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description


This seminar will explore major social and political changes that have taken place in South Africa since 1900 and examine different ways that those changes have been experienced and studied. From the time of European colonial conquest through the rise and fall of the apartheid state, a variety of competing groups emerged that eventually combined to form the nation of South Africa. That process was accompanied by recurring conflict, but with the end of enforced racial segregation in the 1990s and the introduction of democracy, South Africans have been re-examining their past in search of new narratives that might transcend the legacy of historic divisions. Through the study of scholarly works, primary documents, literature, and film, this seminar will explore the roots of modern South African society and the variable perceptions of that history.

requirements


 The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 300, apportioned as follows: discussion questions (50 points – 5 points each), two medium-sized papers (50 points each), a longer final paper (80 points), a short test on basic information about South Africa (20), and participation in class discussion (50). Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another. In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed one “free” absence, but any absence after that will result in the loss of 10 points from the participation grade.


The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 300, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

disability guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see Prof. Volz and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 

readings

The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class. The texts for the course are a mix of primary and secondary sources. A collection of document excerpts, a memoir and two novels by African authors are included in order to provide material from which knowledge of Africa’s past has been derived and to present a variety of individual perspectives on historical events. 


William Beinart, Twentieth-Century South Africa


William Beinart and Saul Dubow (eds.), Segregation and Apartheid in Twentieth-Century 



South Africa
John Williams (ed.), From the South African Past: Narratives, Documents and Debates
Solomon Plaatje, Native Life in South Africa
Peter Abrahams, Mine Boy  
Sindiwe Magona, To My Children’s Children
Phaswane Mpe, Welcome to Our Hillbrow 
Deborah Posel and Graeme Simpson (eds.), Commissioning the Past: Understanding 


South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
The other readings are excerpts from various books, which are available as PDF files in electronic reserve, designated by [E-res] in the schedule and located through the website at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepass.aspx?cid=1557>. The password to access the E-Res materials is amandla (the Zulu word for “power”).

supplementary resources 
There are several books in the reference section of the library that provide additional information on the culture, politics and recent history of southern Africa. These include:
Encyclopedia of African History (DT 20 E53)

Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century African History (DT29 E53)
African States and Rulers (DT31 S7859)

Encyclopedia of Africa South of the Sahara (DT351 E53)

Historical Dictionary of South Africa (DT1772 S38)

New Atlas of African History (G2446.S1 F73)

For more detailed information and analysis, students are invited to consult the works listed in the bibliographies of the readings, explore DT 700 through DT 2500 in the library bookshelves and browse journals in J-Stor and Academic Search Complete, especially the Journal of Southern African Studies and South African Historical Journal.
On the internet, a particularly good website dealing with the history of South Africa is <www.sahistory.org.za>. E-mail discussions, reviews and announcements regarding the latest scholarship on South Africa can be found at <www.h-net.org/~safrica>. For websites dealing with Africa in general, see the extensive lists of links compiled at <http://africa.msu.edu/resources.php> and <http://africa.wisc.edu/links/index.htm>.
For current events in South Africa, see reports from the Mail and Guardian at <www.mg.co.za> and from other newspapers at <http://allafrica.com/southafrica>. BBC News has a good webpage with news reports as well as links to South African media and other resources at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/country_profiles/1071886.stm>. 
writing guidelines
construction of arguments


Ideas and information in papers and other written assignments should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples that support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Historical understanding is based on multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of historical events should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.
choice of words

In writing about history and different cultures, one should avoid using terminology that tends to dehumanize and denigrate past or foreign peoples. Most problematic are terms such as “primitive”, “native” and “tribal”, which are vestiges of colonialism and have come to connote inferiority, strangeness and unchanging simplicity. Such terms might have some usefulness, but the meanings that they carry generally bear little resemblance to the complex reality of people and events in African history. 


