Kenyon College




Opening Convocation
1:00 p.m. - Faculty Line Up on Middle Path
(Rain Site: KAC Tennis Courts)

1:30 p.m. - Procession Begins

Opening Convocation is the first of the five formal
ceremonies that frame the academic year at Kenyon
College. This ceremony is a deliberate reflection

of the graduation ceremony that students will go
through at the end of their Kenyon careers. Led by
the senior faculty marshal and the flags and banners
of the College, the incoming class processes down
Middle Path between two rows of faculty members
and administrators in full academic regalia as the
student Pealers ring the bells in the steeple of the
Church of the Holy Spirit.

During the ceremony, the class is presented to

the assembled members of the Kenyon faculty
and administration by the dean of admissions.
Welcoming remarks are given by the president, the
provost, the dean of students, and representatives
from both the student body and the Board of
Trustees. In homage to Kenyon’s historical ties to
the Episcopal Church, the opening and closing
ceremonies of the year include both an invocation
and benediction. In keeping with the College’s
commitment to being an open and inclusive
community, offerings from participating religious
leaders are consciously shaped to address a broad
audience of students and families.




Installation Ceremony
President Decatur’s Inauguration Weekend

October 26, 2013

This year, Kenyon

will have the extra
excitement of a formal
Inauguration Weekend
for our new president,
Sean Decatur. The
installation ceremony for :
President Decatur will be held on Saturday, October
26. E-mail announcements and posters advertising
myriad events to the Kenyon community will begin
to appear in early Fall!

Founders’ Day
October 31, 2013

Founders” Day celebrates the unbroken line of
people who have formed the College’s strong
foundation, and features the Matriculation Oath,

a vow taken by each incoming class to support the
College and one another. The Founders’ Memorial,
read by a member of the faculty, recalls Kenyon’s
founders and the faculty, staff, and students who
have contributed to Kenyon’s welfare through the
years. A short address is given by a member of

the faculty relating to an aspect of the College’s
history or traditions that may be unfamiliar to the
community. Those faculty members celebrating
their 25" year at Kenyon are awarded the Bishop
Philander Chase Medal. Following the ceremony,
the first year class plants a tree on the College
grounds to symbolize not only growth and
continuity but also, as the interests of the student
body evolve to reflect current
issues and global concerns,
the importance of preserving
. the campus environment for
future generations.




Honors Day
April 8,2014

- Honors Day is an annual celebration
of the remarkable achievements

and dedicated efforts of students,
faculty members, and others in the
community during the academic
year. It also serves as an occasion for
awarding honorary degrees to alumni and others
in the Kenyon family who have distinguished
themselves in their careers and in service to their
communities. Every major and discipline studied
at the College presents at least one prize to students
who have made noteable achievements in their
particular fields. While many of the students
honored with departmental prizes are members

of the senior class, numerous awards are given to
-- and, in some cases, designated specifically for

-- students in their first, second, or third year at
Kenyon. The Trustee Teaching Excellence Awards
are presented annually at Honors Day to two
members of the faculty -- one junior (with fewer
than ten years of service) and one senior (with ten
years of service or more).

Baccalaureate
May 16, 2014

Baccalaureate is traditionally a worship service at
which a sermon is preached for the graduating class.
In recent years, the College’s custom has been

to expand this venerable ceremony in ways that
highlight Kenyon’s academic mission and make

the occasion accessible to the broader College
community. Academic and spiritual texts are
chosen and read by senior
readers to represent an aspect
of their particular fields of
study or to speak on behalf of
communities of faith at Kenyon.




In place of a sermon, an address is given by a
representative of the College who has been selected
by a vote of the graduating class. The invocation
and benediction, which call to mind the historic
purpose of Baccalaureate, are carefully framed by
the participating religious leaders to reflect Kenyon’s
commitment to being an open and inclusive
community.

Commencement
May 17, 2014

Commencement is the formal academic ceremony
at which the graduates’ degrees are officially
conferred. It is a ceremony that includes practices
that are hundreds of years old, as well as traditions
that are specific to Kenyon College. Retiring faculty
members and other dignitaries receive honorary
degrees, and a speaker chosen with the help of the
senior class delivers an address. Commencement
festivities close with a picnic lunch for students,
families, guests, and the College community. (Keep
an eye out for the ticket e-mail for Faculty & Staff!)




Participating in
Ceremonies at Kenyon

While most employees who choose to participate
in ceremonies on a regular basis are faculty and
administrators, any employee of Kenyon is allowed
to participate in the formal processions, provided
they are willing to “suit up” in the appropriate
regalia. This includes visiting faculty and fellows,
adjunct faculty, and members of the staff, both
exempt and non-exempt.

For employees who are a little leery of joining the
procession as a rule, you may wish to consider a
“one shot” if you have a child in the senior class.
Employees of Kenyon may choose to hand the
diploma to their student in place of the President.

Participating Faculty and Staft should be arrayed in
their full regalia: robe, hood, and hat. If you do not
have regalia, please contact Pamela Faust.

Bookmark These Pages!

Keep track of ceremony dates and times, adjusted
class schedules - and special event child care, when
applicable! - by searching out the Commencement
pages on the Kenyon web site and checking out the
“Faculty & Staff Resources” section.

ALL THINGS CEREMONIAL
Contact Pamela Faust

If you have any questions regarding
ceremonies or regalia, please contact
Pamela at x. 5108 or faustp@kenyon.edu



