Lesbian and Gay Cultures
Kenyon College
WMNS 121
Spring 2003
Instructor: Laurie Finke
Office hours: MWF 9:00-11:00 ; Other hours by appointment
Office: 10 Ascension
Phone: 427-5829
Email: finkel@kenyon.edu
Course Description: This course is designed to help the student develop a critical framework for thinking about issues relating to homosexuality and bisexuality, including such extremely important contemporary issues from coming out and dealing with homophobia to film criticism and the Holocaust. The course will take a broad view, examining homosexuality from legal, psychological, biological, cultural, ethical, and philosophical frameworks. We will look at the emerging fields of history of sexuality and "queer theory," out of which some of the most innovative and challenging developments in modern scholarship are arising.
This course is intended to help students evaluate and improve critical analytical skills, and apply them to issues relating to sexuality. The emphasis is on how, not what, to think. That is to say, everyone's opinion and point of view will be respected in lectures and class discussions, but we will be challenging each other to examine critically the processes by which we reach and hold opinions.
This course satisfies a requirement in the Women's and Gender Studies Concentration. For further information contact Laurie Finke (finkel@kenyon.edu)
Objectives:
1) To develop an understanding of the complexities of human sexuality, complexities that go beyond the culturally constructed division between heterosexual and homosexual.
2) To describe the development of unique gay and lesbian subcultures and understand their historical development and their cultural situatedness.
Class Format: This class will be student driven. This means discussion and even leadership by students is built into the course. My job is not to fill your minds with information. My job is to provide you with the tools to process new information and to make up your own minds about the issues we raise. If you assume that you can passively absorb information in this course you will be sorely disappointed and the course will seem a disorganized mess to you. If, however, you participate fully and attempt to make order out of it, it will make sense and you will remember much more information than you would have through the passive method of teaching. Because this course is student driven, every student needs not only to attend class regularly but to contribute to the class's project of constructing knowledge. To this end, we will use several techniques to inolve members of the class in organizing knowledge:
Reading Strategies: Asking Questions
Study Guides: Members of the class will be responsible for creating study guides for each class. These guides will include summaries of readings, key concepts and terms, and questions for reflection and discussion. Click here for a schedule.
Required Textbooks:
Rita Mae Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle
Jeanette Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit
Kennedy and Davis, Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold
Harvard Law Review, Sexual Orientation and the Law
Stein, Mismeasure of Desire
Will Roscoe, The Zuni Man Woman
Calvin Thomas, Straight with a Twist
Some of the readings for this course will be on line. Our "textbook" will be Paul Halsall's web site People with a History. Underlining indicates online readings; you may access these from the online syllabus: http://www2.kenyon.edu/depts/wmns/Courses.
Other web sites of interest
Outreach Institute of Gender Studies
International Journal of Transgenderism (I especially recommend volume 4, no. 3 September, 2000)

Films
Before Stonewall, After Stonewall, Greta Schiller (1986); John Scagliotti (1999)
Celluloid Closet, Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Freidman (1995)
Tongues Untied, Marlon Riggs (1989)
Rope, Alfred Hitchcock (1948)
Paragraph 175 Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Freidman (2002)
You will be asked to hand in a brief 2-3 page discussion of each film, relating it to themes in the course.
Tentative Schedule
Please bear in mind that student driven courses almost always require changes in the syllabus from time to time, so keep yourself up to date about daily reading assignments. If you miss class you are responsible for any last minute adjustments in the schedule.
1.Tales of Coming Out
	Date
	Readings
	Guides

	January 14
	Identity Exercise
	Introduction

	January 16
	Readings: Boys Like Us (handouts); Heterosexuality Questionnaire
	Questions; Key Concepts

	January 21
	Film:Tongues Untied (Marlon Riggs)
	Questions

	January 23
	Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle
	Coming Out

	January 28
	Winterson, Oranges are Not the Only Fruit
	Coming Out

	January 30
	finish novels, Marc Greyling: INVENTING QUEER PLACE
	Queer space

	February 10
	Assignment #1 Queer Space
	 



2. Gay History I
	February 4
	Paul Halsall, People With a History: Introduction I-III; John Thorpe, "Social Construction of Homosexuality", Halperin and Boswell (on reserve); Plato's symposium
	Study Guide

	February 6
	Hallsall; Chapter 12 German Gay Rights Movement; Chapter 13 Nazis and the Gays; Paragraph175
	Study Guide

