
History Senior Exercise
Your Senior Exercise will consist of a portfolio containing the following elements:  

(1)
Your original senior seminar research essay with the “marked-up” notes/comments from the seminar instructor;

(2)
a revised and expanded senior research project of up to 35 pages, preceded by a brief explanation of the chief ways it differs from your senior seminar essay; and

(3)
Field Within the Major form (see History Department administrative assistant if you need a copy).

I.  Portfolio

A. 
At any stage of your work, feel free to consult with members of the history faculty about the Senior Exercise.

B.
Submit a project that meets high analytical, stylistic and technical standards.  To be acceptable, a Senior Exercise must be not only well researched and thoughtfully designed, but also well written, proofread, and accompanied by proper notes and bibliography.  For proper form, please consult Kate Turabian’s, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.

C.
Submit two complete copies (two each of original essay, revised essay, and Field Within the Major form) of the portfolio held together by staples or binder clips.  Folders or notebooks are not necessary.  In addition, keep a third copy for yourself, since you may wish to review your work before the oral interview.

II.  Description of Senior Research Project
A.
The senior history research project incorporates work done in the senior research seminar.  The seminar allows history majors to work closely with the history faculty member(s) who are teaching the senior research seminar in the fall semester.  Following the senior research seminar, and in consultation with the student’s faculty advisor and faculty members who are knowledgeable in the subject matter of the essay, students will significantly expand their exploration of the subject.  It is not enough simply to edit the senior seminar project.  The revised and expanded senior research paper involves: significant reconceptualization; additional research (and thus an expanded bibliography); and generally either profoundly deepening the existing theme(s), or taking one or more aspects of the project in a different direction.  The senior exercise may take any number of directions.  Some topics could be refined for a presentation to an imagined professional conference.  Others could be reshaped into video productions for scholarly, community, or school presentation.  If you have other ideas for reformatting your research please speak with relevant history faculty.
If a web page is incorporated into your revised project, you must provide the web address as well as a printed copy of the web pages.  If special equipment is needed or the project/exhibit needs to be viewed at a specific location this information should be provided at the time the portfolio is submitted.
B. Senior Honors Option: Senior Honors students may rework their “preliminary draft” chapter


that they submitted to the Honors seminar in the fall, for the “new expanded paper” as described above.  They should also explain how it fits into their thesis as a whole and draw on the suggestions and criticism offered in the seminar.



Otherwise, Senior Honors candidates should follow the instructions contained in this handout.

III.
Field Within The Major Form  
A.
You will submit the original Field Within the Major form, along with any changes that were subsequently made to this form.

IV.
Oral interview
A.
Shortly after submission of your senior exercise you will be asked to participate in a forty-five minute oral interview with two members of the history department faculty.  This interview will focus on your research project and on its relation to prominent themes in your concentration. The oral interview will count in the evaluation of the senior exercise.

V.
Evaluation
A.
Two members of the history department faculty will read and evaluate each portfolio and will conduct and evaluate the oral interview.

B.
Readers will look for demonstrable competence: intelligent formulation of subject, thorough research, original and thoughtful development of interpretation, well supported arguments, fair consideration of alternative views, coherence, and imagination.

C.
Satisfactory Senior Exercises will be graded “Pass,” “High Pass,” or “Distinction.”  Those which are judged by the two readers either to be candidates for Distinction or to be unsatisfactory will be reviewed by the department before a grade is assigned.

VI.
Dates
A.
You may hand in your portfolio either on January 22, or on February 19, Seitz House Room 10, by 2:00 pm, without exception.

B. 
Oral Interviews will be conducted in the two weeks after Spring Break beginning March 22.
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