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As a new academic year begins, so begins a new year in the development of Kenyon’s next comprehensive campaign.  The Executive Committee of the Faculty has asked me to spend a few minutes at the upcoming faculty meeting to brief you about the campaign as it is now taking shape: the progress we have made to date and the priorities we are now testing with donors, particularly those that relate to the academic program.  

During the past two years, numerous faculty members have served as invaluable advisors and advocates for the campaign.  In 2004-2005, more than 60 members of the faculty appointed by President Nugent participated in planning activities, including “Presidential Conversations” about key academic and student life issues relating to future fundraising, and five campaign work groups that prepared recommendations for campaign funding for the Board of Trustees.  These recommendations formed the basis for the campaign priorities that were approved by the Board of Trustees in October 2005.  A brief description of these priorities is attached.  I also include a copy of “The Essential Kenyon,” an essay by President Nugent that opened our case statement about these priorities to prospective donors.

The five-year campaign effort (2005-2010) begins with two “quiet” years, when the priorities for the campaign are formed and feasibility studies and initial conversations with key donors provide early indications about the responsiveness of our alumni body to fundraising proposals.  These “quiet years” make up the most dynamic period in campaign development, as our alumni begin to vote with their collective pocketbooks to support the issues they care about.  I’ll share more with you about our early, positive, strong results at our meeting.  This is also a period of adjustment, when campaign priorities can shift based on constituency input.  At the meeting, we will present a case in point: potential revisions to the proposed Center for Teaching Innovation that may offer more benefits to faculty and prove to be even more attractive to donors.

The campaign will conclude this formative phase in June 2007, when we will announce to the Kenyon community, including our 16,000 alumni, the final campaign priorities and our success to date.  I am grateful to the many faculty members who have already been great partners in helping us envision this funding agenda, and, in many cases, being part of the conversation with potential supporters.  In the months ahead, I look forward to talking with many more of you about what we hope to accomplish.  You, and the experience you have provided in the classroom, are the reason alumni reach back to Kenyon with support that can make our future even stronger.

The Essential Kenyon 

A message from President S. Georgia Nugent

When a college sets forth on a comprehensive campaign, it is also setting forth an agenda for the next decade.  The resources raised will fuel the future and make possible the advances the institution believes are central to its core identity, its excellence, and long-term health.  

Kenyon embarks on this campaign in a period of exciting momentum, a time of possibility—for students, for professors, for the campus we treasure. The wide-ranging discussions that shaped the campaign reflected this optimism. Over the course of a year, trustees, faculty members, students, alumni, administrators, and parents took stock of the College’s strengths and pondered avenues for future progress.  What emerged above all was the conviction that that Kenyon must focus its resources on those areas where it can truly excel, in a campaign in which the attributes that “make Kenyon Kenyon” will shine, like a jewel.

Three such features form the heart of this campaign: our superb teaching, our strong sense of community, and our commitment to making a Kenyon education broadly accessible. They are the values underlying all of our campaign projects.

I.  Teaching at Kenyon – rigorous, adventurous, intimately rooted in its connection between faculty and students – is our single most defining value and must be supported.

Every decision we make must protect and foster this value, which has distinguished Kenyon now and for almost two centuries.  A focus on teaching includes a commitment to funding excellence in our faculty through professorships, which provide a foundation for recruiting and retaining Kenyon’s best.  The College must also invest in those “teaching moments,” when faculty and students collaborate side by side, often one-on-one.  This emphasis on teaching excellence is also reflected in our proposed commitment to student/faculty research, endowing the enormously successful Summer Science program and similar summer research programs in the humanities, social sciences, and the arts.  Close scholarly collaboration of this sort can be truly life-changing. That defines Kenyon teaching at its best: it changes lives.

I also believe that every one of our faculty members should have the resources to launch intimate-scale student/faculty research, to present papers, and to undertake projects with students that grow out of classroom teaching.  This campaign will provide and endow these modest resources, called Faculty Venture Funds, which give each and every Kenyon professor the tools to enrich and expand his or her piece of the Kenyon academic experience.

Lean and close to the bone, Kenyon has not yet had the financial resources to provide for that most essential of investments – the investigation of new and better ways of teaching and new fields of inquiry: R & D, if you will.  Currently, the College has no way to advance teaching by testing a new major or developing coursework without taking the irreversible step of simply hiring faculty and staff and charging ahead.  This campaign proposes a better solution: provide a setting in which faculty could come together to develop, over three-year periods, new curricula, new student research, even new majors.  

