RACE, POLITICS, AND PUBLIC POLICY
                                                                                                                                     Spring 2010
Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Mon. 7:00-10:00
O’Connor Seminar Room                                                                                                                               

Office Hours: See Moodle weblink for Signup
O’Connor House No. 205

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu (I reply to email Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.)
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
This seminar will examine the impact of race on politics, political parties, and public policy in the United States from the 1930s to the present. Race has been a defining feature of American political culture from the country's founding and has had a profound impact on society and culture over the past seven decades. Government action has contributed significantly to the development of the post-World War II middle-class, the rise of the suburbs, and American economic prosperity, but it has also created the modern ghetto, maintained and increased segregation, hindered black wealth creation, and led to the ascendancy of political conservatism, all while putatively pursuing an agenda of racial and social justice. This course will explore the evolution of these social, political, and economic developments. Topics will include federal housing policy, urban renewal, the construction of the highway system, the civil rights and Black Power movements, the rise of the Republican Party, busing, welfare, affirmative action, congressional redistricting, and the War on Drugs.

 REQUIRED READINGS
*Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White: An Untold History of Racial Inequality in America
*Thomas Sugrue, Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit
*Rick Perlstein, Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of America      

*Charles Murray, Losing Ground: American Social Policy, 1950-1980
*Todd R. Clear, Imprisoning Communities: How Mass Incarceration Makes Disadvantaged Communities Worse
*Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Racism Without Racists: Colorblind Racism and the Persistence of Inequality in the United States
*John McWhorter, Losing the Race: Self-Sabotage in Black America
COURSE WEBSITE
Location: www.moodle.kenyon.edu

Password/Enrollment key: hist491
EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 10% 
2. Quizzes 20%

3. Research Proposal 15%

4.   First Draft of Research Paper 20%
5.   Final Draft of Research Paper 35%
GRADING SCALE
96 and above = A+

93-95 = A

90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+

84-86 = B

81-83 = B-

78-80 = C+

75-77 = C

72-74 = C-

69-71 = D+

66-68 = D

63-65 = D-

Below 62 = F

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Roll will be taken and more than one unexcused absence during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. The class participation grade will be based on student involvement in classroom discussions, which will include response postings on a single theme from the week’s readings. This posting must be at least 100 words and no more than 250 words. Your posting must posted on the course website by 6:00 PM the Sunday evening before class. Postings after this time will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this deadline!!!!! These postings will be graded Pass/Fail. Students must submit ten postings to receive full credit for participation. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Research Paper: Each student will be required to prepare and submit a double-spaced, 12-15 page research paper. (There will be a two-point per page deduction for papers above or below this limit.) Students may choose any topic that is relevant to the issues and time period under examination. Papers must have a clear thesis and use both primary and secondary source materials. A thesis is an argument; you are trying to prove a point rather than merely describing events. No paper will receive an “A” that is not based on extensive research and analysis of primary sources. Merely summarizing the secondary literature and sprinkling in illustrative primary source quotations does not rise to the level of excellent research deserving of the highest grades in an advanced seminar. 

All sources should be cited in footnotes; footnotes and all other matters of style must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style (15th ed.) or A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (6th ed.) by Kate L. Turabian. (Both are available at the Olin Library). Students must also provide a research proposal with an annotated bibliography describing the sources that will be consulted. (Wikipedia cannot be used as a source.) Students will also submit a preliminary draft of this paper. Guidelines for the research proposal can be found on the Moodle course website. Grading of this paper will be based on the clarity of the thesis, the construction of the argument, quality of research, and grammar. All phases of the assignment will be submitted/uploaded on the Moodle course website. (The file for your proposal should be saved as your last name and 1 [e.g. Jones 1]; the first draft of the paper your last name and 2; and the final draft of the paper your last name and 3. Failure to name the document properly will result in a three-point deduction.)
Formatting Requirements for Writing Assignments: Students will write their papers using a 12 point Times New Roman font, with page margins of one inch on the top, bottom and both sides of each page. Each page must be numbered. Points will be deducted for failure to adhere to these style guidelines. Grammar, spelling, and usage will be graded. One-quarter point will be deducted for each error, up to ten points. There will be a two-point deduction for each page above or below the required page limits on the final draft. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Late Work: Each student will be allowed a grace period of seven calendar days following the due date of any paper. (e.g., a paper due on Friday at noon is due the following Friday at noon.) Late assignments received after the grace period will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at the due hour. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. (The instructor and student will agree upon the length of any extension of deadlines that result from written excuses.) Late papers must be e-mailed to me rather than uploaded on Moodle. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy.

HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of the Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A link to the 2009-2010 Course of Study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty can be found on the Moodle course page and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any concern students may have on these issues. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy.

COURSE SCHEDULE

See course website for week-by-week schedule

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES
Research Proposal: Fri., Feb. 12th at 12:00 (Noon)
First Draft of Research Paper: Fri., April 2 at 12:00 (Noon)
Final Draft of Research Paper: Wed., May 5th at 12:00 (Noon)