	February 11
	Boots of Leather;Slippers of Gold
	Study Guide

	February 13
	Boots of Leather;Slippers of Gold
	Study Guide

	February 18
	Before Stonewall: Newsletter of Washington Mattachine Society; Stonewall Links: Robert Amsel; Daily News; Pictures
	Study Guide

	February 20
	Film: Before and After Stonewall;
	Study Guide

	February 27
	Paper on Gay History
	 


3. How the Law Constructs Homosexuality
	February 25
	Sexual Orientation and the Law Sodomy Laws and Bias Crimes
	Questions; Study Guide

	February 27
	Sexual Orientation and the Law Employment and Schools
	Study Guide

	 
	Washington Safe Schools Project; Homophobia in Schools
	 

	March 1-15
	Spring Vacation
	 

	March 18
	Sexual Orientation and the Law Marriage and Family Law
	Study Guide

	March 20
	Paper on legal case due; New Cases
	 

	March 24
	Grammar Quiz Due
	 



4. Gays and Film
	March 20
	Film: Celluloid Closet
	Questions

	March 25
	Film: Rope, D. A. Miller, "Anal Rope"
	gays and film

	March 27
	Film: Rope
	 



5. How Science Constructs Homosexuality
	April 1
	Mismeasure of Desire
	Questions; Study Guide

	April 3
	Mismeasure of Desire
	Study Guide

	April 8
	Mismeasure of Desire
	

	April 15
	Paper on scientific article due
	 




6. Cross Cultural Approaches to the Study of Homosexuality
	April 10
	Roscoe, Zuni Man-Woman; Halsall, Chapter 17 Native American Societies
	Questions; Study Guide

	April 15
	Roscoe, Zuni Man-Woman; Genesis 1 from King James Version of Bible
	Study Guide

	April 17
	Roscoe, Zuni Man-Woman; International Journal of Transgenderism, vol 4, no.3
	 


8. Queer Theory
	April 22
	Straight with a Twist, International Journal of Transgenderism, vol 4, no.3; Queer Resources
	pictures, Definitions; Study Guide

	April 24
	Straight with a Twist, Article 1; Article 2; Article 3
	oral presentations on subcultures

	April 29
	Straight with a Twist, a pair of articles by Eve Sedgwick: Article 1; Article 2
	oral presentations on subcultures

	May 1
	Oral Presentations on subcultures
	 

	May 7
	oral presentations on subcultures; Final Project on Subcultures Due
	 


Miscellaneous Questions
Course Policies
Attendance:
Because this course will be student centered it is absolutely crucial that you attend every class. Your contribution to the course is important and only you can make this a worthwhile course. Whether you are present or not, you are , responsible for all material presented in class, including announcements about course procedures or changes in course schedule. I will, however, try to email any changes to all class members via distribution list when necessary.
Evaluation:
	Class Participation
	15%

	Queer spaces Paper
	15%

	History Paper
	15%

	Law Case paper
	15%

	Scientific Paper
	15%

	Subcultures Project
	25%

	Total
	100%


Class Participation will be based reaction papers and film response papers; there will also be quizzes from time to time

For a discussion of the evaluative criteria used for grading papers in this course, click here.
For a list of common grammatical errors, click here.
For two web sites that discuss the process of revision, click Style or Revision
See also Revising and Editing Questions
For help in the research process, in locating information, evaluating, making effective use of, and citing that information please consult the Five Colleges of Ohio Information Literacy Tutorial.
How To Cite Web Sources
No late papers will be accepted. Get them in on time. It is my policy to make papers due on days when we do not have class so that you can keep up with class readings. Computer-related failures such as crashed hard drives, power outages causing disk corruptions, etc. are not excuses for late papers. Back up your work regularly.
All the above work must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course, regardless of lateness. Unexcused late course work will lose 10% of its points for each weekday that it is late.
Arrangements for "excused lateness" must be made in advance and approved by the instructor.
Academic Honesty: It is the responsibility of every student to familiarize him or herself with the contents of the Student Handbook 's discussion on academic honesty. I will use these guidelines in determining if you are being dishonest and will adhere to the prescribed procedures and penalties.
PLAGIARISM: What It is and How to Recognize and Avoid It. Click here
Disability Statement: If you have a hidden or visible disability which may require classroom or
test accommodations please see me as soon as possible during a scheduled office hour. If you have not already done so, you must register with the Coordinator of Disability Services (Erin Salva, salvae@kenyon.edu, x5145),
who is the individual responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. All information and documentation of disability is strictly confidential. No accommodations will be granted
in this course without notification from the Office of Disability Services. 