Through this program, Kenyon would be equipped to produce the next American studies program, or neuroscience program, or environmental studies program, to enrich the curriculum.   We envision this occurring in a renovated space in the lower level of the library, a nexus where students and faculty can meet.  For smaller-scale innovations, the endowment of the Teaching Initiative Grants, now funded from the operating budget, will provide resources to purchase equipment or fund student travel, original productions or works of art, or visiting lecturers, all in support current teaching.

The value of endowment cannot be overstated in achieving these aspirations. By endowing existing professorships along with student research programs and faculty development, the campaign will remove a significant financial burden from our annual operating budget. Budget-relieving endowment serves the present, underwriting some current programs, freeing monies for others, and funding new needs or innovative ideas. It also serves the future, providing support in perpetuity for the learning environment that is so central to Kenyon’s identity.

Learning environments also have a physical dimension.  Great teaching is aided by great settings, from the majestic Philomathesian Hall to the sleek new labs in the Science Quadrangle.  Kenyon must not rest until all of its instructional facilities are equipped to support and inspire teaching advances.  We plan to address a longstanding need by funding the construction of new facilities for studio art and art history. These two dynamic majors, led by faculty members whose work is recognized internationally, are now housed in five aging and inadequate facilities scattered around the campus. Two new buildings will provide comprehensive instructional space for studio art, sorely-needed classroom and lecture halls for art history, and a flexible gallery space designed to host interdisciplinary exhibitions and events.  Far from an enclave for art specialists, the new buildings will become a new meeting ground for multiple departments, which will use the opportunities of visual media for new levels of teaching.  

II.  The Kenyon community fosters values of citizenship, relationship, and self-awareness that are cornerstones of adult life.

Whether they remember marching down Middle Path singing in the Fifties or a morning run to an Ascension classroom in the Nineties, alumni and students alike consider the scale and connectedness of our campus to be central to the Kenyon experience.  That deep-seated sense of relationship between architecture and hillside, pathway and lawn, village street and green quadrangle, all work subtly to promote the friendships and conversations that make life at Kenyon rewarding. The College’s leadership takes seriously the responsibility of stewardship for this sustaining environment.  That is why our recently adopted master plan affirms the importance of Kenyon as a “walking campus,” a vibrant village and student housing in a fully residential community.  

With this campaign, Kenyon will take a significant step in realizing the “walking campus” and will also improve our student housing.  First, we will restore the fully residential character of the College with new and renovated student residences.  Townhouse-style residences on the west side of the village are envisioned in our plan that will house up to 150 upper class students.  And, as the art department moves to new facilities, we will renovate historic Bexley Hall, returning it to its original purpose as a residence, this time for forty students. These improvements will ensure that all students can be housed on campus and will also provide relief from overcrowding in our other residence halls, enabling us to reclaim lounges that had been turned into bedrooms – and so reclaim community space. 

Second, we will enhance the vitality of the village center through projects designed to preserve the scale and friendliness of downtown Gambier. The new townhouses will be configured to promote Gambier’s distinctively intimate bustle. In addition, strategic upgrades of College-owned buildings in the village will enable us to encourage the establishment of shops and restaurants to meet student needs and make Gambier more welcoming to students and families. We have no interest in transforming the village into a major retail or commercial venue. What we seek is a revitalization of the historically inviting Gambier we love.

A third project focuses on Peirce Hall, our landmark dining facility and an irreplaceable community asset. While preserving the Great Hall and the other historic showcase spaces in Peirce, we will enlarge and refurbish Dempsey Hall, the dining facility that adjoins Peirce and shares its kitchen—and that now will emerge as a showcase in its own right. Moreover, a long-overdue renovation of the kitchen and storage areas will improve the efficiency and quality of our food service while facilitating the local food initiatives that have brought national attention to Kenyon. The renovation also includes the provision of handicap access, additional restrooms, and air conditioning.  Investments in the quality of residential life for students are critical to maintaining our already strong competitive position for admissions in a changing future. These essential improvements are designed to last for generations, ensuring that Peirce Hall remains one of the College’s central locations for community life.

While buildings provide the setting for community, it is only individuals who can build a community.   It is critical that the College instill the understanding that a community like Kenyon is not ready-made for consumers, but must be created and fostered through the continuing commitment and effort of all its members.  A Kenyon education can and should equip our graduates to contribute thoughtfully and effectively to the future communities in which they will live as adults.  During the past two years, I’ve placed a great deal of emphasis on the local aspect of citizenship through our relationships with Knox County and the very successful Food for Thought program.  We will continue these initiatives.  

