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description

This course explores the development of modern international society from its historical roots in long-distance trade systems and empires up through recent globalization. We will examine the roles of industrialization, capitalism, nationalism, individualism and other elements of modernity in propelling and directing the flow of wealth, people and ideas between different regions of the world. In addition to studying general political and economic changes, we will also consider various local and personal perspectives, giving life to otherwise abstract forces and complicating attempts to construct a single overarching narrative of “modernization”, “Westernization” or “development”. Among the issues to be examined will be the causes and effects of international economic disparities, migration, telecommunication and the interaction of different cultures. In surveying major viewpoints and illustrative cases within these themes, the course is meant to serve as an introduction to International Studies, providing a foundation for further study of relations between different nations and peoples of the world.
requirements

The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 500, apportioned as follows: take-home essay exams for units one and two (100 points each), research paper for unit three (120 points), eight short reading responses or in-class exercises (10 points each), map quiz (20 points), completion of the IRB research ethics online course (20 points), and participation in class discussion (60 points). Classes will be a mix of discussion and lecture, with more discussion in some than others. Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another. 

In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed two “free” absences, but every absence after that will result in the loss of 5 points from the participation grade. It is the responsibility of the student to complete any in-class exercise that may have been missed due to an absence or failure to complete the assigned reading, whether excused or not. Such missed exercises can be turned in up to one week after the date when they took place, but if the absence was unexcused, they will receive a maximum of 7 points out of the possible 10.
The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 500, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

readings

The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class, and it is recommended that they be read in the order that they are listed. The texts for the course are mostly a mix of essays and case studies, along with a few primary documents and works of literature. The books are available for purchase at the Kenyon bookstore and on reserve at the library.

     Susanne Schech and Jane Haggis (eds.), Development: A Cultural Studies Reader (2002) 
 

     Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time (Penguin, 2006)

     Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild (eds.), Global Woman (2002)

     Tracy Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains (2004) 



     Hari Kunzru, Transmission (2005)

     Chinua Achebe, No Longer at Ease  (Anchor edition, 1994)

The other readings are articles and excerpts from various books, most of which are available as PDF files in electronic reserve (E-Res), designated by [R] in the schedule and located through the website at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepass.aspx?cid=3397>. The password to access the E-Res materials is dunia (“world” in Arabic, Turkish, Swahili and Urdu). Some of the readings are not on reserve but can be found as files in the class folder “INST 201 – fall 2009” located in the Kenyon computer network at: P:\Class\International Studies, and designated in the syllabus by [P]. Other  readings are journal articles that are available as PDF files through the LBIS website, found by searching for the journal or for the article itself, and designated in the syllabus by [L].
supplementary resources

There are several books in the reference section of the library that provide useful basic information on international topics, such as: 
Martin Griffiths (ed.), Encyclopedia of International Relations and Global Politics (JZ1160 E53)
Andrew S. Goudie (ed.), Encyclopedia of Global Change  (GE149 E47)
Ashbindu Singh (ed.), One Planet, Many People: Atlas of Our Changing Environment  
(GE149 O53)

Cheris Kramarae & Dale Spender (eds.), Routledge International Encyclopedia of Women 

(HQ1115 R69)
There are also hundreds of valuable websites dealing with a wide range of international issues. Among those that might be of particular use or relevance for this class are:
United Nations  <http://www.un.org>

Atlas of Population and Environment  <http://atlas.aaas.org>
Trade Stats Express <http://tse.export.gov>

BBC News < http://news.bbc.co.uk>
writing guidelines

construction of arguments

Ideas and information in written assignments should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples that support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Understanding of international society is based on multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of world affairs should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.

format for written assignments
The essays for the first two units and the final research paper should be typed, double-spaced, stapled and preferably printed on both sides of each page. No title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, title and date should be printed at the top of the first page.
Footnotes should be used when a quote is made from a source or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote. For further writing assistance, consult Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers, a copy of which can be found at the Info Desk in the library.

