
The Great African American Migration: 1900-1970 

History 391
Fall 2009  
Mr. Scott

Course Reading:
Stucky, Slave Culture
Joyner, Down by the Riverside
Gutman, Black Family in American History
Painter, Exodusters
Ball, Sweet Hell Inside
Grossman, Land of Hope
Trotter, et al., Great Migration
Unser, Indians, Settlers, and Slaves

Course Requirements:
1) Attendance at all seminars. Students who fail to attend seminars will suffer significant grade reductions.  Students are excused only with a Dean's excuse or for College-recognized holidays.  In all instances, inform me of the reason for absences.

2) Participation is critical to the success of the seminar.  Your final grade will, in part, be based on your participation.

2) Complete all assigned readings and write a two-page (600 words) comment for each, due at my office the Tuesday morning (9am) on the day that the reading is scheduled for discussion.  I will accept a Word email attachment of your comment.  The grade for your comments will be determined by your understanding of the author’s argument, the thoughtfulness of your argument, and the quality of your writing. Comments will represent a significant portion of your final grade.
3) Choose a city in which African American migrants settled in large numbers during the twentieth century.   Write a five-page essay that evaluates the existing scholarship on the Great Migration to your city and the primary sources available in the Kenyon Library on the topic. The essay on the secondary and primary sources on your subject is due 9 am Tuesday, November 10.  The following week, by 9am Tuesday, November 17, turn in a three-page “proposal” for your research paper.  Your  Research Paper should be 12 to 15 typed pages (4000-5000 words), based exclusively on primary sources.  It will be due on last day of the exam period (December 21). Papers will be graded on use of primary resources, the effectiveness of argument, the quality of writing, and proper citation and proofing.    
4) On December 1, 8, or 15, students  will present oral reports on their papers, fifteen to twenty minutes in length.
Course Goals:

1) Introduce students to the African American Great Migration

2) Place the Great Migration in context of American History

3) Critically exam the historical scholarship on Great Migration

4) Evaluate sources and arguments of historical scholarship

5) Conduct secondary research
6) Conduct primary research

7) Construct coherent narrative using primary sources.

8) Learn to write an expository narrative

9) Contribute to group discussion and make oral presentation

Lecture Schedule:

Sept.      1
Introduction
Sept.      7
Unbroken Chain




Stucky, Slave Culture
Sept.    15
Ownership of the Slave Experience





Joyner, Down By the Riverside


Sept.    22
Matters of the Heart




Gutman, The Black Family



Sept.    29
Out of Dixie



Painter, Exodusters

Oct.       6 
Behind the Veil



Ball, Sweet Hell Inside

Oct.      13

FALL BREAK
Oct.      20   Search for Freedom 



Trotter, Great Migration          

Oct.     27    Sweet Home Chicago




Grossman, Land of Hope      
Nov.     3     Research



Meet In Library

Nov.    10    Discussion: Essay on Sources
Nov.    17    Discussion:  Proposals 



THANKSGIVING BREAK  
Dec.      1         Oral Presentations:  
Dec.      8         Oral Presentations
Dec.    15
   Oral Presentations
Dec.    21
  Research Papers Due


WRITING INSTRUCTIONS 

I
Focus on verbs.  Good writing begins with good verbs.  This means 1) active voice, 2) simple past tense, 3) verbs of action, 4) no redundant, meaningless auxiliaries, and 5) establishing clear causal relationships between the agent of cause (subject), the causal act (verb), and the object of cause (direct object).  Write with clarity, coherence, detail, and artfulness.

1)
Always write in the ACTIVE VOICE.  The passive voice drains the life out of your prose obscures the true subject of your sentence, the agent of causation.

Examples:  

Wrong:

a) Alexander Hamilton was killed in a duel.  p.v.

b) The woman was beaten.  p.v.

Correct:

a) Aaron Burr killed Alexander Hamilton. a.v.

b) The woman's vicious boy friend beat her unmercifully. a.v.

2)
Whenever possible use the simple past tense.  The strongest of all verb forms, consistent use of the simple past avoids most tense confusions.  The one acceptable exception is past perfect when you refer to an event that occurred prior to the one you are discussing.

Examples:

Wrong:

a) Eleanor Roosevelt was going to vote. Past Participle

b) Eleanor Roosevelt would vote.  Future Past Perfect

Correct:

a) Eleanor Roosevelt voted.  Simple Past

b) Eleanor Roosevelt had registered before she voted. Past perfect and simple past.

3)
Only occasionally use verbs of being.  Use verbs of action. Like the passive voice, verbs of being kill your prose. They also tell you nothing except that your subject exists or that it is present. Don't waste a verb.  It is, by far, the most important element in writing.  Make it say something.  Use it to hold readers' interest.  Only use verbs of being occasionally for dramatic emphasis (The history teacher was boring!) or to alter the tempo of your writing.  

Wrong:

a) John was in the house.

b) Hillary Clinton was the President's wife.  

c) Thurgood Marshall was in court. 

Correct:

a)
John lay dead in house. 

b) 
Hillary Clinton stood along side her husband, the much and justifiably maligned President.  

c)
Thurgood Marshall confronted the Supreme Court with the fundamental inequity of racially segregated public schools. 

4)
Do not use unnecessary phrases or words.

Wrong:

a) I stood up in order to go.

b) I started to leave.

c) I began to look.

Correct:

a)
I stood to go.

b)
I left.

c)
I looked; I conquered.

II
Always have unifying theme. State your theme in the introduction (usually the first paragraph), use it to tie together everything in your essay, and in your conclusion, evaluate the theme and show its significance. All expository essays should have an introduction, an argument, and a conclusion.

III
Transitions knit your essays together.  Make sure that each sentence flows naturally from the preceding sentence, that you link each paragraph to the preceding paragraph, and that you relate each new topic in essay to the preceding topic.  Make your transitions as artful as it.  

Wrong:

This essay is about Geronimo.  I will discuss his childhood and how he led the Apache people against the Mexican and American governments. My theme is ...blah, blah
Correct:

Geronimo, the great war-chief of the Apaches, resisted the conquest and taming of his people, first by the Mexican and then by the United States Government.  Even as a young boy, born in the rugged, isolated Sierra Madre Mountains, Geronimo spurned the very idea of western civilization, fighting all efforts to destroy the wildness of his people and land.  
For proper citation form of footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography consult the Chicago Manual of Style or Kate Turabian  A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 
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