numbered. Points will be deducted for failure to adhere to these style guidelines. Grammar, spelling, and usage will be graded. One-quarter point will be deducted for each error, up to ten points. There will be a two-point deduction for each page above or below the required page limits. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Late Work: Each student will be allowed seven late days to apply to the due date of any paper. (These late days do not apply to exams, quizzes, or discussion questions/postings.) For example, one paper can be turned in 7 days late, or one paper can be turned in three days late and a second paper four days late, etc. Late assignments received after the seven late days have been used will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at the due hour. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. (The instructor and student will agree upon the length of any extension of deadlines that result from written excuses.) Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy.

Examinations:  Students should arrive on time. The instructor will provide blue books.  Failure to attend the mid-term examination without prior notice/permission will require the student to provide a note of excuse from the Dean of Students or Dean of Academic Advising in order to schedule a make-up examination.  Permission to take the final examination on a date or at a time other than that scheduled must be obtained from the deans. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of the Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A link to the 2009-2010 Course of Study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty is on the course webpage and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any concern students may have on these issues. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

COURSE SCHEDULE

See course website for week-by-week schedule

EXAMINATION DATES
Mid-Tern Examination: Oct 15 (1:10 P.M. THIS CLASSROOM)
Final Examination: Dec 19 (1:30 P.M. THIS CLASSROOM)