It is expected that all work that you turn in is your own and follows the general guidelines for academic honesty, as described on pages 24-27 in the Kenyon College Catalog for 2009-10. If you have any concerns regarding the quality or integrity of your work, you are encouraged to consult with Prof. Volz.

disability guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see Prof. Volz and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 
schedule of topics, readings and assignments
UNIT  ONE:  HISTORICAL  FOUNDATIONS  OF  INTERNATIONAL  SOCIETY
9/1
introduction  

excerpt from “The Meiji Revolution”  (video 93.0217)
9/3
interdisciplinary study of a multi-cultural and changing world

Eric Wolf, “Introduction”, in Europe and the People Without History (1982), 3-23  [R]


Edward Said, “Orientalism”, in Development Reader, 47-55


Stuart Hall, “The West and the rest: discourse and power”, in Development Reader, 56-64

9/8
long-distance trade and empires in the eastern hemisphere
Richard Hall, Empires of the Monsoon (1996), 77-93  [R]
Phillipe Beaujard, “The Indian Ocean in Eurasian and African world-systems before the sixteenth century” Journal of World History  16, 4 (2005) 411-465  [L]
9/10
European explorers and conquistadores

“The Portuguese seaborne empire in the Indian Ocean”, K. N. Chaudhuri, Trade and

Civilisation in the Indian Ocean (1985) 63-79   [R]


“Columbus journal”, extracts from Medieval Sourcebook (1996)  [P]

Alfred Crosby, “The Columbian voyages, the Columbian exchange, and their historians”, in 
Michael Adas (ed.), Islamic and European Expansion (1993), 141-164  [R]


“Spanish human rights debate”, excerpts from Sepulveda v. Las Casas  [P]


excerpt in class from The Columbian Exchange (video 93.0297)

9/15
trans-Atlantic slave trade and the African diaspora
Ivor Wilks, “The capture and travels of Ayuba Suleiman Ibrahima”, in P. Curtin (ed.),  Africa 
Remembered (1967), 34-59  [R]

Michael Gomez, “Prayin’ on duh bead: Islam in early America”, in Exchanging Our Country 
Marks (1998), 59-87  [R]
David Northrup, “Africans in Europe, 1650-1850”, in Africa’s Discovery of Europe (2002), 
141-185   [R]

9/17
global migrations and imperialism 

Timothy Hatton & Jeffrey Williamson, “Evolving world migrations since Columbus”, in 


Global Migration and the World Economy (2005), 7-30   [R]

Aristide Zolberg, “Global movements, global walls: responses to migration, 1885-1925”, 
in 

Wang Gungwu (ed.), Global History and Migrations (1997), 279-307   [R]


Robin Cohen, “Labour and imperial diasporas: Indians and British”, in Global Diasporas 


(1997), 57-81   [R]

9/22
industrialization and the “civilizing mission”


Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden”   [P]

Rudyard Kipling, “The Bridge Builders”   [P]


Michael Adas, “Attributes of the dominant: Scientific and technological foundations of the 

civilizing mission”, in Machines as the Measure of Men (1989), 199-236   [R]
9/24
modernization under colonial rule
Chinua Achebe, No Longer at Ease (1960)



{ essay on Unit One due Monday Sept. 28 }
UNIT  TWO: INTERNATIONAL  SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  DISPARITIES
9/29
defining “development”

Daniel Lerner, “The grocer and the chief”, in Development Reader, 3-10

Arturo Escobar, “The problematization of poverty”, in Development Reader, 79-92

James Ferguson, “The constitution of the object of ‘development’: Lesotho as a ‘less developed’ 
country”, in Development Reader, 93-102

Nanda Shrestha, “Becoming a development category”, in Development Reader, 103-114
10/1
inequality between nations

Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 5-50


John Passé-Smith, “Characteristics of the income gap between countries”, in M. Seligson 
and 
J. Passé-Smith (eds.), Development and Underdevelopment (2008), 11-30   [R]
browse Peter Menzel, Material World (1994)   [copies on reserve in library]
{ map quiz in class }
10/6
explaining “underdevelopment”


Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 51-73

Immanuel Wallerstein, “A world-system perspective on the social sciences”, British Journal of 
Sociology  27, 3 (1976) 343-352   [L] 

Lawrence Harrison, “What makes development happen?”, in Underdevelopment is a State of 
Mind (1985), 1-17   [R]
10/8
the triumph of capitalism

Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 109-187
Robert Weller, “Divided market cultures in China”, in Development Reader, 32-44
Stephen Haber, “Latin America’s quiet revolution”, Wall Street Journal (1/31/2009) W3  [P]
10/13

READING DAY     (no class meeting)
10/15
growth of social and economic disparities

Giovanni Arrighi, Beverly Silver and Benjamin Brewer, “Industrial convergence, globalization 

and the persistence of the North-South divide”, Studies in Comparative International 

Development  38, 1 (2003) 3-8, 16-27   [L]  

Tina Rosenberg, “Reverse foreign aid”,  New York Times Magazine (3/25/2007) 16-19   [P]

Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 188-209
Martin Ravallion, “Are there lessons for Africa in China’s success against poverty?”, World 
Development  37, 2 (2009) 303-313   [L]
10/20
disparities in health care 