At the same time, I believe we have a special opportunity at Kenyon to connect local engagement with global citizenship.  We must educate our students to look beyond themselves and consider their roles in an increasingly global community.  I am not alone in this conviction – the students are speaking through their academic choices already.  International Studies is one of Kenyon’s top majors.  Our foreign language programs, already more diverse than those of our peers, are oversubscribed every year.  Our junior year abroad programs are in high demand.  

Fortunately, Kenyon is meeting demand with quality.  Through a variety of area studies – international studies, Asian studies, American studies, environmental studies, the Rural Life Center– the College is preparing students for study abroad and field work effectively, so effectively that last year Kenyon was a national undergraduate leader in the number of Fulbright Scholarships awarded to graduating seniors.  For more than twenty years, the Kenyon Intensive Language Model has enabled students to attain remarkable levels of foreign language proficiency in just a year of study. 

We need to build this strength, by providing programs to unite these strong area studies more effectively with preparing our students for study abroad and integrating their experience abroad into their Senior Exercise.  Kenyon also needs to continue the trend of bringing the world to our campus through improved recruitment and support for international students, as well as through a greater ability to bring visiting international scholars to Kenyon.  Let me add that focusing on global studies is not a “nice to have” amenity.  The outstanding record we have established in language instruction and, most recently, in international research by our students, forms a foundation for a future locus of strength, one of those investments that is essential for Kenyon’s future.

III. The future of Kenyon and the continuing excellence of its student body depend on sustaining—and improving upon—a commitment to economic inclusiveness.
Over the past five years, Kenyon has been riding the crest of an admissions wave. The number of applications has doubled, and our acceptance rate has dropped from 66 percent to 36 percent. Never has the College been in a stronger position to recruit an able student body. But we owe this success, in part, to a demographic upsurge that will taper off in less than a decade. The next generation of prospective students will be smaller—and also, in all likelihood, less wealthy and more ethnically diverse. Now is the time to prepare for a more competitive admissions future. Now is the time to provide the resources that will enable Kenyon to sustain its academic excellence, whatever the admissions environment.

That is why the highest priority of this campaign is a dramatic increase in endowment for financial aid and scholarships. We will add $70 million to our financial-aid endowment, increasing it by almost 150 percent. This increase will generate over $3 million in new annual revenue, almost 5 percent of our operating budget and one-quarter of the operating funds now spent on scholarships. The overarching goals: to ensure that Kenyon remains affordable, to provide for long-term financial stability, and to free operating dollars now funding our aid budget.

In addition to enabling the neediest of our qualified applicants to attend Kenyon, the new endowment will support existing merit-aid programs, the most effective tool in recruiting middle-class students. The endowment will support our international-student aid program as well. Strategic increases in the College’s grant program will allow us to reduce student reliance on loans. It will also give us the ability to diminish the average debt load of our graduating seniors and their families, now one of the highest in our peer group. These investments, largely budget-relieving, will make a decisive difference in the quality and economic diversity of the students we recruit, now and in the future.

A Clarion Call

This campaign, more than any other in Kenyon’s history, is about building a strong future. The campaign priorities are a clarion call for that greatest of all our needs: the endowment. Fully $150 million of the $230 million goal will support endowment and annual operating resources, the first time that endowment has taken center stage in a Kenyon campaign. Our alumni, trustees, and other loyal supporters are united behind this approach. The entire Kenyon family knows that by bolstering the College’s financial resiliency, we can sustain teaching excellence and continue to recruit the best students possible.  With your help, we can go from strength to strength, making a great future possible by continuing to realize the enduring values that have defined Kenyon over its past two centuries.

CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES

I.  TEACHING AND LEARNING AT KENYON

Students and Faculty  

Recognizing student-faculty collaborations as a unique and distinguishing value, the campaign advances Kenyon’s student research programs in key curriculum areas. The campaign makes a commitment to excellence of its faculty by proposing the establishment of nine endowed professorships, the endowment of dissertation fellowships, the support of a new center for curricular development and a related endowment for teaching innovation, and professional development funds.

Fellowships for Student/Faculty Research




$8 million

Supporting learning beyond the classroom and professional development of students, these endowed funds will underwrite the successful Summer Science program and allow the College to extend that model to other areas of the curriculum, such as summer language study. Endowment may also provide funds for students to conduct research projects during the year and support travel to conferences to present scholarly papers.  A portion ($2 million) of this goal is budget-relieving.

