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description


Long before Columbus crossed the Atlantic Ocean, peoples residing along the shores of the Indian Ocean had already established an extensive maritime network that linked the civilizations of India, China, Southeast Asia, the Middle East and East Africa. For centuries, the volume and wealth of the trade that crossed the Indian Ocean exceeded that of any other region, and it was in hopes of gaining access to that commercial zone that Europeans embarked on their voyages of “discovery”. This seminar explores the historical development of the Indian Ocean as a scene of wide-ranging cultural and economic exchange, passing through stages of regional, Muslim and European dominance that culminated in its decline in the nineteenth century. In focusing more on long-distance trade and interaction than on land-based states, the class will venture beyond the scope of many historical studies and investigate issues such as the nature of pre-modern globalization and the difficulty of studying people and places that are regarded as between, on the edge or alone on the high seas.
requirements


The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 400, apportioned as follows: discussion questions (80 points – 10 points each), two short papers (60 points each), a map quiz (20), a research paper (120 points) and participation in class discussion (60). Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another. In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed one “free” absence, but any absence after that will result in the loss of 10 points from the participation grade.


The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 400, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

disability guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see the instructor and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 
readings

The readings for the course are a mix of books, journal articles and book chapters. The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class, and it is recommended that they be read in the order that they are listed. The five required books can be purchased in the Kenyon bookstore. They are:

Michael Pearson, The Indian Ocean
K. N. Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean
Amitav Ghosh, In an Antique Land
R. Mukherjee and L. Subramanian (eds.), Politics and Trade in the Indian
Ocean World
Himanshu Prabha Ray and Edward Alpers (eds.), Cross Currents and Community 

Networks: The History of the Indian Ocean World
The other readings are articles and excerpts from various books. Several of them are available as books on reserve in the library [BK-res] or as PDF files in electronic reserve [E-res] located at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=2126>. The password to access the E-Res materials is “Bahr al Hind” (the Arabic name for “Indian Sea”). Some of the readings will not be on reserve but are journal articles available through the LBIS website at J-Stor [J], the Electronic Journal Center [E] or Academic Search Complete [A]. 
supplementary resources


In order to produce a research paper for the class, students will need to learn how to locate other sources of information. Hundreds of scholarly articles related to the history of the Indian Ocean can be found in the journals of J-Stor, the Electronic Journal Center and Academic Search Complete. A few examples of these journals are:


Comparative Studies in Society and History


Journal of World History


African and Asian Studies

There are also several books on reserve and in the reference section of the library that provide more information on the Indian Ocean and its related civilizations. They include:
     on reserve:

K. N. Chaudhuri, Asia Before Europe (DS339 C48)

Richard Hall, Empires of the Monsoon (DS340 H35)
Kenneth McPherson, The Indian Ocean: A History of People and the Sea (DS340 M4)
Michael Pearson, Port Cities and Intruders (DT432 P43)
Anthony Reid, Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce (DS526.4 R46)
Ashin das Gupta, The World of the Indian Ocean Merchant, 1500-1800 (HF3785 D374)

     in reference section:


Historical Dictionary of India (DS405 M27)
Historical Dictionary of Indonesia (DS633 C75)
China: a Historical and Cultural Dictionary (DS733 C58523)
Encyclopedia of African History (DT 20 E53)

Historical Atlas of South Asia (G2261.S1 H5)

Trade, Travel, and Exploration in the Middle Ages (HF395 T77)   

assignments
discussion questions
For the class meetings when there is no other written assignment due, students will be expected to compose three questions that will serve as the basis for discussing the readings for that day. They should be e-mailed to Prof. Volz by sunrise on the day of class. If a student has an excused absence, then the questions should be submitted by the following class. Each student will be allowed one free pass, submitting questions on eight of the nine days when there is no other assignment. 10 points each.

map quiz

In class on Sep.17, there will be a short test on the geography of the Indian Ocean in which students will locate various places and things on an outline map of the region. 20 points.
      

places

       
 

  towns

      
   bodies of water 

Cape of Good Hope
Oman


Great Zimbabwe
Colombo    
Nile River
Land of the Zanj

Mesopotamia

Sofala

Cambay
   
Red Sea
Swahili Coast

Persia


Kilwa 

Surat

Persian Gulf
Ethiopia


Gujarat


Mombasa 
Mumbai

Gulf of Oman
Somalia


Sri Lanka

Mogadishu 
Goa

Tigris & Euphrates Rivers
Nubia


Coromandel Coast
Aden

Cochin

Bay of Bengal
Madagascar

Malabar Coast

Mecca 

Calicut

Arabian Sea
Seychelle Islands

Java


Jiddah 

Kolkata

Indus River
Maldive Islands

Sumatra


Medina 

Chennai

Bay of Cambay
Yemen


Malay Peninsula

Muscat

Jakarta

South China Sea
Hadramaut

Maluku Islands

Basra 

Melaka

Strait of Melaka
Hijaz


Andaman Islands

Hormuz 

Bangkok
Ganges River






Siraf 

Guangzhou
Mekong River
analysis paper on traveler account

Choose one story or description by an early traveler in the Indian Ocean and evaluate the historical knowledge that can be derived from it. What information or insights does it provide, and how is it influenced by the background and intentions of the traveler? How have historians used the account as a source of knowledge about the history of the Indian Ocean?
5-6 pages – due Oct. 1 – 60 points
reaction paper to In an Antique Land

More detailed instructions will be given later in the semester.

5-6 pages – due Oct. 24 – 60 points
research paper

Choose a topic from the history of the Indian Ocean and write a detailed paper that answers some significant question about the topic. The topic can be one that received attention in class readings, or it can be something else, but it should involve people, places and events from the shores of the Indian Ocean and the connections between them. A significant portion of the paper should deal with history prior to 1800, but later events can also be included. More detailed instructions will be provided later in the semester.

