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description

In this seminar, we will explore social changes that have taken place in Africa during the past century as portrayed in literature and films by and about African women. A variety of works from throughout the continent will be considered, but the general focus will be on the impact of colonization, urbanization and other recent social changes. Among the topics addressed will be polygyny, motherhood, education, religion, employment, political activism and the current AIDS epidemic. In each case, the emphasis will not be on victimization or cultural decline, but rather, as expressed in literature and film, the resilience and adaptability of African women.

requirements


The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 300, apportioned as follows: four topical reaction/discussion papers (40 points each), leadership of four class discussions (10 points each), a final comparative analysis paper (50 points), and overall class participation (50 points). Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another. In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed one “free” absence, but any absence after that will result in the loss of 10 points from the participation grade.


The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 300, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

disability guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see the instructor and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 
readings

The readings for the course are primarily books, along with a few journal articles and book chapters. The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class. The required books can be purchased in the Kenyon bookstore. They are:

Susan Arndt, The Dynamics of African Feminism
Joseph J. Walters (eds.G. Griffiths and J. V. Singler), Gwanya Pau
Buchi Emecheta, The Joys of Motherhood 

Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions 
Mariama Ba, So Long a Letter
Leila Abouzeid, Year of the Elephant
Sindiwe Magona, Living, Loving and Lying Awake at Night
Marjorie O. Macgoye, The Present Moment
Most of the other readings are articles and excerpts from various books. Some are available as PDF files in electronic reserve (E-Res), designated by [R] in the schedule and located at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=2320> through the LBIS website. The password to access the E-Res materials is umfazi (the IsiZulu word for “woman”). Others are journal articles that are available in digital form through the LBIS website at the Electronic Journal Center [E], J-Stor [J] or Academic Search Premier [A]. Suggested books for additional reading will be available for students on reserve [res bk] or to check out themselves at the library and via Consort or OhioLink.
supplementary resources

There are also several books on reserve and in the reference section of the library that provide more information on African women in history, fiction and film. They include:

     on reserve
Ginette Curry, Awakening African Women: The Dynamics of Change (PN1995.9 W6 C87)
Juliana Makuchi Nfah-Abbenyi, Gender in African Women’s Writing: Identity, Sexuality,
and Difference (PL8010 N467)
Carole Boyce Davies and Anne Adams Graves (eds.), Ngambika: Studies of Women in 
African Literature (PL8010 N47)
Donald R. Wehrs, African Feminist Fiction and Indigenous Values (PR9344 W44)
Andrea Cornwall (ed.), Readings in Gender in Africa (HQ1787 R33)
     in reference section
Encyclopedia of African Peoples (DT15 E53)

Encyclopedia of African History (DT 20 E53)

The UNESCO General History of Africa (DT20 G45)
Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century African History (DT29 E53)
Encyclopedia of Africa South of the Sahara (DT351 E53)

New Atlas of African History (G2446.S1 F73)

Historical Dictionary of Women in Sub-Saharan Africa (HQ1787 S44)

Encyclopedia of African Literature (PL8010 E63)
The internet has many websites dealing with Africa, but universities often have the best ones, such as the extensive lists of links compiled at <http://africa.msu.edu/resources.php> and <http://africa.wisc.edu/links/index.htm>. For current events in Africa, see reports by BBC News at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm> and read recent articles from African newspapers at <http://allafrica.com>.
This course also fulfills a requirement for the major or concentration in Women's and Gender Studies.  For further information on the program contact Laurie Finke, 202 Wing Center, finkel@kenyon.edu. 
assignments
topical reaction/discussion papers (40 points each):


Each student is required to write papers on two of the books and two of the films that are being studied during the course of the semester. Each paper should react to and discuss aspects of the book or film that appear to be particularly significant, thought-provoking or revealing about the lives of women in Africa. In addition to considering the assigned readings for the week, the paper should also draw on ideas presented in the additional readings listed for that week, which provide more detailed analysis of the work in question, related works and their broader social or intellectual context.
Each of the four papers should be 5-6 pages long, and they are due in class on the day when the particular book or film is the topic of discussion. In order to write the two papers about films, students will need to view the films before the rest of the class. This can be done in the multimedia section of the library, where all of the films are on reserve.
leadership of class discussions (10 points each):


At each class meeting, starting in week three, those students who have written a paper on the assigned book or film will be responsible for leading discussion. In consultation with one another prior to class, they will prepare a number of discussion questions, devise a strategy or outline for discussing those questions, and then each play a leading role in propelling and moderating discussion during the class meeting.

