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Description


This course considers the history of relations between the United States and Latin America from about the time that Latin American countries became independent states (ca. 1820s) until the present.  It is organized chronologically but addresses economic, social and cultural themes, as well as political ones.  The course examines basic reasons for the shape that U.S.-Latin American relations have taken, as well as some of the implications of such relations for the peoples most affected by them. 

Requirements

Typically, a class meeting will be comprised of some lecturing and some discussion.  This course requires of the student that he or she read and comprehend critically the historians’ works assigned, as well as read closely and sensitively assigned primary sources, which will form part of the basis of our in-class discussions. Therefore, an important part of this course concerns the student’s approach to the designated readings.  It is crucial that students attend all classes, and come to class prepared to discuss the relevant readings.  (More than two unexcused absences by a student will affect negatively the student’s final grade.)  Normally the instructor will notify the students what they should read before the next class meeting (the syllabus, too, indicates the weekly reading assignments, see below).  

Class participation will account for a substantial 15% of the grade, and will be evaluated on the basis of both student contributions in class, and student-posed questions sent on Tuesdays, by 10 p.m. by e-mail to the instructor.  These questions will help inform class discussions on Wednesdays and Fridays (and the instructor will refer to them), and should be written thoughtfully.  

In addition there will be four reading comprehension quizzes scheduled throughout the semester (see below).  Each quiz is worth 5% of the semester grade, and will be based solely on the reading assignments of the preceding weeks (not yet quizzed, but inclusive of the assignment for the week in which the quiz is given).  There will also be one map quiz, also worth 5% of the semester grade.  Students must be present on the date that the quiz is given to be able to take it; only excused absences will be recognized (for purposes of a makeup).

One paper approximately 5-6 pages in length, double-spaced, is due on May 4.  A one-page proposal (which should include a provisional thesis statement) is due on February 23.  This paper should review one of the book assignments from the second half of the semester, and in particular should address the historian’s argument, relating it to a relevant theme of the course.  Students will need to meet with the instructor to discuss their proposal before the proposal is due.  The paper is worth 20% of the grade.  Any late paper will be subject to a penalty.  Plagiarism will be sanctioned in accord with the applicable college policy. 

Lastly, there will be a mid-term exam and a final exam.  Both exams will ask the student to address relevant reading assignments as well as issues raised in class.  The exams are worth 10% and 30%, respectively. (The grading formula is summarized below.)  The mid-term will be given on March 3, in class (students will have one hour to answer the exam questions).  The final exam will be given on May 11, at 8:30 a.m., and will be designed to occupy students for about two hours.  Students must sit for both exams at the designated times and places. Any student with any disability requiring a special accommodation should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester, as well as the appropriate college office, so that accommodations can be made.

Grading

Class Participation: 15% 

Quizzes: 20%

Map Quiz: 5%

Paper: 20%

Mid-Term Exam: 10%

Final Exam: 30%

All of the above will be given a letter grade.  Although grades will not be apportioned pursuant to a curve, grading will be meaningful: in order to achieve a B or an A, you will need to present good or excellent work; and in order to pass with a C, satisfactory work (including evidence of the completion of the readings) will be required.  I do not recommend enrolling in this course if you are disinclined to read the assignments or attend class.

Course Books

The following required books are available at the bookstore:

1. Robert H. Holden and Eric Zolov, Latin America and the United States, A Documentary History (Oxford University Press, 2000). 

2. Lars Schoultz, Beneath the United States: A History of U.S. Policy Toward Latin America (Cambridge University Press, 1998).

3. Josefina Zoraida Vásquez and Lorenzo Meyer, The United States and Mexico (University of Chicago Press, 1985).

4. Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer, Bitter Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala, revised and expanded (Harvard University Press/David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, 2005).

5. Jules Benjamin, The United States and the Origins of the Cuban Revolution (Princeton University Press, 1992).

6. Ruth Leacock, Requiem for Revolution: The United States and Brazil, 1961-1969 (Kent State University Press, 1990).

7. Robert Pastor, Not Condemned to Repetition (Westview Press, 2002).

There will be a number of supplemental readings (cited below), which will be discussed in class, and which are accessible either through electronic reserve (e-reserve) or have been placed on reserve at the library.

Weekly Themes and Reading Assignments
Week 1: Introduction to Principal Themes of the Course
Wednesday, January 17: Introduction: Basic Issues and Approach of the Course

Friday, January 19: The Monroe Doctrine and Latin America’s Independent States

Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapter 1; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.

