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Description


This course introduces the student to the awesome and tragic encounters among Amerindians, Africans and Europeans over 500 years ago, and then proceeds to describe historically the societies that formed in the Americas as colonial domains of the Iberian states: Castile, then Spain, and Portugal.  The course is structured chronologically and addresses themes central to an understanding of the evolution of Latin America’s political, economic and social formations.  As the lectures cover an extensive period of time (the fifteenth century through the end of the eighteenth century), most themes cannot be analyzed exhaustively.  Nonetheless, lectures and readings will convey a sense of the incredible past of Latin America, and provide a foundation for further study in Latin American history as well as in the history of the Atlantic world, including Africa and Europe. There are no pre-requisites for the class. 

Requirements

This course will also introduce students to historical practices, such as reading closely primary sources, evaluating critically secondary works (both articles and books written by historians), and writing short essays clearly and persuasively.  Classes will be comprised of a mix of lecture and discussion.  Timely completion of reading assignments and class attendance thus are imperative.  More than two unexcused absences by a student will affect negatively the student’s final grade. 

The required written assignments are as follows.  Two response papers, each about 3-4 pages in length, double-spaced, will be due on specified dates (see below).  The instructor will provide students with the questions for the response papers.  Two longer papers, each about 5-6 pages in length, double-spaced, are due on October 31 and December 5.  These papers should be based, in consultation with the instructor, on the course readings, including primary sources published in Mills, Taylor and Graham’s text.  Approaches to writing the required papers will be discussed further in class.  Here, it is important to recognize that all forms of plagiarism are prohibited.  A brief definition of plagiarism is ‘using another’s work covertly, so as to represent the material as one’s own’; see the Kenyon College Catalog for a more detailed and complete definition.  Late papers will be penalized unless the instructor has granted an extension in advance.  Apart from the papers, there will be an in-class map quiz, two in-class reading comprehension quizzes, and a final exam.  The respective weighting of each course requirement is set out below.

Please note further: If you might need an accommodation in order to participate fully in the class (because of a disability), contact Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu, or x5453, and the instructor.  
Grading

Class Participation: 15% 

Response Papers (2): 20%

Reading Comprehension Quizzes (2): 10%

Map Quiz: 5%

Papers (2): 30%

Two Hour Final Exam: 20%

All of the above will be given a letter grade.  Although grades will not be apportioned pursuant to a curve, grading will be meaningful: in order to achieve a B or an A, you will need to present good or excellent work; and in order to pass with a C, satisfactory work (including evidence of the completion of the readings) will be required.  I do not recommend enrolling in this course if you are disinclined to read the assignments or attend class.

Course Books

The following books are required reading for the course, and have been ordered through the bookstore:

1. James Lockhart and Stuart Schwartz, Early Latin America: A History of Colonial Spanish America and Brazil  (Cambridge University Press, 1999).
2. Kenneth Mills, William Taylor, and Sandra Lauderdale Graham, Colonial Latin America: A Documentary History (SR Books, 2004).
3. Bartolomé de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies (Penguin Books, 1992).
4. Susan Migden Socolow, The Women of Colonial Latin America (Cambridge University Press, 2000).
5. Herbert S. Klein and Ben Vinson, African Slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2d. ed. (Oxford University Press, 2007).
6. R. Douglas Cope, The Limits of Racial Domination: Plebeian Society in Colonial Mexico City, 1660-1720 (University of Wisconsin Press, 1994).
7. Ward Stavig, The World of Tupac Amaru (University of Nebraska, 1999).
8. Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of This World (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006).
Supplemental readings (cited fully under the weekly assignments, below) are accessible through JSTOR or have been placed on reserve in the library or history department.  Copies of additional readings will also be distributed in class for discussions. 

Weekly Themes and Reading Assignments
Week 1 – Introduction 

Friday, August 29: Introduction to the History of Latin America – Principal Themes

Week 2 – Pre-Columbian America
Monday, September 1: The Aztecs in Mesoamerica

Wednesday, September 3: Incas in South America

Friday, September 5: Map Quiz; and Discussion of Readings
Reading Assignment: James Lockhart and Stuart Schwartz, Early Latin America (hereinafter Lockhart & Schwartz), Chapter 2; Edward Calnek, “Patterns of Empire Formation in the Valley of Mexico, Late Postclassic Period, 1200-1521,” Franklin Pease, “the Formation of Tawantinsuyu: Mechanisms of Colonization and Relationship with Ethnic Groups,” both on e-reserve; Susan Migden Socolow, The Women of Colonial Latin America, Chapter 2; Ward Stavig, The World of Tupac Amaru, Chapter 1; and Kenneth Mills, William Taylor and Sandra Lauderdale Graham, Colonial Latin America: A Documentary History (hereinafter Mills & Taylor), Nos. 2, and 4. 