Students should keep in mind that in class meetings when a film is being shown, the time allotted for discussion after the film will generally be about one hour, and when the topic is a book, there will normally be around two hours available, allowing for introductory comments by the professor on the historical context of each two-week unit. Since the books and films are paired by region and theme, each film discussion should also include some consideration of the previous week’s book.
final comparative analysis paper (50 points):


At the end of the semester, students will be required to write a broader, more cumulative paper that draws on and compares cases from throughout the class. The question for the paper will be handed out at the end of November, and the completed paper of 6-8 pages will be due at Professor Volz’s office by Monday Dec. 18 at 5:00 pm.
writing guidelines
construction of arguments


Ideas and information in the assigned papers should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples to support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Historical understanding derives from multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of social changes should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event and its presentation in a book or film, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.
choice of words

In writing about history and different cultures, one should avoid using terminology that tends to dehumanize and denigrate past or foreign peoples. Most problematic are terms such as “primitive”, “native” and “tribal”, which are vestiges of colonialism and have come to connote inferiority and strangeness. A less obvious case is the use of “the” before a name, which has the effect of stereotyping all the members of a group, such as “the Kenyon students” or “the Igbo people”. It is better to specify with adjectives who exactly one means or simply use no article.


Word choices are not merely a matter of “political correctness” but of accuracy and consistency. Mount Vernon residents in their daily lives are generally not referred to as “natives” performing “traditional rituals”, and neither should Africans be described as such. One cannot begin to understand African societies without first regarding the people of Africa as equally human, with all the complexity and agency that entails, and deserving of the same respect and attention given to one’s own culture. 
format for papers

The papers should be typed, double-spaced and stapled. No title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, paper topic and date should be printed at the top of the first page.
Footnotes should be used in the papers when a quote is made or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote.
writing assistance

Kenyon Writing Center, Olin Library room 307  –  http://lbis.kenyon.edu/services/writingcenter
Kenyon Online Writing Lab  –  http://owl.kenyon.edu
schedule of topics, readings and assignments

weeks 1 and 2

setting:  west Africa, pre-1900
themes and topics:  intro to feminism in Africa, pre-colonial gender roles, servitude 

8/30
Taafe Fanga (Skirt Power) – Mali, 1997, Adama Drabo director (video 05.0156)
Susan Arndt, The Dynamics of African Feminism, 9-36

Oladele Taiwo, “The role of African women in literature and society”, in Female 
     Novelists of Modern Africa, 1-14  [R]
9/6
Joseph Walters, Gwanya Pau, 9-153

Niara Sudarkaska, “The ‘status of women’ in indigenous African societies”, in Andrea



Cornwall (ed.), Readings in Gender in Africa, 25-31  [R]
weeks 3 and 4
setting:  southern Nigeria, 1930s and 1990s
themes and topics:  colonial-era social changes, employment, marriage, traditional medicine
9/13
Buchi Emecheta, The Joys of Motherhood

Susan Arndt, The Dynamics of African Feminism, 125-136

additional reading:


     Louise O’Brien, “Buchi Emecheta and the ‘African Dilemma’”, Journal of 
Commonwealth Literature  36, 2 (2001) 95-106  [E]

     Harry Olufunwa, “Earning a life: women and work in the fiction of Buchi Emecheta”



Thamyris/Intersecting: Place, Sex and Race  11, 1 (2003) 35-44  [A]  

     Marie Umeh (ed.), Emerging Perspectives on Buchi Emecheta  [Consort]
     Omar Sougou, Writing Across Cultures: Gender Politics and Difference in the Writing 


of Buchi Emecheta  [OhioLink]
9/20
Thunderbolt – Nigeria, 2000, Tunde Kelani director (video 05.0131)

Susan Arndt, The Dynamics of African Feminism, 37-88

John C. McCall, “Madness, money and movies: watching a Nigerian popular video with 



the guidance of a native doctor” Africa Today  49, 3 (2002) 78-94  [A]
Philomena Okeke, “Negotiating social independence: the challenges of career pursuits for 


