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description


This course is a survey of major events and social changes that occurred on the continent of Africa before 1800, with an emphasis on those that took place after 500. As the continent encompasses hundreds of different societies, each with its own history, this survey will necessarily be far from comprehensive, instead focusing on select cases in various regions that illustrate larger trends and issues. Among the general topics addressed will be government, economic growth, religion and the slave trade, and the basic themes, as in any history course, will include variations over time and between different places. In studying continuity and change in African history, we will question assumptions of a static “traditional” past in Africa, and as we consider the extent of unity and diversity among African societies, we will examine the meaning and use of the term “African” itself.
requirements


 The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 440, apportioned as follows: three exams (100 points each), eight short reading responses or quizzes (10 points each), map assignment (20 points), and participation in class discussion (40 points). The first two exams will be take-home, with a mix of essay and shorter questions, and the final exam will be in-class. The map assignment will be a take-home exercise on the geography of Africa. Classes will be a mix of lecture and discussion, with more lecture in some than others. Students are expected to participate actively and intelligently in discussion, thoughtfully considering the different viewpoints of the authors, the instructor and one another. 

In order to participate, students will, of course, need to be present, and unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade. Each student will be allowed two “free” absences, but every absence after that will result in the loss of 4 points from the participation grade. It is the responsibility of the student to complete any reading response or quiz that may have been missed due to an absence or failure to complete the assigned reading, whether excused or not. Such missed exercises can be turned in up to one week after the date when they took place, but if the absence was unexcused, they will receive a maximum of 7 points out of the possible 10.

The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 440, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

readings

The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class, and it is recommended that they be read in the order that they are listed. Two epics and two books on archaeology are included in order to provide some material from which knowledge of Africa’s ancient past has been derived and to enable students to make their own interpretations. The books are available for purchase at the Kenyon bookstore and on reserve at the library.

K. Shillington, History of Africa  (2005; revised 2nd edition)

P. Garlake, Early Art and Architecture of Africa  (2002)

S. McIntosh (ed.), Beyond Chiefdoms (1999)


D. Biebuyck and K. Mateene (eds.), The Mwindo Epic  (1969; reissued 1989) 
D. Niane, Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali  (2006; revised edition)

A. Bailey, African Voices of the Atlantic Slave Trade  (2005)
The other readings are articles and excerpts from various books, most of which are available as PDF files in electronic reserve (E-Res), designated by [R] in the schedule and located through the website at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepass.aspx?cid=3392>. The password to access the E-Res materials is zamani (the Kiswahili word for “long ago”). Several of the articles are not on reserve but are available through the LBIS website at J-Stor [J],  Academic Search Complete [A], the Electronic Journal Center [E] or on the class website [M].
class website


The class has a website located at <https://moodle.kenyon.edu>. It is accessed with the same ID and password used to log on to the Kenyon network. Any changes or additions made to the class schedule will be done on the website, and students will be notified via email. Full bibliographic citations and links for the assigned readings are provided for each lesson. The website also includes a number of other useful links and resources, and a study guide for each topic, including a basic outline of each lecture, will be downloadable as an MS Word document.  
supplementary resources

There are several books in the reference section of the library that provide general information on the early history and culture of Africa. These include:
Encyclopedia of Precolonial Africa (DT2 E53)

Cultural Atlas of Africa (DT14 C83)
Encyclopedia of African Peoples (DT15 E53)

Historical Dictionary of Pre-Colonial Africa (DT17 C65)

Encyclopedia of African History (DT 20 E53)

The Peoples of Africa: an Ethnohistorical Dictionary (GN645 O47)
African Folklore (GR350 A33)
The internet has hundreds of websites dealing with Africa, but links to many of the most useful ones have been compiled at <http://africa.msu.edu/resources.php> and <http://africa.wisc.edu/
links/index.htm>. Websites dealing with class topics include those on Islam at <www.uga.edu/islam> and African art at <www.hamillgallery.com>. For current events in Africa, see reports by BBC News at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/Africa.default.stm> and read recent articles from African newspapers at <http://allafrica.com>.
writing guidelines

construction of arguments


Ideas and information in exams and other written assignments should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples that support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Historical understanding is based on multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of historical events should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.

choice of words


In writing about history and different cultures, one should avoid using terminology that tends to dehumanize and denigrate past or foreign peoples. Most problematic are terms such as “primitive”, “native” and “tribal”, which are vestiges of colonialism and have come to connote inferiority, strangeness and unchanging simplicity. Such terms might have some usefulness, but the meanings that they carry generally bear little resemblance to the complex reality of people and events in African history. 


Word choices are not merely a matter of “political correctness” but of accuracy and consistency. Mount Vernon residents in their daily lives are generally not referred to as “natives” performing “traditional rituals”, and neither should Africans be described as such. One cannot begin to understand African history without first regarding the people of Africa as equally human, with all the variation and agency that that entails, and deserving of the same respect and attention given to one’s own culture. 

format for take-home exams

The exams for the first two units should be typed, double-spaced, stapled and preferably printed on both sides of each page. No title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, exam unit title and date should be printed at the top of the first page.

Footnotes should be used in the take-home exams when a quote is made from a source or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote. For further writing assistance, consult Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers, a copy of which can be found at the Info Desk in the library.