Endowed Faculty Positions (5 existing)




$10 million

Endowed faculty positions, often honoring the work of distinguished professors, are a powerful tool in the recruitment, retention, and professional development of Kenyon’s faculty.  Five endowed professorships at $2 million each are sought, the income from each of which will provide budget-relieving support for a faculty member’s salary and benefits, as well as professional development and research activities.

Endowed Professorship in Film Studies (1 new)



$2 million

In response to burgeoning student interest and the development, across the curriculum, of popular film criticism and production courses, Kenyon plans to introduce an interdisciplinary film studies program that will work toward creating an academic major and minor.  An endowed professorship will support the director of the program, who will coordinate course offerings from a number of departments and expand the College’s initial offerings in film production. 

Endowed Fund for the Yarborough Dissertation Fellowships


$2.5 million

The Yarborough Dissertation Fellowships – which were given their current name in memory of the late Marilyn Yarborough, a Kenyon parent and trustee and a noted figure in higher education – provide opportunities for doctoral students from under-represented groups to spend a year at the College teaching a course and participating in other activities while completing their dissertation.  Through this program, Kenyon fosters the development of professors at the beginning of their careers, many of which continue at Kenyon, and greatly enrich the College’s teaching environment.  The endowed funds are budget-relieving.

Center for Teaching Innovation





$6 million

Building on the interdisciplinary strength of Kenyon’s curriculum, the Center for Teaching Innovation is Kenyon’s center for research and development for the future of its curriculum.  The program, consisting of three endowed positions, brings together three faculty members who will work together for a three-year period to develop new courses, a new way of teaching, student research programs, even a new major.  The center will also have a special role in fostering student/faculty research and professional development activities for other faculty, and will be located in a renovated space in the library.

Endowed Teaching Initiative Grants





$2.5 million

Complementing the work of the Center for Teaching Innovation, this competitive grant program offers faculty members the funding to develop new courses to be added to the Kenyon curriculum, and provides resources for equipment, visiting lecturers, site visits and original projects and productions.  This is a budget-relieving fund.

Endowed Faculty Venture Funds





$2.5 million

Supporting the continued development of faculty as scholars and teachers throughout their careers, individual faculty development accounts provide annual support for professional development activities and student/faculty research projects.  Funds from these individual accounts, currently $1,100 per faculty member, support travel for faculty and students to present papers at conferences, for continuing education, and for research expenses.  This is a budget-relieving fund.

Library Renovation 







$2 million

Selective renovation of Olin and Chalmers Libraries will improve accessibility to core library functions while opening up new spaces for faculty and students to study and collaborate in this central academic facility.  With the transition of the art program out of the Olin Gallery, the campaign proposes the reconfiguration of the entryway to Olin Library, moving circulation, reference, and computer helpline facilities to the main floor, making them handicap accessible.  New spaces vacated in the lower level of Olin and Chalmers will be reconfigured as faculty offices and the location for the Center for Teaching Innovation.  

Art at Kenyon 

The campaign proposes the construction of a comprehensive facility for the visual arts and an endowment that will fund incremental staffing, exhibition programming, and operation of the new facility.

Studio Art and Art History/Exhibition Building 



$29 million

This studio art facility will provide Kenyon’s exceptional program in studio art with spaces that fully support current and future requirements and replaces aging buildings distant from the central campus.  Specially equipped classrooms and seminar rooms, as well as shops and studios for drawing, painting, photography, printmaking, and sculpture are included in the building, as well as studios for the emerging field of digital and video art, a particular area of Kenyon excellence.  Faculty offices, a library, and a small exhibition area are included.

This art history wing of this building will unite art history classes, now spread across campus in makeshift facilities, into a purpose-designed facility.  Classrooms, seminar rooms, a large and small auditorium, and the college’s visual resources collection of slides and other materials are included in this building, as well as faculty offices and study areas.

Intended as a new crossroads of activity at Kenyon, the gallery and exhibition facility – the “hinge” between new facilities for studio art and art history – will be a multipurpose space focused on the visual arts.  The structure will house programs of interest to the entire community, ranging from high-quality shows of historical and contemporary art, to displays of faculty and student work, to interdisciplinary presentations rooted in the visual aspects of culture and society.  With both large and small galleries and other spaces adaptable to a variety of uses, including storage areas for the collection the College plans to develop, the building will serve not only as a living laboratory in which students will gain practical experience with the objects they study, but also as a destination for the campus population and visitors alike. 