Tracy Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains, 1-177

10/22 
disparities in health care, continued

Tracy Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains, 181-304
10/27
research workshop in the library 
10/29
conducting research on “the other”
Horace Miner, “Body ritual among the Nacirema”,  American Anthropologist  58, 3 (1956) 

503-507   [L]

Mark Israel and Iain Hay, “Informed consent”, in Research Ethics for Social Scientists (2006), 
60-76  [R]

Patrick Tierney, “The fierce anthropologist” The New Yorker (11/6/2000)   [P]
Maximilian Forte, “The Yanomami controversy”, Open Anthropology (2007)   [P]


{ certificate of completion of the online research ethics course due in class }
11/3
millennium development goals


Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 74-89, 210-287


browse website at <www.unmillenniumproject.org>
11/5
evaluating the effectiveness of economic aid
Jeffrey Sachs, End of Poverty, 288-368
William Easterly, “The big push déjà vu”  Journal of Economic Literature  44,1 (2006)

 96-105  [L]

Apoorva Shah, “Slamming aid”, Policy Review  155 (2009) 106-112  [L]
{ essay on Unit Two due Monday Nov. 9 }
UNIT THREE:  RECENT  GLOBALIZATION  AND  SOCIAL  CHANGE
11/10
end of the Cold War and founding of a “new world order”


Samuel Huntington,  “A universal civilization? Modernization and Westernization”, in 


Development Reader, 19-31
Francis Fukuyama, “After the ‘end of history’”, in The End of History and the Last Man 


(2006 edition)  [P]


Thomas Friedman, “It’s a flat world after all”, New York Times Magazine  (4/3/2005)  [P]

Leslie Sklair, “Competing conceptions of globalization”, Journal of World Systems Research
5,2 (1999) 143-163  [L]
11/12
nation-states and transnationalism – the case of human rights
William I. Robinson, “Beyond nation-state paradigms: Globalization, sociology, and the 
challenge of transnational studies” Sociological Forum 13,4 (1998), 561-594  [L]

reading on international protection of human rights  [TBA]

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (1948)  [http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr]
{ research proposal and bibliography due Monday Nov. 16 }
11/17
transnational corporations

Michael Maynard, “Policing transnational commerce” Journal of Business Ethics  30, 1 (2001) 

17-27  [L]

James Ferguson, “Governing extraction”, in Global Shadows (2006), 194-210  [R]


other reading on transnational corporations  [TBA]
11/19
globalization and the environment – the world’s oceans

Carl Safina, “Hong Kong”, in Song for the Blue Ocean (1997), 384-407

other reading on global responsibility for managing oceans  [TBA]
11/24, 11/26

THANKSGIVING     (no class meetings)

12/1
globalization and the internet
Hari Kunzru, Transmission
12/3
the internet and political mobilization
Diane Nelson, “Maya hackers and the cyberspatialized nation-state”, in Development Reader, 
257-269

Mamoun Fandy, “CyberResistance”, in Development Reader, 270-280

Herman Wasserman, “Is a new worldwide web possible?”, African Studies Review 50,1 (2007) 
109-131   [L]

excerpt in class from Afro@digital (DVD 09.0202)
12/8
migrant workers – the case of Filipinos
Barbara Ehrenreich & Arlie Russell Hochschild, “Introduction”, in Global Woman, 1-13

Arlie Russell Hochschild, “Love and Gold”, in Global Woman, 15-30

Rhacel Salazar Parreñas, “The care crisis in the Philippines: Children and transnational families 
in the new global economy”, in Global Woman, 39-54

Nicole Constable, “Filipina workers in Hong Kong homes”, in Global Woman, 115-141
Jane Margold, “Narratives of masculinity and transnational migration: Filipino workers in the 
Middle East”, in Development Reader, 182-193
12/10
migrant domestic workers in the U.S.

Susan Cheever, “The nanny dilemma”, in Global Woman, 31-38

P. Hondagneu-Sotelo, “Blowups and other unhappy endings”, in Global Woman, 55-69

Barbara Ehrenreich, “Maid to order”, in Global Woman, 85-103

Joy Zarembka, “America’s dirty work”, in Global Woman, 142-153
12/15 
transnational feminism

Saskia Sassen, “Global cities and survival circuits”, in Global Woman, 254-274
Kristen Ghodsee, “Feminism-by-design: Emerging capitalisms, cultural feminism and women’s 
nongovernmental organizations in post-socialist Eastern Europe” Signs: Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society  29, 3 (2004) 727-53  [L]
Uma Narayan, “Contesting cultures: Westernization, respect for cultures, and Third World 
feminists”, in Development Reader, 225-238


{ research paper for Unit Three due Monday Dec. 21 }
