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Brief Description


This seminar is organized so as to present the student with the opportunity to carry out an individual, historical research project.  The seminar will provide the basis for each student to formulate ideas concerning his or her research project, and to identify relevant sources for writing a substantial research paper.  The seminar class will meet as a receptive and constructive forum; all of the participants will comprise an audience for each other’s work.  To a significant extent, the seminar’s development over the course of the semester will depend on students’ participation in it and contributions to it.  Students will report on their work to one another and assist one another at every stage of their projects. (Students will also consult regularly with the instructor about their particular project.)   The seminar will culminate with the presentation of the research projects at a conference of senior history majors, and the completion of the research paper.  This essay will serve as the foundation of the senior exercise in the spring semester.

Requirements and Grading


The requirements of the course consist of the assignments detailed in another section, in addition to class attendance and participation.  Grading for the seminar will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 300, apportioned as follows among the assignments (and class participation):

1. The research proposal and annotated bibliography: 30 points; 

2. The historiographical essay: 30 points; 

3. The first draft of the research paper: 60 points; 

4. The final draft of the research paper: 100 points; 

5. The research conference presentation: 30 points; and 

6. Class participation: 50 points.

Students are expected to participate actively and thoughtfully in class discussions and in reviewing one another’s written work and the assigned readings.  Attendance of seminar meetings is necessary; unexcused absences will result in a lowered participation grade.  If for any reason a student has to miss a class, he or she must inform the instructor.  More than one unexcused absence will result in the loss of 15 points from the participation grade (for each absence).


The final letter grade will be determined by the percent of points earned out of the total of 300, according to the following scale:

97-100%   A+

87-89%     B+

77-79%     C+

65-69%     D


93-96%     A

83-86%     B

73-76%     C

< 65%       F


90-92%     A-

80-82%     B-

70-72%     C-

Readings

The readings for the class are mainly the papers and other materials that will be produced by students during the course of the semester, but there are also two assigned books. The assigned readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s seminar meeting. The required texts can be purchased in the Kenyon bookstore. They are:

Anthony Brundage, Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing, 3rd ed. (Wheeling, IL: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2002); and 

Christopher Lasch, Plain Style: A Guide to Written English, ed. Stewart Weaver (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002) 
Supplementary Resources and Guidelines


There are many resources available at the library and via the LBIS website to help with compiling a bibliography, conducting research, writing and other components of producing a major research paper. Many of these resources are listed on the LBIS website for history classes at: http://lbis.kenyon.edu/subj/hist.  Other history faculty specializing in the fields or topics relevant to the students’ research project should also be consulted by students for further information or guidance.

Both drafts of the research paper must have citations and a complete bibliography of sources used. The History Department has adopted Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations as the guide for correct form, copies of which are available at the library information desk. For writing assistance, consult with the Kenyon Writing Center in Olin Library room 307 (http://lbis.kenyon.edu/services/writingcenter) and the Online Writing Lab (http://owl.kenyon.edu). Also please review carefully the section on “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Kenyon College Course of Study for 2007-8. 

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see the instructor and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453.

Assignments
Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography

The purpose of this assignment is to explain the question that one intends to explore in the research paper and to describe the sources that will enable one to do so. The research proposal should outline the objectives and parameters of the research; it should be 500-700 words (2-3 pages, double spaced) in length. The attached annotated bibliography should include the full bibliographic information of at least 4 primary sources and 12 secondary sources, with 3 or 4 sentences describing the value or significance of each source.  This assignment is due at the beginning of class on September 17.

Historiographical Essay

The historiographical essay is an analysis of the different ways that historians have thus far studied and presented the proposed topic of the student’s research paper. In describing various interpretations, the essay also examines reasons for any variations, critiques their limitations, and suggests new directions for future research, such as that proposed by the student. The essay should be 1500-2000 words (5-8 pages, double-spaced) in length.  It is due at the beginning of class on Oct. 1; students need to bring to class one copy for each member. 

Student-Selected Reading


Each student will select a journal article related to her or his research, and the class will collectively analyze the strengths and weaknesses of these articles as works of historical research and presentation. Two copies of the article are due in class on Oct. 15, and they will thereafter be available in Seitz House for other students to read or copy.

First Draft of the Research Paper 


The first draft of the research paper should be 6000-7000 words (20-25 pages, double-spaced) in length.  It is due at the beginning of class on Nov. 12, and students need to bring to class a copy for each member.
Research Conference Presentation 


Each student will give a presentation of his or her research findings at a conference of all senior history majors, which will be scheduled at the end of the semester, probably  for around December 10.  Details of the format for the presentation and conference will be determined later in the semester. 

Final Draft of Research Paper
The final draft of the research paper should be 7000-8000 words (25-30 pages, double-spaced) in length, and it is due at Prof. Suarez-Potts’ office by 4:30 pm on Dec. 18.
Schedule of Assignments, Topics and Readings
Aug. 27
Introduction
Sept. 3

Individual Consultations


Each student meets with the instructor to select a topic for the research paper

Sept. 10
Writing a History Research Paper


Brundage, Going to the Sources
Sept. 17
Presentation and Discussion of Research Proposals
Each student presents her or his research proposal, which is discussed by others in the seminar

Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography Are Due
Sept. 24
Individual Consultations


Each student meets with the instructor to discuss his or her research proposal and 



historiographical essay

Oct. 1

Style


Lasch, Plain Style


Historiographical Essay Is Due: Please Bring a Copy for Each Seminar Member
Oct. 8

No Class Meeting (Reading Day)


Students continue with their research and writing

Oct. 15
Discussion of Historiographical Essays


Student-Selected Readings Are Due (Provide Two Copies to the Seminar)
Oct. 22
Collective analysis of student-selected readings


Discussion of half of the student-selected readings

Oct. 29
Collective Analysis of Student-Selected Readings


Discussion of other half of the student-selected readings

Nov. 5

Individual Consultations
Each student meets with the instructor to discuss the progress of her or his research and writing

Nov. 12
Self-Assessment of First Drafts


Each student briefly describes issues confronted in producing first draft



First Draft of Research Paper Is Due – Bring a copy for each seminar member 

Nov. 26
Collective Review of First Drafts


Discussion of half of the first drafts; students return copies of those drafts with

comments to their authors 

Dec. 3

Collective Review of First Drafts
Discussion of other half of the first drafts; students return copies of those drafts 

with comments to their authors 

Dec. 10
Senior Research Conference




Students present their research papers at a public conference; specific time and 



place tba.

Dec. 18
Second Draft of Research Paper Is Due at Prof. Suarez-Potts’ office by 4:30 p.m. 
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