Week 3 – Spanish Conquests in the Americas, Part One 

Monday, September 8: The Virgin and the Bull
Wednesday, September 10: Iberian Antecedents to the Conquest of the Americas

Friday, September 12: Columbus’s Voyages (Discussion)

Reading Assignment: Lockhart and Schwartz, Chapters 1 and 3; The Diario of Christopher Columbus’s First Voyage to America, 1492-1493, translated by Dunn and Kelley (e-reserve, listed as Oct. 10-Oct. 14); Socolow, Chapter 1; Mills & Taylor, No. 5.
Week 4 – Spanish Conquests in the Americas, Part Two
Monday, September 15: The Colonization of the Caribbean and Film
Wednesday, September 17: The Conquest of the Mexica-Aztecs

Friday, September 19: The Conquest of the Inca.  First Response Paper Due

Reading Assignment: Bartolomé de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies; and Miguel Leon-Portilla, ed., “The Story of the Conquest as Told by the Anonymous Authors of Taltelolco” in The Broken Spears (e-reserve).
Week 5 – The Consolidation of Spanish Conquests in the Americas

Monday, September 22: Demographic Catastrophe

Wednesday, September 24: Indigenous Accommodation to Spanish Rule?

Friday, September 26: Assessing the Impact of the Spanish Invasion of the Americas
Reading Assignment: Francis J. Brooks, “Revising the Conquest of Mexico: Small Pox, Sources and Populations,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 24:1 (1993): 1-29; Susan Kellogg, “Hegemony Out of Conquest: The First Two Centuries of Spanish Rule in Central Mexico,” Radical History Review, 53 (1992): 27-46; Mills & Taylor, Nos. 20, and 21; and Alonso de Zorita, “Why the Indians Are Dying” (handout).
Week 6 – Brazil and Peripheral Areas in South America

Monday, September 29: Portuguese Expansion in Brazil

Wednesday, October 1: Iberian Expansion beyond Core Settlement Zones

Friday, October 3: Discussion and Quiz 1
Reading Assignment: Lockhart & Schwartz, Chapters 6 and 8; Klein and Vinson, African Slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean, Chapter 1, and Mills and Taylor, Nos. 6, 7, 13.

Week 7 – Brazil and the Sugar Economy
Monday, October 6: The Plantation Economy in Brazil

Wednesday, October 8:  Slavery in Brazil and in the Atlantic World

Friday, October 10: Reading Day: No Class
Reading Assignment: Lockhart and Schwartz, Chapter 7; Klein and Vinson, African Slavery, Chapters 2-4 and 7-8.
Week 8 – Habsburg Institutions and the Colonial Economy in Spanish America

Monday, October 13: Colonial Economies

Wednesday, October 15: “The Evils of Cochineal” and (Review) “Why the Indians Are Dying”

Friday, October 17: Discussion and Second Response Paper Due
Reading Assignment: Lockhart & Schwartz, Chapters 4 and 5; and John Lynch, “The Institutional Framework of Colonial Spanish America,” Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 24, Quincentenary Supplement: The Colonial and Post Colonial Experience. Five Centuries of Spanish and Portuguese America (1992): 69-81; Stavig, The World of Tupac Amaru, Chapter 6; and Mills & Taylor, No. 15. 

Week 9 – The Church and Religious Culture in Iberian America

Monday, October 20: (Film)

Wednesday, October 22: Religion and Culture in Iberian America

Friday, October 24: Discussion 
Reading Assignment: Mills & Taylor, Nos. 1, 8, 9, 27, and 34.  

Week 10 – Gender Relations in Iberian America
Monday, October 27: Gender and Social Relations

Wednesday, October 29: Gender Relations in Documents (handout)

Friday, October 31: Discussion; First Paper Due   
Reading Assignment: Socolow, The Women of Colonial Latin America, Chapters 3-10; Mills and Taylor, Nos. 30 and 31.
Week 11 – Urban and Rural Society in Spanish America
Monday, November 3: The Two Republics

Wednesday, November 5: Race Relations in Urban Settings

Friday, November 7: Discussion 
Reading Assignment: R. Douglas Cope, The Limits of Racial Domination
Week 12 – European Imperial Rivalries (Part One): Their American Implications  

Monday, November 10: European Dynastic Rivalries and Their Consequences in the Americas

Wednesday, November 12: Pirates, Smugglers, Merchants, and Atlantic Commerce

Friday, November 14: Film Outside of Class: The Age of Gold
Reading Assignment: J.H. Elliott, “Spain and America in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries,” and Brading, “Bourbon Spain and Its American Empire,” both in Leslie Bethell, ed., Cambridge History of Latin America (on reserve); Kenneth Maxwell, Naked Tropics: Essays on Empire and Other Rogues (Routledge, 2003)(on reserve), Chapter 4.
Week 13 – European Wars (Part Two): Colonial Reforms  
Monday, November 17: Bourbon Reforms in Spanish America

Wednesday, November 19: Pombaline Reforms in Brazil

Friday, November 21: Discussion; Quiz 2
Reading Assignment: Lockhart & Schwartz, Chapters 9 and 10; Socolow, Chapter 11; Mills and Taylor, Nos. 42 and 44.

[Thanksgiving]

Week 14 – Social Conflicts toward the End of the Eighteenth Century

Monday, December 1: Social Conflict in Iberian America

Wednesday, December 3: Indigenous Revolts in the Andes

Friday, December 5: Discussion; Second Paper Due
Reading Assignment: Stavig, The World of Tupac Amaru, Chapters 3-5, and 7-8; Klein and Vinson, African Slavery in Latin America, Chapter 9; and Mills and Taylor, Nos. 41 and 43.

Week 15 –The Coming of the Atlantic Revolutions and Colonial Legacies
Monday, December 8: The Coming of Independence

Wednesday, December 10: Legacies?

Friday, December 12: Summation and Review
Reading Assignment: Lockhart and Schwartz, Chapter 11; and A. Carpentier, The Kingdom of This World.
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