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This is an attempt to articulate how I, as a teacher, evaluate the work you submit for a grade. Work might take many forms from research papers to web pages.
A Range:
Originality of Claim: The author develops an authentic, fresh insight that challenges the reader's thinking. The paper shows a complex, curious mind at work.


Organization: The work is organized in a way that fully and imaginatively supports the claim or purpose. The sequence of ideas is effective, given the writer's thesis and purpose. The reader always feels that the author is in control of the organization, even when the organizational plan is complex, surprising, or unusual. The subpoints serve to open up and explore the author's insight in the most productive way.

Support: The author offers the best possible evidence and reasoning to convince the reader. No important pieces of available evidence and no important points or reasons are omitted. It is clear that the author is very well informed, has searched hard and effectively for appropriate evidence, and has thought about how evidence may be used for the argument. Evidence presented is always relevant to the point being made. Through telling detail, the author helps the reader to experience what she is saying. In addition, the writer clearly shows how the evidence cited relates back to the original claim.

Use of Sources: The writer has used sources to support, extend, and inform the ideas but not to substitute for the writer's own development of an idea. The writer has effectively combined material from a variety of sources, including, as relevant and needed, personal observation, scientific data, authoritative testimony, and anything else called for. This does not mean that a writer must always use a certain number of sources. Need and relevance should be the determining factors. The writer uses quotations to capture a source's key points or turns of phrase but does not overuse quoted material to substitute for the writer's own development of an idea. Quotations, paraphrase, and citation are handled according to accepted scholarly form.

Ethos: The writer creates a "self" that sounds genuine, that is relevant to the writer's purpose, and that is consistent throughout the essay. The writer owns the material and ideas.

Style: Language is used with control, elegance, and imagination to serve the writer's purpose. The essay, when read aloud, pleases the ear.

Edited Written Standard English (ESWE): Except for deliberate departures (quoted speech, humor, etc.), the writer uses ESWE forms of grammar, punctuation, spelling, and syntax. For a review of common errors in ESWE,click here.

Presentation: The essay looks neat and professional.

B Range
Falls shory of the A range in one or more ways.

C Range
Originality of Claim: The thesis may be obvious or unimaginative.

Clarity of Claim and Purpose: The thesis and purpose are unclear to the reader.

Organization: The essay is not organized in a way that supports the thesis and purpose. The sequence of ideas is in some way ineffective, given the writer's thesis and purpose. The reader feels the writer is usually in control, but not always. Subpoints do not always explore the writer's insights in a productive way. Evidence is presented, but not always linked back to the claim.

Use of Sources: The writer has used sources somewhat effectively to support, extend, and inform the ideas but occasionally those sources substitute for the writer's own ideas. Perhaps the writer overuses quotation. Quotations, paraphrase, and citation are not always handled consistently according to acceptable scholarly form.

Ethos: The writer's creates a "self" that is not always genuine, relevant to the writer's purpose, or consistent.

Style: :Language is used competently, but is sometimes awkward. There are a few sentences that confuse the reader or are incomprehensible.

ESWE: There are more errors of grammar, punctuation, spelling, and syntax than there should be. More than 2 departures from ESWE per page (students for whom English is a second language may be excepted from this requirement after consultation with instructor): sentence construction, spelling and typos, use of apostrophe and plural, ESWE verb and pronoun forms, agreement between subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent. For a review of common errors in ESWE,click here
Presentation: The essay looks neat and professional.

D-F Range:

Any one of the following may result in a D or F.

The thesis is obvious, cut and dried, trite.

The reader cannot determine the thesis and purpose.

The organization is not clear to the reader.

The organizational plan is inappropriate to the thesis; it does not offer effective support or explanation of the writer's ideas.

The writer offers little or no effective support for the ideas; evidence offered is not linked back to the claim.

The writer has neglected important sources that should have been used.

The writer has overused quoted or paraphrased material to substitute for the writer's own ideas.

The writer has used source material without acknowledgement. (This may also result in the kinds of penalties attached to plagiarism. Consult Student Handbook).

The language is so muddy that frequently the reader is at a loss to understand what the writer is trying to say.

The use of ESWE falls below the standard established above for a C. For a review of common errors in ESWE,click here. 

