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description


This course is a survey of major events and processes that occurred on the continent of Africa after 1800. As the continent encompasses hundreds of different societies, each with its own history, this survey will necessarily be far from comprehensive, focusing instead on select cases and examples that illustrate larger trends and issues. A dominant theme will be the influence of Europe on Africa, but we will be emphasizing African perspectives and actions in that troubled relationship. Among the main topics addressed will be the expansion of African trade and states in the nineteenth century, European colonization, African independence movements, and recent challenges and events in African nations.
requirements


 The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 450, apportioned as follows: three exams (100 points each), seven short reading responses or quizzes (10 points each), map assignment (20 points), current events report (20 points) and participation in class discussion (40 points). The first two exams will be take-home, with a mix of essay and shorter questions, and the final exam will be in-class. The map assignment will be a take-home exercise on the geography of Africa. Classes will be a mix of lecture and discussion, with more lecture in some than others. Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another.

In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed two “free” absences, but every absence after that will result in the loss of 4 points from the participation grade. It is the responsibility of the student to complete any reading response or quiz that may have been missed due to an absence or failure to complete the assigned reading, whether excused or not. Such missed exercises can be turned in up to one week after the date when they took place, but if the absence was unexcused, they will receive a maximum of 7 points out of the possible 10.

The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 450, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-
readings

The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class. The texts for the course are a mix of primary and secondary sources. A collection of document excerpts and three novels by African authors are included in order to provide material from which knowledge of Africa’s past has been derived and to present a variety of individual perspectives on historical events. 


Kevin Shillington, History of Africa (revised 2nd edition)

David Robinson and Douglas Smith (eds.), Sources of the African Past
A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives on Colonialism

Abubakar T. Balewa, Mervin Hiskett (tr.) and Beverly Mack (ed.), Shaihu Umar

Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions

Ngugi wa Thiongo, Matigari
The other readings are articles and excerpts from various books, most of which are available as PDF files in electronic reserve (E-Res), designated by [R] in the schedule and located through the website at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=1685>. The password to access the E-Res materials is zamani (the Kiswahili word for “long ago”). Several of the articles are not on reserve but are available through the LBIS website at J-Stor [J],  Academic Search Complete [A], the Electronic Journal Center [E] or on the class website [M].
class website


The class has a website located at <https://moodle.kenyon.edu>. It is accessed with the same ID and password used to log on to the Kenyon network. For each lesson, full bibliographic citations and links for the assigned readings are provided, as well as a study guide with a basic outline of each lecture. The website also includes a number of other useful links and resources, and it is where the occasional reading responses will be posted and submitted.
supplementary resources

There are several books in the reference section of the library that provide additional information on the cultures and recent history of Africa. These include:
Encyclopedia of African Peoples (DT15 E53)

An African Biographical Dictionary (DT18 B76)

Encyclopedia of African History (DT 20 E53)

Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century African History (DT29 E53)
Encyclopedia of Africa South of the Sahara (DT351 E53)

African States and Rulers (DT31 S7859)

New Atlas of African History (G2446.S1 F73)
For more detailed information and analysis, students are invited to consult the works listed in the bibliographies of the readings, explore the “DT” section of the library bookshelves and browse the various “African Studies” journals in J-Stor.

The internet has many websites dealing with Africa, but universities often have the best ones, such as the extensive lists of links compiled at <http://africa.msu.edu/resources.php> and <http://africa.wisc.edu/links/index.htm>. For current events in Africa, see reports by BBC News at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm> and in Africa Confidential in the periodical room of the library, and read recent articles from African newspapers at <http://allafrica.com>. 
writing guidelines
construction of arguments


Ideas and information in exams and other written assignments should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples that support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Historical understanding is based on multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of historical events should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.
choice of words

In writing about history and different cultures, one should avoid using terminology that tends to dehumanize and denigrate past or foreign peoples. Most problematic are terms such as “primitive”, “native” and “tribal”, which are vestiges of colonialism and have come to connote inferiority, strangeness and unchanging simplicity. Such terms might have some usefulness, but the meanings that they carry generally bear little resemblance to the complex reality of people and events in African history. 


Word choices are not merely a matter of “political correctness” but of accuracy and consistency. Mount Vernon residents in their daily lives are generally not referred to as “natives” performing “traditional rituals”, and neither should Africans be described as such. One cannot begin to understand African history without first regarding the people of Africa as equally human, with all the variation and agency that that entails, and deserving of the same respect and attention given to one’s own culture. 
format for take-home exams

The exams for the first two units should be typed, double-spaced, stapled and preferably printed on both sides of each page. No title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, exam unit title and date should be printed at the top of the first page.
Footnotes should be used in the take-home exams when a quote is made from a source or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote. For further writing assistance, consult Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers, a copy of which can be found at the Info Desk in the library.

It is expected that all work that you turn in is your own and follows the general guidelines for academic honesty, as described on pages 26-29 in the Kenyon College Catalog for 2008-9. If you have any concerns regarding the quality or integrity of your work, you are encouraged to consult with Prof. Volz.
disability guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see Prof. Volz and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 

schedule of topics, readings and assignments
UNIT ONE: THE GROWTH OF STATES AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

1/13
introduction: themes, geography
1/15
overview of Africa in 1800

Ali Mazrui, “Introduction: A celebration of decay?”, 11-21  [R]

Binyavanga Wainaina, “How to write about Africa”  [M]

{ map assignment handed out, due in class Jan. 29 }
1/20
the Zulu and the “mfecane”

Shillington  256-263
Robinson & Smith  1-23  (docs. 1, 3, 7, 11-13, 17-21, 23-25)
John Wright, “A. T. Bryant and ‘the wars of Shaka’” History in Africa, 18 (1991)