Igbo women in postcolonial Nigeria”, in D. Hodgson and S. McCurdy (eds.), 


“Wicked Women” and the Reconfiguration of Gender in Africa, 234-251  [R]

additional reading:


     Jonathan Haynes (ed.), Nigerian Video Films (2000 edition)  [OhioLink]
     Marida Hollos, “The status of women in southern Nigeria: is education a help or a 


     
hindrance?”, in M. Bloch, J. Beoku-Betts and B. Tabachnick (eds.), Women and 


Education in Sub-Saharan Africa, 247-276  [R]
     Ifi Amadiume, Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African 

Society  [LBIS]     

weeks 5 and 6

setting:  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe, late colonial period (1970s)

themes and topics:  schooling, adolescence, rural-urban relations, war for independence, violence
9/27
Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions


R. George, H. Scott and T. Dangarembga, “An interview with Tsitsi Dangarembga”



NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction  26, 3 (1993) 309-319  [J]
additional reading:

     Lindsay P. Aegerter, “A dialectic of autonomy and community: Tsitsi Dangarembga’s


Nervous Conditions” Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature 15, 2 (1996) 231-40  [J]
     Janice Hill, “Purging a plate full of colonial history: the ‘Nervous Conditions’ of silent


girls” College Literature 22, 1 (1995) 78-90  [A]
     Donald Wehrs, “Acculturation and decolonization in Tsitsi Dangarembga’s Nervous 

Conditions”, in African Feminist Fiction and Indigenous Values, 105-133  [res bk]

     Julia Wells, “The sabotage of patriarchy in colonial Rhodesia: rural African women’s



living legacy to their daughters”, Feminist Review  75 (2003) 101-117  [R]
     A. Willey and J. Treiber (eds.), Negotiating the Postcolonial: Emerging Perspectives 


on Tsitsi Dangarembga  [Consort]
10/4
Flame – Zimbabwe, 1996, Ingrid Sinclair director (video 06.0086)

information and links to reviews of Flame at <http://www.zimmedia.com/flame>
Sada Niang, review of Flame in African Studies Review  42, 1 (1999) 209-211  [J]

additional reading:


     Irene Staunton (ed.), Mothers of the Revolution: the War Experiences of Thirty 


Zimbabwean Women  [LBIS]
     Lorna Lueker, Women, War and Social Change in Zimbabwe: The Challenge of 


Independence  [Consort]
     
     D. Martin and P. Johnson, The Struggle for Zimbabwe: the Chimurenga War  [LBIS] 
weeks 7 and 8
setting:  northwest Africa, 1950s and 1990s

themes and topics:  Islam, Westernization, nationalism, democracy, political violence

10/11
Leila Abouzeid, Year of the Elephant, ix-xxviii, 1-70, 83-87

additional reading:

     Salah Moukhlis, “‘A history of hopes postponed’: women’s identity and the 



postcolonial state in Year of the Elephant” Research in African Literatures  34, 3 



(2003) 66-83  [E]

     Alison Baker, Voices of Resistance: Oral Histories of Moroccan Women  [Consort]

     Fatima Mernissi, Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society  



[LBIS]
10/18
Rachida – Algeria, 2002, director Yamina Bachir-Chouikh (DVD 06.0289)

Meredeth Turshen, “Militarism and Islamism in Algeria” Journal of Asian and African 


Studies  39, 1 (2004) 119-132  [E]

Rod Skilbeck, “The shroud over Algeria: femicide, Islamism and the hijab” in D. Russell 



and R. Harmes (eds.), Femicide in Global Perspective, 63-70  [R]
additional reading:

     Frederic Volpi, Islam and Democracy: The Failure of Dialogue in Algeria  [LBIS]

     Khalida Messaoudi, Unbowed: An Algerian Woman Confronts Islamic 


Fundamentalism  [Consort]
weeks 9 and 10
setting:  Senegal, city of Dakar, 1970s to present

themes and topics:  polygyny, marriage, career vs. family, urbanization, Islam

10/25
Mariama Ba, So Long a Letter 

Susan Arndt, The Dynamics of African Feminism, 116-125
Cheryl Staunton, “Mariama Ba: pioneer Senegalese woman novelist” CLA Journal 37, 3 


(1994) 328-336  [R]
additional reading:

     Christina Abuk, “Urbanisation’s long shadows: Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter” 


Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies  29, 4 (2003) 723-740  [A]
     Donald Wehrs, “Tenderness, piety, and cosmopolitan humanism in Une si longue 

letter”, in African Feminist Fiction and Indigenous Values, 69-104  [res bk]
     Susan Stringer, The Senegalese Novel by Women  [LBIS]
     Ahmed Bangura, Islam and the West African Novel   [LBIS]
11/1
Faat Kine –  Senegal, 2000, Ousmane Sembene director (video 06.0071)


Robert Mortimer, “Ousmane Sembene and the cinema of decolonization” African Arts  5, 



3 (1972) 26-7, 64-8, 84  [J]

Samba Gadjigo, review of Faat Kine in African Studies Review 44, 1 (2001) 123-126  [J]

additional reading:

     David Murphy, Sembene: Imagining Alternatives in Film and Fiction  [LBIS]

     Sheila Petty (ed.), A Call to Action: The Films of Ousmane Sembene  [LBIS]
weeks 11 and 12
setting:  South Africa, apartheid era (1950-70) and recent years (1990-present)

themes and topics:  migrant labor, domestic workers, race, rural-urban relations, AIDS

11/8
Sindiwe Magona, Living, Loving and Lying Awake at Night 


additional reading:

     Christine Loflin, “‘White women can learn not to call us girl?’”  Journal of Modern 


Literature 20, 1 (1996) 109-115  [A]
     Jacklyn Cock, Maids and Madams  [LBIS]
     Belinda Bozzoli, Women of Phokeng  [LBIS]
     Lesley Lawson, Working Women  [Consort] 
11/15
Yesterday – South Africa, 2004, Darrell James Roodt director (DVD 06.0290)
information, reviews and promotion of the film at <http://www.yesterdaythemovie.co.za>
Kyle Kauffman, “Why is South Africa the HIV capital of the world? An institutional 


analysis of the spread of a virus”, in K. Kauffman and D. Lindauer (eds.), AIDS 

and South Africa: The Social Expression of an Epidemic, 17-30  [R]
additional reading:

     Amanda Gouws (ed.), (Un)thinking Citizenship: Feminist Debates in Contemporary
South Africa  [Consort]

     A. Singhal and W. S. Howard, The Children of Africa Confront AIDS: From 


Vulnerability to Possibility  [Consort]
weeks 13 and 14
setting:  east Africa, the imagined past

themes and topics:  old age, memory, ancestry, African identity, traditional healing

11/29
Marjorie Macgoye, The Present Moment (including “Afterword” and “Historical 



Context”, 157-196)

additional reading:
     “Marjorie Oludhe Macgoye”, interview in Mike Kuria (ed.), Talking Gender: 

Conversations with Kenyan Women Writers, 51-67  [R]
     A. Gurnah, review of Present Moment, Third World Quarterly 10, 2 (1988) 973-978 


[R]
     
     Tabitha Kanogo, African Womanhood in Colonial Kenya, 1900-50  [Consort]
     Cora Presley, “Gender and political struggle in Kenya, 1948-1998”, in C. Higgs et. al 


(eds.), Stepping Forward: Black Women in Africa and the Americas, 173-188  [R] 
     Lynn Thomas, Politics of the Womb: Women, Reproduction and the State in Kenya  



[LBIS]
12/6
Maangamizi: The Ancient One – Tanzania, 2001, Martin Mhando and Ron Mulvihill 






     directors (DVD 06.0172)
information, reviews and promotion of the film at

<http://www.grisgrisfilms.com/html/maangamizi_-the_ancient_one.html>
Abena Busia, “In search of chains without iron: on sisterhood, history and the politics of 


location”, in O. Oyewumi (ed.), African Women and Feminism, 257-267  [R]

additional reading:

     G. P. Kilonzo and N. Simmons, “Development of mental health services in Tanzania”


Social Science and Medicine  47, 4 (1998) 419-428  [E]
     Iris Berger, “Rebels or status seekers? Women as spirit mediums in East Africa”, in 


Andrea Cornwall (ed.), Readings in Gender in Africa, 148-156  [res bk]
     Philip Curtin et al, “A century of ironies in East Africa”, in African History, 352-376


[R]

12/18
final paper due at Prof. Volz’s office by 5:00 p.m.

