WMNS 111: Introduction to Women's and Gender Studies
(1/2 unit)

Finke
This course is designed to help students develop a critical framework for thinking about questions relating to gender, including such important contemporary issues as sex discrimination and harassment, women's health, and developmental issues. In addition, the course will introduce students to the interdisciplinary field of women's and gender studies, out of which some of the most innovative and challenging developments in modern scholarship are arising. Emphasis will be placed on women's significant contributions to knowledge and culture. The course is organized around a series of cultural artifacts which students will examine for what they say about a particular culture's organization of gender. Artifacts may include contemporary legal cases, such as Sears v. EEOC, or cases involving gay parents’ custody of minor children, films like "Daughters of the Dust," historical documents, or diagnostic tools like the DSM-IV. The emphasis will be on developing students’ critical thinking and research skills. Enrollment limited. Syllabus.