Week 2: The Mexican American War 

Wednesday, January 24: Mexican and American Politics through the Mid-19th Century

Friday, January 26: The Mexican-American War, and Its Aftermath; Map Quiz 
Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapter 2; Vasquez and Meyer, Chapters 1-5; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 7, 8, and 11.

Week 3: The U.S., the Caribbean and Central America in the Nineteenth Century 

Wednesday, January 31: The U.S. and Central America to 1900

Friday, February 2: The U.S. and the Caribbean to 1898; Quiz 1
Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapters 3, 4, 5 and 7; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 12, 13, 14, 16, 23, 30, 32, 37.

Week 4: The Spanish-American War and the Panama Canal

Wednesday, February 7: The Spanish American War 

Friday, February 9: The Founding of Panama

Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapters 8 and 9; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 9, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 33 and 34. 

Week 5: The U.S. in the Caribbean Basin and Latin America, 1900-1932 

Wednesday, February 14: American Influence in the Caribbean and Central America

Friday, February 16: The Implications of World War I and the Depression; Quiz 2 

Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapters 10, 11, 12 and 13; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 29, 39, 41, 42, 46, 50 and 52.

Week 6: The U.S. and the Mexico, 1910-1940  

Wednesday, February 21: The U.S. and the Mexican Revolution

Friday, February 23: The U.S., and Mexico, 1920-40; (and paper proposal)
Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapter 14; Vasquez and Meyer, Chapters 6, 7 and 8; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 45, 48 and 58.  The paper proposal is due on Friday, February 23 at the beginning of class.
Week 7: The Good Neighbor Policy and World War

Wednesday, February 28: The Good Neighbor Policy, 1933-45

Friday, March 2: Mid-Term Exam
Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapters 15 and 16; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62 and 65. 

[Spring Vacation]
Week 8: The Cold War in Latin America

Wednesday, March 21: The Possibilities and Realities for Latin America after 1945

Friday, March 23: The Coup of 1954 in Guatemala

Reading Assignment: Schoultz, Chapters 17; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 68, 69, 70, 71 and 73; Schlesinger and Kinzer, Bitter Fruit (selections).

Week 9: The Cuban Revolution

Wednesday, March 28: Revolution in Cuba

Friday, March 30:  The Revolution and U.S.-Latin American Relations; Quiz 3
Reading Assignment: Benjamin (selections); Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 80, 83, 85, 87, 88, 91, 92, and 94.

Week 10: The U.S. and the Southern Cone

Wednesday, April 4: The Brazilian Military Coup of 1964

Friday, April 6: The Chilean Military Coup, 1973

Reading Assignment: Leacock, Requiem for Revolution, Chapters 1-10; Holden and Zolov, Document No. 102; and documents from the Peter Kornbluh, The Pinochet File (to be distributed and reviewed in class).
Week 11: Central American Wars and the U.S.

Wednesday, April 11: Human Rights; and the Nicaraguan Revolution

Friday, April 13:  U.S. Policies toward Central America, 1981-90
Reading Assignment: Pastor, Chapters 3-17; Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 105, 106, 109, 110 and 113.

Week 12: The End of the Cold War

Wednesday, April 18: New Possibilities? Transitions to Electoral Democracies 

Friday, April 20: From the Invasion of Panama to Plan Colombia; Quiz 4
Reading Assignment: Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 116 and 122; Recommended: “Plan Colombia: Plan for Peace, Prosperity, and the Strengthening of the Nation”: www.usip.org/library/pa/colombia/adddoc/plan_colombia_10199.html 
Week 13: The Washington Consensus, NAFTA – and Future Agreements

Wednesday, April 25: Economic Policies in Latin America Since 1982

Friday, April 27: NAFTA and Further Free Trade Agreements
Reading Assignment: Vásquez and Meyer, Chapter 10; E.V.K. Fitzgerald, “Trade, Investment and NAFTA: The Economics of Neighborhood,” in The United States and the New Agenda (photocopy on reserve); Holden and Zolov, Document Nos. 118 and 121.

Week 14: A Turn to the Left in Latin America? 

Wednesday, May 2: The Challenge (or Promise) of Venezuela, and Recent Election Outcomes Throughout Latin America

Friday, May 4: Summation and Review

The Paper is due on Friday, May 4, at the beginning of class.
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