Word choices are not merely a matter of “political correctness” but of accuracy and consistency. Mount Vernon residents in their daily lives are generally not referred to as “natives” performing “traditional rituals”, and neither should Africans be described as such. One cannot begin to understand African history without first regarding the people of Africa as equally human, with all the variation and agency that that entails, and deserving of the same respect and attention given to one’s own culture. 
format for papers

Each of the three papers should be typed, double-spaced and stapled. No title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, title of the paper and date should be printed at the top of the first page.
Footnotes should be used when a quote is made from a source or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote. For further writing assistance, consult Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers, a copy of which can be found at the Info Desk in the library.


It is expected that all work that you turn in is your own and follows the general guidelines for academic honesty, as described on pages 26-29 in the Kenyon College Course of Study for 2007-8. If you have any concerns regarding the quality or integrity of your work, you are encouraged to consult with Prof. Volz.
schedule of topics, readings and assignments
1/14
introduction: themes of the seminar, historical background
1/21
British imperialism and the founding of modern South Africa

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 1-87

Williams, From the South African Past, 141-147, 155-161, 168-183

Martin Legassick, “British hegemony and the origins of segregation in South Africa, 


      1901-1914”, in Segregation and Apartheid, 43-59

Saul Dubow, “The elaboration of segregationist ideology”, in Segregation and Apartheid, 

      145-175

1/28
Native Land Act of 1913

Solomon Plaatje, Native Life in South Africa, 1-32, 60-247, 397-404 


<<<  short test on basic information about South Africa  >>>
2/4
African responses to European government

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 88-113

Williams, From the South African Past, 196-215
Timothy Lane, “Witchcraft, chiefs and the state in the northern Transvaal, 1900-1930”, in 


      Clifton Crais (ed.), The Culture of Power in Southern Africa (2003), 121-149   [E-res]


<<<  paper #1 due on Friday Feb. 8  >>>
2/11
labor and urbanization

Peter Abrahams, Mine Boy
Harold Wolpe, “Capitalism and cheap labour power in South Africa”, in Segregation and 

      Apartheid, 60-90

Tim Couzens, “ ‘Moralizing leisure time’: the transatlantic connection and black
      Johannesburg, 1918-1936”, in S. Marks and R. Rathbone (eds.), Industrialization and 

      Social Change in South Africa (1982) 314-337   [E-res]
2/18
rise of Afrikaner identity and political power

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 114-140

Williams, From the South African Past, 248-251

Hermann Giliomee, “The growth of Afrikaner identity”, in Segregation and Apartheid, 


      189-205

Deborah Posel, “The meaning of apartheid before 1948”, in Segregation and Apartheid, 

      206-230

excerpt in class from White Laager (video 06.0064)
2/25
establishment of the apartheid state

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 143-169

Williams, From the South African Past, 252-256, 282-291, 297-305
3/3, 3/10

SPRING BREAK  (no classes)

3/17
apartheid society

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 170-227

Williams, From the South African Past, 267-282

excerpt in class from Amandla: A Revolution in Four-Part Harmony (DVD 06.0027)

3/24
family life under apartheid
Sindiwe Magona, To My Children’s Children
<<<  paper #2 due Friday March 28  >>>
3/31
organized resistance and government repression, 1965-1985

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 228-253
Williams, From the South African Past, 311-321, 337-373

Fran Lisa Buntman, “Prisoner politics and organization on Robben Island”, in Robben 

      Island and Prisoner Resistance to Apartheid (2003), 81-111  [E-res]
4/7
collapse of apartheid

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 254-285

Williams, From the South African Past, 374-390

excerpt in class from film Sarafina
4/14
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

D. Posel and G. Simpson (eds.), Commissioning the Past, 1-172


excerpt in class from Long Night’s Journey into Day (DVD 04.0186)
4/21
the new South Africa

Beinart, Twentieth Century South Africa, 289-347


David Goodman, “Leaving the laager: Wilhelm Verwoerd Jr.”, in Fault Lines: Journeys 

      Into the New South Africa (1999), 173-205  [E-res]
4/28
South Africa today

Phaswane Mpe, Welcome to Our Hillbrow

film in class, Yesterday (DVD 06.0290)


<<<  paper #3 due Monday May 5  >>>
