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Introduction
This seminar introduces students to the subject of the Mexican Revolution. It is a period in the early twentieth century (1910-1920) that defies easy description and categorization; yet the major social and political struggles that characterized the period certainly have affected the course of Mexican history.  This seminar will examine these struggles, their origins, and their implications as the country emerged from civil war in the 1920s, and then underwent substantial reform in the 1930s.  Further, the seminar will consider the meaning(s) of the Revolution, and how it has been conceived and re-imagined in cultural and ideological terms until the presidential elections of 2000.  The seminar will examine primary sources in class, but the assignments and reading will focus on the historiography concerning the Revolution, and on the interpretation of its political, social and cultural significance.

Requirements
There are no specific prerequisites for this course.  Students, however, should have some historical knowledge of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries and be prepared to gain quickly an overview of the main events of modern Mexican history.

Students will need to write two historiographic essays, each about 10-12 pages in length (typed, double-spaced) and conforming to U. of Chicago citation style.  Each student will also present his or her work to the seminar.  These two writing assignments and oral presentations will be explained in greater detail at the first meeting of the seminar.  Students will need to consult with the instructor individually about their paper topics.  Part of the assignment of the first essay will include submitting a substantial draft (about 9 pages), and then revising it for a second submission; students will be encouraged to submit a draft of their second essay well in advance of its due date, but this will not be required.  Students will also be expected to read about 150 pages each week, on average (sometimes more pages will be assigned, rarely less) and participate actively in seminar discussions.  Such participation may include helping to facilitate, with another student, a seminar discussion.
As this is seminar, attendance is essential, as well as informed participation.  Any unexcused absence will severely affect the participation grade. Written assignments, presentations, and seminar participation will be given a letter grade and grading will be meaningful: in order to achieve a B or an A, you will need to present good or excellent work, and in order to pass with a C, satisfactory work.  Late papers will be penalized unless the instructor grants an extension before the deadline.  All forms of plagiarism are prohibited.  A brief definition of plagiarism is ‘using another’s work covertly, so as to represent the material as one’s own’; see the Kenyon College Catalog for a more detailed and complete definition. The grading formula is outlined below.

Grading
	Seminar Participation
	25%

	2 Oral Presentations 
	15%

	2 Historiographical  (Including Draft) Papers 
	60%

	Total
	100%


If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see the instructor and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453.

Course Books
The following books are required for the course:

1. Michael J. Gonzales, The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2002);

2. Mariano Azuela, The Underdogs (A Novel of the Mexican Revolution)(New York: Modern Library Classics, 2002);

3. John Womack, Jr., Zapata and the Mexican Revolution (New York: Vintage Books, 1970);

4. Thomas Benjamin, La Revolución: Mexico’s Great Revolution as Memory, Myth and History (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000);

5. Héctor Aguilar Camín and Lorenzo Meyer, In the Shadow of the Mexican Revolution: Contemporary Mexican History, 1910-1989 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1993);

6. Carlos Fuentes, The Death of Artemio Cruz (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1991); 

7. Julia Preston and Samuel Dillon, The Opening of Mexico: The Making of a Democracy (New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2004).

In addition, a number of other readings listed below have been placed on reserve at the library, including on e-reserve.  Such readings will be identified throughout the semester.

Weekly Themes and Reading Assignments
Wednesday, Sept. 3: Introduction to the Course

There will be no reading assignment this week.
Wednesday, Sept. 10: Overview of the Mexican Revolution
Reading Assignment: Gonzales, The Mexican Revolution, Chapters 2-5; and Aguilar and Meyer, In the Shadow, Chapters 1-2.
Wednesday, Sept. 17: Origins of the Mexican Revolution 
Reading Assignment: Gonzales, Chapter 1; Womack, Zapata, Chapters 1-4 
Wednesday, September 24: The Revolutionary Struggle, 1911-20
Reading Assignment: Womack, Zapata, Chapters 5-10 (Recommended: finishing the book)
Wednesday, October 1: The Revolution as Visual Art
Reading Assignment: None because in addition to viewing photographs of murals, students will present their historiographical essays, and comment on them

Draft of First Essay Is Due at the Beginning of Class
Wednesday, October 8: The Revolution as Novel 
Reading Assignment: Azuela, The Underdogs 

Wednesday, October 15: The 1920s

Reading Assignment: Camin & Meyer, In the Shadow, Chapter 3; and Gonzales, Chapters 6-8; and Womack, Zapata, Chapter 11.

First Essay Is Due October 15 at the Beginning of Class

Wednesday, October 22: Cardenismo
Reading Assignment: Aguilar and Meyer, In the Shadow, Chapter 4; Gonzales, Chapter 9 and Conclusion
Wednesday, October 29: After the Revolution 
Reading Assignment: Aguilar and Meyer, In the Shadow, Chapters 5-7; Womack, Zapata, Epilogue. 

Wednesday, November 5: Meanings of the Revolution 
Reading Assignment: Benjamin, La Revolución, Introduction, and Chapters 1-3 and 6.  Review Chapters 4-5, too.
Wednesday, November 12: Disillusionment with the Revolution
Reading Assignment: Fuentes, The Death of Artemio Cruz
Wednesday, November 19: The Revolution and Modern Mexico
Reading Assignment: Preston and Dillon, Opening Mexico, Chapters 1-6.
Thanksgiving Week
Wednesday, December 3: Reforming Modern Mexico?
Reading Assignment: Preston and Dillon, Opening Mexico, Chapters 7-14.

Wednesday, December 10: Conclusion: Modern Mexico (Beyond the Revolution)

Reading Assignment: Preston and Dillon, Opening Mexico, Chapters 15-17, and Epilogue. 

Students will also present their second essays as works in progress, and comment about them. 

Second Essay Is Due December 15, at 5 p.m., in Seitz 2.
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