12-15 pages – topic & biblio Nov. 12, rough draft Dec. 8, final draft Dec. 17 – 120 points
schedule of topics, readings and assignments

9/3
introduction: themes, geography of the Indian Ocean
M. Pearson, “Studying the Indian Ocean world”, in Ray & Alpers, Cross Currents, 15-30

Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 9-33
9/10
the Indian Ocean in world history
Pearson, Indian Ocean, 1-26

Jerry Bentley, “Cross-cultural interaction and periodization in world history” American

 Historical Review 101, 3 (1996) 749-770  [J]

Phillipe Beaujard, “The Indian Ocean in Eurasian and African world-systems before the 


sixteenth century” Journal of World History 16, 4 (2005) 411-465  [A]
9/17
early navigation and trade in the Indian Ocean
Kenneth McPherson, The Indian Ocean: A History of People and the Sea (Oxford: 


Oxford University Press, 1998), 16-75  [BK-res]  
Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 121-159

Pearson, Indian Ocean, 27-61


{  map quiz, in class }
9/24
expansion of empires and commerce, 700-1500


Kenneth McPherson, The Indian Ocean, 76-136  [BK-res]
Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 34-62, 160-181


Richard Hall, Empires of the Monsoon (New York: HarperCollins World, 1998), 3-101



[BK-res]

10/1
traveler perceptions of the Indian Ocean

Jacques Le Goff, “The medieval west and the Indian ocean: an oneiric horizon” in Time,

 Work  and Culture in the Middle Ages (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1980) 189-200  [E-res]

plus one story or description of a place in the Indian Ocean from:

       Buzurg ibn Shariyar, The Book of the Wonders of India

       Marco Polo, The Travels of Marco Polo

       Ibn Battuta, The Travels of Ibn Battuta
       Ma Huan, Ying-yai Sheng-lan



{  paper due in class on travel account }
10/8
spread of Islam 

Pearson, Indian Ocean, 62-112

Randall Pouwels, “The East African coast, c.780 to 1900 C.E.”, in Pouwels and

 Levtzion  (eds.), The History of Islam in Africa (Athens: Ohio University Press,

 2000) 251-271  [E-res]

Anthony Reid, “The Islamization of Southeast Asia”, in M. Abu Bakar, A. Kaur and A. Z.

Ghazali (eds.), Historia (Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian Historical Society, 1984)
13-33  [E-res]
10/15
arrival of the Portuguese

Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 63-79


Richard Hall, Empires of the Monsoon, 139-200  [BK-res]

Pearson, Indian Ocean, 113-145

Mahesh Gopalan, “War, movement and resettlement: the Paravas and the Jesuits in the 



sixteenth century”, in Ray & Alpers, Cross Currents, 79-99
10/22
historical and personal ties across the western Indian Ocean

Amitav Ghosh, In an Antique Land

{ reaction paper to In an Antique Land due Friday Oct. 24 }

10/29
Dutch and British commercial empires
Richard Hall, Empires of the Monsoon, 280-303, 314-330  [BK-res]

Pearson, Indian Ocean, 145-158

Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 80-97

Om Prakash, “European corporate enterprises and the politics of trade in India,

1600-1800” in Mukherjee and Subramanian (eds.), Politics and Trade in the 

Indian
Ocean World, 165-182

11/5
regional trade networks

Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilisation, 98-118, 182-220

Pearson, Indian Ocean, 159-169

Anthony Reid, “The age of commerce, 1400-1650” in Southeast Asia in the Age of 



Commerce, 1450-1680 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1993) 1-61  [E-res]


Lakshmi Subramanian, “Merchants in transit”, in Ray & Alpers, Cross Currents, 263-285
documentary film: in class, Sultan’s Lost Treasure (video 06.0016)

11/12
diasporas and trans-national communities 
Michael Pearson, “Indians in East Africa: the early modern period” in Mukherjee and 


Subramanian (eds.), Politics and Trade in the Indian Ocean World, 227-249
Anthony Reid, “Flows and seepages in the long-term Chinese interaction with Southeast 



Asia”, in A. Reid (ed.), Sojouners and Settlers (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i 



Press, 2001) 15-49  [E-res]
Gwyn Campbell, “Slavery and the trans-Indian Ocean world slave trade”, in Ray & 

Alpers, Cross Currents, 286-305
and read one of the following from Ray & Alpers, Cross Currents:
Anthony Reid, “Aceh between two worlds”, 100-122


Nigel Worden, “VOC Cape Town as an Indian Ocean Port”, 142-162

Erik Gilbert, “Oman and Zanzibar”, 163-178


{  research paper topic and bibliography due in class }
11/19
industrial capitalism and British imperialism

Kenneth McPherson, The Indian Ocean, 198-244  [BK-res]
Pearson, Indian Ocean, 190-248
Ruchira Banerjee, “A wedding feast or political arena?: commercial rivalry between the 


Ali Rajas and the English factory in northern Malabar in the eighteenth century” 


in Mukherjee and Subramanian (eds.), Politics and Trade in the Indian Ocean 


World, 83-112
11/26
THANKSGIVING   BREAK  (no class meeting)
12/3
work on research papers
documentary film: in class, Tsunami 2004: Waves of Death (DVD 06.0111 )
meet individually with Prof. Volz
12/10
discussion of research papers

rough drafts of papers e-mailed to others by 5:00 Monday, Dec. 8

{ final draft of research paper due at Prof. Volz’s office no later than 5:00 on Dec. 17 }