It is expected that all work that you turn in is your own and follows the general guidelines for academic honesty, as described on pages 24-27 in the Kenyon College Catalog for 2009-10. If you have any concerns regarding the quality or integrity of your work, you are encouraged to consult with Prof. Volz.

disability guidelines


If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see Prof. Volz and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 
schedule of topics, readings and assignments
UNIT ONE:  FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIETIES IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AFRICA 
9/1
intro to early African history: themes, historiography, geography

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 9-27
9/3
African diversity: stereotypes, variation, identity

C. Ehret, “Introducing Africa and its history”  [R]
{ map assignment handed out, due in class 9/15 }


9/8
neolithic societies: food production, social organization
Shillington, History of Africa, 1-21


S. K. McIntosh, “Pathways to complexity”, in Beyond Chiefdoms, 1-23
9/10 
the ancient Nile valley: Africa, race and civilization


Shillington, History of Africa, 21-34, 40-46

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 51-64


S. MacEachern, “Where in Africa does Africa start?”  [E]

F. Yurco, “Were the ancient Egyptians black or white?”   [M]
9/15
Central Africa and Bantu expansion: linguistic evidence, spread of cultures


Shillington, History of Africa, 35-40, 49-60


J. Vansina, “Pathways of political development in equatorial Africa and neo-evolutionary

theory”, in Beyond Chiefdoms, 166-172
9/17
early government in Central Africa: heroism and ancestral authority

D. Biebuyck and K. Mateene (eds.), The Mwindo Epic, 1-145
9/22
Iron Age societies of the Central African savanna: pastoralists, farmers and royalty 

Shillington, History of Africa, 114-119, 136-144, 204-209

P. Maret, “The power of symbols and the symbols of power through time”, in Beyond Chiefdoms, 

151-162

D. Schoenbrun, “The (in)visible roots of Bunyoro-Kitara and Buganda in the Lakes region”, in 

Beyond Chiefdoms, 136-147

9/24
cultural interaction in Southern Africa: Khoe, San and Bantu 

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 29-49

J. Denbow, “Material culture and the dialectics of identity in the Kalahari”, in Beyond Chiefdoms, 
110-121
documentary film Iindawo Zikathixo (video 99.0322), shown evening of Sunday 9/27
9/29
later Iron Age societies in Southern Africa: Nguni, Sotho and Shona

Shillington, History of Africa, 144-150, 153-155, 218-223

M. Hall, “The nature of society”  [R]
10/1
Great Zimbabwe

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 23-25 (review), 141-165


excerpt in class from “The lost city of Zimbabwe” (video 97.0127)



{ take-home exam on Unit One handed out  9/29, due in class 10/6 }
UNIT TWO: WORLD RELIGIONS, TRADE AND STATE-FORMATION 
10/6
spread of Christianity and Islam across North Africa

Shillington, History of Africa, 61-76, 88-92
Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 66-71
10/8
early trans-Saharan trade and western Sudan states: internal vs. external influences


Shillington, History of Africa, 77-87
Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 97-115
S. K. McIntosh, “Modeling political organization in large-scale settlement clusters”, in Beyond 
Chiefdoms, 66-79
10/13
READING DAY  (no class meeting)
10/15
Mali and Songhay: religion and political authority


Shillington, History of Africa, 92-105

D. Niane, Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali
Keita movie (video 98.0236), shown on evening of Sunday 10/18
10/20
Islam and states in the central Sudan: Kanem-Borno, Hausa and Darfur

Shillington, History of Africa, 182-186

Alex de Waal, “Who are the Darfurians? Arab and African identities, violence and external 

engagement” [E]
10/22
Islamization, Arabization and Africanization: summary and analysis

Z. Dramani-Issifou, “Islam as a social system in Africa since the seventh century”  [R]

R. Dunn, “Mali”  [R]

10/27
Swahili towns

Shillington, History of Africa, 120-129

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 167-187

A. Mazrui and I. Shariff, “Swahili identity revisited”   [R]
B. Shahriyar, “An African Adventure”  [R]
10/29
Ethiopia

Shillington, History of Africa, 67-71 (review), 106-114, 163-165
Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 73-95



{ take-home exam on Unit Two handed out  10/27, due in class 11/3 }
UNIT THREE:  SLAVERY, EUROPEANS AND COASTAL WEST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
11/3
arrival of European traders

B. Davidson, “Africa and the invention of racism”  [R]

M. Malowist, “The struggle for international trade and its implications for Africa”  [R]
11/5
slavery in Africa

P. Lovejoy, “Africa and slavery”, 1-23  [R]
11/10
Atlantic slave trade

Shillington, History of Africa, 169-178

Bailey, African Voices, 57-93, 115-151
11/12
experiences of slavery
Bailey, African Voices, 95-113

I. Wilks, “The capture and travels of Ayuba Suleiman Ibrahima”  [R]
O. Equiano, Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olauda Equiano, 45-88  [M]
excerpt in class from Africans in America (video 99.0425)
11/17
Asante and the “gold coast”

Shillington, History of Africa, 192-194

Bailey, African Voices, 27-56, 153-186

11/19
viewpoints on the history of slavery in West Africa
Bailey, African Voices, 1-25, 217-231

 in class “The slave kingdoms”, from Wonders of the African World (video 04.0112)

11/25, 11/27
THANKSGIVING  BREAK  (no classes)

12/1
Yoruba and the “slave coast”
Shillington, History of Africa, 186-192 

Garlake, Early Art and Architecture, 117-139

excerpt in class from “Traders, the city and men from over the sea” (video 97.0129)
12/3
western Central African kingdoms

Shillington, History of Africa, 142-143 (review), 195-201
R. Asombang, “Sacred centers and urbanization in West Central Africa”, in Beyond 

Chiefdoms, 80-87

R. Gray, “The Kongo kingdom and the papacy” [A]
12/8
Mozambique and the Zambezi valley
Shillington, History of Africa, 129-135, 151-3, 201-204
H. Bhila, “Southern Zambezia”, 641-682  [R]
12/10
South African Cape

Shillington, History of Africa, 210-218

documents in J. Williams (ed.), From the South African Past, 6-9, 34-43  [R]
12/15
Africa in 1800: summary and review
12/18
Unit Three exam

in class, Friday, 6:30-9:30 P.M.