Endowment for Arts Facility Operation and Programming


$10 million

As it raises funds for the new arts facility, Kenyon will also provide for its operation, programming, and staffing.  Annual income from the endowed fund will support staffing of the gallery and exhibition program with individuals who will also have a teaching role at the College; it will also underwrite the costs of exhibition programs, curatorial and collection management, and educational outreach programs.

Student Local and Global Citizenship

Building on existing strengths in international and local studies, these initiatives prepare Kenyon students to become informed and involved citizens of their local and global communities.  Proposed programming also provides the underpinning for established and growing parts of the Kenyon curriculum (particularly languages) and offers enhanced opportunities for integration of international study abroad in the curriculum.

Center for Local, Global, and Geographic Studies



$2 million

International Studies, now less than a decade old, is one of the College’s top five majors. Almost 30 percent of all Kenyon students participate in study abroad programs, including Kenyon-sponsored programs in Honduras, Italy, and England. All Kenyon students are required to study a second language while at the College.  The proposed center, located in the library, will focus on the preparation of students to fully realize their international experiences and use them for subsequent research.  By bringing together area studies – international studies, Asian studies, American studies, environmental studies, the Rural Life Center – along with Kenyon’s off-campus and international studies administrators, the College will also foster a new level of interdisciplinary collaboration in coursework and research.  Funds from the endowment will underwrite a coordinating faculty member (a geographer who will also teach Global Information System technology) and programming organized by participating faculty and students.

Endowed Fund for Enhanced Language Instruction


Goal: $3 million

Kenyon has a long history of innovation in language instruction.  In the nineteenth century, the College was among the first American institutions to offer studies in modern foreign languages for credit; in the twentieth century, it adopted a much-copied system of instruction, the Kenyon Intensive Language Model (KILM).  This fund will allow the College to develop programs in languages not currently offered, perhaps in cooperation with another institution or institutions, and to supplement instruction in languages already taught at Kenyon.  The College will also make provisions for self-instruction in languages not included in the regular curriculum.   

Endowed Fund for Visiting International Fellows

Goal: $2.5 million

Among the key initiatives of the Center for Local, Global, and Geographic Studies will be a program of international teaching fellows, who would visit Kenyon for varying lengths of time, from a few days to an entire academic year.  The ability to work directly with foreign peers will allow faculty members and students to address new issues in the classroom, to expand their knowledge of other cultures, and, for those who have been abroad, to build on their international experience.  These visiting fellows will enliven and broaden campus life, adding to the diversity that makes the environment at the College a stimulating one for the entire community.

II. STUDENT LIFE AND COMMUNITY

Enhancing Residential Life  

The campaign proposes two primary investments in the quality of student experience living at Kenyon by investing in new and expanded student residences and the renovation and expansion of Peirce Hall, the College’s primary dining facility.

Peirce Hall Renovation






$22.5 million

A historic center of student life at Kenyon, Peirce Hall will receive its first comprehensive renovation in almost 40 years through this campaign proposal.  The proposed expansion of the food servery, addition of both large and small dining spaces in adjoining Dempsey Hall, will provide the resources for greatly improved food service quality and efficiency, including the further development of the Food for Thought program.  The renovation will also provide air conditioning for the building, a longstanding deficiency, and will make the building fully accessible through main-floor restrooms and the addition of an elevator.  Late-night and alternative food service and entertainment options will be made possible by a renovated and expanded pub space on the lower level. 

West Village Townhouses






$12 million

New townhouse-style residences located on the west side of Gambier Village will provide much-needed spaces in one of the most desirable areas of campus.  The three-level townhouse units, which will accommodate a total of 160 students, will accommodate four students each in single rooms with a kitchen and common area.  The additional spaces gained through this construction will allow the College to eliminate triple rooms and begin to increase the number of singles available on campus.

Bexley Restoration







$4.5 million

Bexley Hall will return to its original purpose as a student housing facility, accommodating up to 40 students in the historic building that will be remodeled into suite housing, with the development of adjoining Colburn Hall as a multi-purpose recreation/event space.  

Town Center Fund







$5 million

This fund will provide resources to provide a greater range of services to students in Gambier Village, including expanded restaurant and small retail options.  Funds raised will provide underwriting for upgrade of College-owned buildings in the Village center area.

