                                          History 408, Spring Semester 2007

Native Voices:  Self and Society through Classics in North American Indian Autobiography
Prof. Roy T. Wortman                                                         e-mail: Wortman@kenyon.edu

Office:  Bailey House 14 (south side outside entrance)      Hours:  Wed, 2-4.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Books:
William Apess, A Son of the Forest
Tiana Bighorse, Bighorse the Warrior
Charles A. Eastman, From the Deep Woods to Civilization
Basil Johnston, Indian School Days
Maria Campbell,   Half-Breed **
N. Scott Momaday, The Names

** The Bookstore lost this order when its computer crashed December 12th.   It is reordered and should be available for the seminar by early April.
And handouts and films, as available.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Requirements and Academic Standards: A seminar is not a passive spectator sport; it requires your full participation.  Your active involvement is crucial for the vitality and success of the seminar.  Given the nature of exchange between participants, credit cannot be given for missed classes.  My pet peeve is “country club syndrome.”  Individual course instructors cannot legally excuse students from missed class sessions; only the Dean’s Office is authorized to do that.  Final grades:  I do not give grades.  Students earn them.  I compute what you earn.  Final grades are computed on the basis of 1) participation and discussion, including a discussion lead-off presentation of a two-page reaction paper and three major questions relating to the reading of the day.  2) A reading analysis paper on Charles A. Eastman’s From the Deep Woods to Civilization, due in class on Feb. 21, and on any one other book from our reading list.  For reasons of fairness, the reading analysis papers are due in class the final day the book is discussed.  3) A research paper of twelve to fifteen pages, on a topic to be decided in individual conference with me.  To better help me prepare to confer with you, each student will submit a one-page word-processed ‘idea sheet’ prior to the meeting on Feb. 7th.  Research papers are due on (first option) April 18th, or (second option) Apr 25th.  A third and final option for submission of your papers is Friday, May 4th.   Papers submitted to me on or before April 25th will be returned to you within two weeks with ample written comments. I cannot accept papers via e-mail, fax, or US Mail.  Submit  a ‘hard copy’ to me and keep a copy for yourself.  Each component of the seminar counts as one-third of the final grade.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jan. 17th: 
Introduction to the seminar.  

Jan 24th.
“But he doesn’t sound like an Indian:” First Written Native Autobiography of the Nineteenth Century. The Protestant and Indian Voice of William Apess.  A Son of the Forest,   introduction, and 1-56.  Option of submitting reading analysis paper on Apess. 
Jan 31st.
A Different Context, A Different Way of Telling:  The Navajo Experience through the Eyes of Bighorse.  Bighorse  the Warrior, preface, introduction, and 1-98.  Option of submitting reading analysis paper on Bighorse.  Sign up for individual conferences in Bailey House 14, all afternoon, Feb 7th.  Due in class:  a one to two-page, word-processed idea sheet for your research paper.
Feb 7th.
Research paper individual conferences per sign-up schedule, in Bailey 14.  

Feb 14th.
From Indigenous Ways to Christianized Teaching:  The Journey of Charles A. Eastman, I:  From the Deep Woods to Civilization,  introduction, forward, and 1-75.

Feb 21st.
Trying to Find One’s Self Within:  Eastman’s Evolution.  Deep Woods, 76-end. All students:   Due in class:  Reading analysis paper on Eastman’s Deep Woods.

Feb 28th.
O, Canada:  Killing Them Softly? Making the Best Out of Missionary Education.  Johnston, Indian School Days, 1-122.

Spring Break March 3rd – March 18th.

Mar 21st.
Resisting the Residential School, II.  Johnston, 123-end.  Option of submitting reading analysis paper on Johnston.  Due in class:  tentative outline of your research paper.  Think of it as “a work in progress” which offers the seminar some idea of where you are going with the topic.  Make one copy for each member of the seminar.  Sign up for conference on Mar 28th, Bailey 14. 

Mar 28th.
Individual conferences all afternoon / evening  on the research paper outlines, Bailey 14.  

Apr 4th.
Prelude to Maria Campbell. The Process of Becoming:  Metissage and the Metis in Canada. 

Apr 11th.
Campbell, Half Breed, first half.

Apr 18th
Campbell, Half Breed, second half.
Option of submitting reading analysis paper on Campbell.  Option 1:  Submission of research paper, Apr 18th. 
Apr 25th.
Consciousness, History, Memory, and the Making of the Self:  N. Scott Momaday, The Names, 1-80.  Option 2:  Submission of research paper, Apr. 25th. 
May 2nd.
Streams of  History and the Presentation of  Self:  Momaday, II.  Option of submitting reading analysis paper on Momaday.  All students: brief oral synopsis of your research paper findings.
Third and final option for submission of research paper:  Friday, May 4th, no later than  4PM, to my faculty mailbox in Seitz House.
