Kenyon Descriptions

These descriptions of the College may not fit all purposes, but they are serviceable summaries
covering many of the elements that define Kenyon and make it distinctive.

Long Description
(150-200 words)

Kenyon College is a nationally prominent
liberal arts college where academic excellence
goes hand in hand with a strong sense of
community and close relationships among
students and professors. Highly selective

in admissions, the College attracts talented
young men and women from all fifty U.S.
states and more than two dozen countries.
The 1,600 students benefit from Kenyon’s
small size: the student-faculty ratio is 10 to 1,
and the most common class size is 15. The
College prides itself on its faculty, accom-
plished scholars whose first priority is teach-
ing and who regularly involve students in
collaborative research. The curriculum is
grounded in the traditional liberal arts and
sciences but includes a number of interdisci-
plinary programs and many opportunities

to study abroad.

Founded in 1824, Kenyon is the oldest
private college in Ohio. The thousand-acre
hilltop campus, considered one of the
country’s most beautiful, is on the National
Register of Historic Places. Since the found-
ing of the Kenyon Review in 1939, the College
has enjoyed a strong reputation for literary
study. Originally an all-male school, the
College welcomed women students in 1969.

Through its alumni, Kenyon has made its
mark on the world. Notable Kenyon gradu-
ates include Edwin M. Stanton, Lincoln’s
secretary of war, and President Rutherford B.
Hayes. The poet Robert Lowell and the
novelist E.L. Doctorow are among a number
of prominent writers who graduated from
the College. Kenyon also numbers birth-con-
trol-pill developer Carl Djerassi, Swedish
prime minister Olof Palme, and actor-philan-
thropist Paul Newman among its alumni.

Short description
(40-50 words)

Kenyon College is a nationally prominent
liberal arts college offering 1,600 students an
academically challenging curriculum in a
close-knit community. The College is
distinguished by the high quality of its faculty
and student body;, its small classes, many
opportunities for collaborative faculty-
student research, and the exceptional beauty
of its historic campus in central Ohio.
Founded in 1824, Kenyon counts among its
alumni such notable figures as President
Rutherford B. Hayes, poet Robert Lowell, and
actor-philanthropist Paul Newman.





