Fall 2008
Schoenhals
HISTORY 338

MODERN MIDDLE EAST
The following books are assigned:

1)  The Great War for Civilisation by Robert Fisk
2) Minorities in the Middle East by Mordechai Nisan
3) Marching Toward Hell by Michael Scheuer
4) Understanding the Contemporary Middle East, 3rd Edition, by Jilian Schwedler and Deborah J. Gerner (editors)
Oral Report Topics and Assignments:

September 3
The Battle of Algiers (movie)

September 10
Introduction to the Seminar



Assignments: Scheuer, entire book

September 17
The Conflict in Iraq (I)



Assignments: Fisk, pp. 71-293, Nisan, pp. 33-53

September 24
The Conflict in Iraq (II)



Report: Baghdad Burning (I & II)



Report: Mohamed Mossadeq



Assignments: Fisk, Preface and pp. 1-91, Nisan, pp. 76-89

October 1
The Conflict in Afghanistan


Report: The Taliban



Assignment: Fisk, pp. 316-355, Schwedler & Gerner, pp. 1-84

ALL RESEARCH TOPICS ARE DUE!

October 8
The Arab-Israeli Conflict (I)



Assignments: Fisk, pp. 356-512

October 15
The Arab-Israeli Conflict (II)



Report: The Origins of Zionism



Report: Palestine under the British Mandate



Assignments:  Schwedler & Gerner, pp. 177-220

October 22
The Arab-Israeli Conflict (III)



Report: Menachem Begin



Report: Hamas



Assignments: Schwedler & Gerner, pp. 85-175

October 29
The Era of Military Dictators (I)



Report: Gamal Abd Al-Nasser and Pan-Arabism



Report: Egypt under Sadat and Mubarak



Assignment: Fisk, pp. 586-936

November 5
The Era of Military Dictators (II)



Report: Muammar Qaddafy



Report: Syria under Hafiz Al-Assad and Son



Assignment: Fisk, pp. 937-1041, Nisan, pp. 114-155

November 12
Islamic Fundamentalism (I)



Report: The Fall of the Shah & the Iranian Revolution



Report: Civil War in Algeria



Assignments: Nisan, pp. 54-75, Fisk, pp. 513-585



All Research Papers Are Due By 12 November – No Extensions!

November 19
Islamic Fundamentalism (II)


Report: Osama bin Laden & Ayman Zawahari



Report: Hizbullah



Assignment: Schwedler & Gerner, pp. 309-372

December 3
The Economy of the Middle East


Report: The Impact of Oil on Saudi Arabia



Report: The United Arab Emirates



Assignments: Schwedler & Gerner, pp. 221-309

December 10
Big Middle East Party!
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