III. ACCESS TO A KENYON EDUCATION
Support for Scholarship and Financial Aid
$70 million
The campaign seeks to increase in endowment supporting the College’s financial aid programs from its current $50 million to a total of $120 million, with a primary emphasis on raising budget-relieving endowment support.  Presently, key areas in the financial aid program are not endowed, including Kenyon’s merit aid program, its support for international students, and emergency funds.  Additional resources, made available through budget relief or contributions for new initiatives, will be focused on increasing Kenyon’s grant dollars to provide competitive packaging to build enrollment by middle class students, and to reduce loans where possible. 

Scholarship Endowment

Fundraising for scholarship endowment will focus on funding budget relieving aid.  An influx of $70 million – almost a 150% increase in endowed financial aid funds – will ensure the stability of financial aid funds while releasing operating dollars now funding Kenyon grant programs.  Increased endowed resources will provide Kenyon with the flexibility to respond strategically to changing student demographics and financial aid needs. It will also enable Kenyon to sustain its historic commitment to providing 100% of documented need, thereby ensuring that students of all economic backgrounds can attend Kenyon.  $70 million in budget-relieving endowment would provide $3.5 million in annual endowed aid dollars, over 20% of the College’s entire aid budget.

IV.  OTHER CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES

Operating Support






$24 million
Each year, Kenyon relies on gifts from alumni, parents, and friends of the College to make up the critical difference between the actual cost of operating the institution and the income from tuition, endowment, and auxiliary enterprises.  Gifts (and matching gifts) made to the Kenyon Fund and the Kenyon Parents Fund, along with unrestricted gifts from corporations, foundations, and other sources, help to sustain a wide range of essential programs.  Such gifts to Kenyon totaled more than $3.9 million during the 2004-05 fiscal year.  In preparing its budget, the College assumes that income from these sources will grow by 5 percent annually.  Based on this assumption, Kenyon expects annual gifts to total at least $24 million over the course of the campaign.

The Philander Chase Corporation



$4 Million
Since its founding in 2000, the Philander Chase Corporation has been engaged in an effort to preserve the beauty and rural character of Gambier and the lands around it, essential elements of the Kenyon experience.  In just five years, the Philander Chase Corporation has secured conservation easements or titles to more than seventeen hundred acres of previously endangered land.  However, much remains to be done to insure the long-time survival of the area’s rivers and streams, its old-growth woodlands, and its fields that speak of the county’s agricultural heritage, all of which contribute in meaningful ways not only to the Kenyon ethos but also to the resources available for research and study by the College’s faculty members and students.  The Philander Chase Corporation seeks $4 million to acquire easements or titles on properties contiguous to Kenyon holdings or within view of the campus.  

The Kenyon Review






$5 million
This campaign will address the needs of the Kenyon Review, the “crown jewel” of the College’s literary heritage.  Now in is in a position of unprecedented strength as a result of endowment income and sales, The Review now functions independently of Kenyon’s budgetary support for the first time in its long history. The trustees of the Kenyon Review believe three goals are essential to maintaining the growth in quality and readership that have been characteristic of the Review and its programs in recent years—and that have drawn increasing national and international recognition to the magazine and the College.

Endowed Editorship







 $2 million

A $2-million endowment for the editorship of the Kenyon Review will function much the same as an endowed fund for a faculty chair, paying the salary of the incumbent and providing additional funds for research and travel.  Such an endowment will provide budget relief for both the Review and the College, by covering both the editor’s salary for his work with the magazine and the portion now paid by Kenyon to cover his teaching duties. 

Endowed Fund for Scholarships





$1 million

The summer programs of the Kenyon Review—Young Writers, a program for high-school students that attracts many top-notch students who later apply to the College, and the Writers Workshop, a program that attracts talented writers from across the country—have been boons to both the Review and Kenyon.  This year, while the Review spent $22,685 in scholarships to the Young Writers program and $5,925 in scholarships to the Writers Workshop, the demand far outstripped the available resources.  The $45,000 in annual income arising from this endowment will provide additional scholarship funds to allow the Review to make its programs accessible to a far wider range of participants.  

General Endowment







 $2 million

As of June 2005, the Kenyon Review endowment stood at just over $2 million, a remarkable sum helped along by the revenues from the enormously successful annual dinners at which the Review’s Awards for Literary Achievement are presented.  During the campaign, the magazine will seek to increase its general endowment to at least $4 million. While some of these funds will come from the annual-dinner receipts, which will be counted toward the campaign’s goal during its five-year duration, other gifts will be required as well.  Additional funds are needed to support several initiatives, including the return to quarterly publication and an increase in author payments to market levels, a crucial component of the Review’s plan to attract work by a greater number of nationally and internationally acclaimed writers.   