409-412, 419-422  [J]

     
excerpt in class from Shaka Zulu (DVD 04.0149)

1/22
West African jihads: the Sokoto caliphate

Shillington  224-230

Robinson & Smith  122-148  (docs. 3, 6-13, 16, 19, 23)
1/27
slavery in Africa
Abubakar T. Balewa, Shaihu Umar
1/29
the growth of coastal “legitimate” trade: the case of Asante

Shillington  230-239

Robinson & Smith  161-184  (docs. 2-4, 8-9, 11-13, 19-22)

Gareth Austin, “Between abolition and jihad”, 93-118  [R]
2/3
trade and government in east Africa: the case of Buganda

Shillington  240-255
Robinson & Smith  80-97  (docs. 1-6, 9-14)
2/5
political transformations in north Africa

Shillington  273-287

Bahru Zewde, “Unification and independence, 1855-1896”, 27-49  [R]


{ take-home exam on Unit One handed out Feb. 3, due in class Feb. 10 }
UNIT TWO: EUROPEAN CONQUEST AND COLONIAL RULE

2/10
increased European interest in Africa

Shillington  288-300

Boahen  1-26
2/12
European scramble for Africa

Shillington  301-316
Boahen  27-57

2/17
early colonialism

Shillington  332-339


Adam Hochschild, “Where there ain’t no ten commandments”, 115-139  [R]


excerpt in class from Africa, part 6 (video 93.0186)


2/19
early African resistance

Shillington  339-347

Boahen  58-75

John Iliffe, “The organization of the Maji Maji rebellion”  Journal of African History  8, 3 (1967) 

495-512  [J]
film: Mister Johnson (DVD 06.0030), shown Sunday evening 2/22
2/24
colonial government

Shillington  348-357
Sara Berry, “Hegemony on a shoestring”  Africa  62, 3 (1992) 327-355  [J]
2/26
settler colonies: the case of southern Africa
Shillington  264-272, 317-331

Robin Palmer, “The agricultural history of Rhodesia”, 221-254  [R]
excerpt in class from White Laager (video 06.0064)
2/28 to 3/15     SPRING BREAK   (no classes) 

3/17
family life under colonialism: in Rhodesia

Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions
3/19
urbanization and public health 
Philip Curtin, “Medical knowledge and urban planning in tropical Africa”  American Historical

 Review  90, 3 (1985) 594-613  [J]
Randall Packard, “Industrialization, rural poverty and tuberculosis in South Africa”  [R]

3/24
religion, language and education
A. Hastings, “From Agbebi to Diangienda: independency and prophetism”, 493-518  [R]

Shillington  342-344 (review), 358-361
3/26
World War II and the development of African nationalism

Shillington  361-375
Boahen  75-93



Nancy Lawler, “The liberation of France”, 171-202  [R]


excerpt in class from Camp de Thiaroye (video 02.0278)

{ take-home exam on Unit Two handed out Mar. 24, due in class Mar. 31 }
UNIT THREE: INDEPENDENCE AND POST-COLONIAL CHALLENGES
3/31
independence


Shillington  376-416
Jomo Kenyatta, “The Gentlemen of the Jungle”, 36-39  [R]
excerpt in class from Africa (video 93.0187)
4/2
challenges faced by new countries
Boahen  94-112

Shillington  417-430
Peter Schraeder, “Ideology and the politics of development”, 169-193  [R]
4/7
authoritarianism

Ngugi wa Thiongo, Matigari
4/9
democratization

Shillington  441-459


E. Gyimah-Boadi, “The rebirth of African liberalism”  Journal of Democracy  9, 2 (1998)

18-31  [E]

excerpt in class from Amandla!  (DVD 06.0027)
film: Ghosts of Rwanda (DVD 05.0142), shown Sunday evening 4/12
4/14
political violence: the case of the D. R. Congo

Shillington  453-455 (review)

René Lemarchand, “The DRC: from failure to potential reconstruction”, 29-69  [R]

Seth Kaplan, “The wrong prescription for the Congo” Orbis 51, 2 (2007) 299-311  [E]
4/16
nation-building: the case of Botswana
N. Parsons, “Botswana: an end to exceptionality?” Round Table  325, 1 (1993) 73-83  [A]

K. Good, “Resource dependency and its consequences: the costs of Botswana’s shining 


gems”  Journal of Contemporary African Studies  23, 1 (2005) 27-50  [A]

film: Guelwaar (video 07.0043), shown Sunday evening 4/19
4/21
international trade and economic development

Shillington  431-440
Fantu Cheru, “Africa and the globalization challenge”, 1-32  [R]

Tina Rosenberg, “Reverse foreign aid” NY Times Magazine (3/25/2007) 16-19  [M]
excerpt in class from T-shirt travels (video 05.0044)
4/23
oil boom in West Africa

Steven Cayford, “The Ogoni uprising: Oil, human rights, and a democratic alternative in 



Nigeria” Africa Today  43, 2 (1996) 183-199  [A]

Michael Klare and Daniel Volman, “The African ‘oil rush’ and U.S. national security”



Third World Quarterly  27, 4 (2006) 609-628   [A]
4/28
AIDS epidemic

John Caldwell, “Rethinking the African AIDS epidemic”, Population and Development 



Review  26, 1 (2000) 117-135  [J]


Edward Green, “Why do we need to rethink AIDS prevention?”, 3-21  [R]


excerpt in class from Living with AIDS  (DVD 08.0031)
4/30
Africa today

news stories from <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm> and <http://allafrica.com>


{ current events report due in class }
5/8
Unit 3 exam  —  in class, 1:30-4:30 P.M.
