THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA
                                                                                                                                     Fall 2007

Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Wed., 1:10-4:00                                                                                                                               

Acland Seminar Room

Office Hours, Tues., Thurs., 9:30-11:30; Wed., 4:15-5:30 and by appointment

Seitz House No. 1

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
The years between 1954 and 1975 have been variously described as a “Second Reconstruction” and the “fulfillment of the promise of the American Revolution.” These years, which constitute the Civil Rights Era, witnessed African Americans and their allies transform the nation by overturning Jim Crow segregation, challenging racism, and expanding the idea and reality of freedom in America. While this period was one in which most African Americans fought for greater inclusion in American society, it was also one that saw the rise of militant nationalist organizations like the Nation of Islam and the Black Panther Party that sought to separate themselves from an America they saw as hopelessly depraved and racist. This seminar will be an intense exploration of this revolutionary period and its personalities through close examination of a variety of primary and secondary sources.

REQUIRED READINGS
*Taylor Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-63 

*Taylor Branch, Pillar of Fire: America in the King Years, 1963-65 

*Barbara Ransby, Ella Baker & the Black Freedom Movement 

*Claude Clegg, An Original Man: The Life and Times of Elijah Muhammad
*Hugh Pearson, In the Shadow of the Panther: Huey Newton and the Price of Black Power in

   America
*Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Counterrevolution, 1963-1994
*Shelby Steele, A Dream Deferred: The Second Betrayal of Black Freedom in America
COURSE WEBSITE
Location: www.moodle.kenyon.edu

Password/Enrollment key: hist411

EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 20% 
2. Quizzes 20%

3. Research Proposal 10%

4.   First Draft of Research Paper 20%
5.   Final Draft of Research Paper 30%
RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Two episodes of tardiness will constitute an absence. Roll will be taken and more than two unexcused absences during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter from your final grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. The class participation grade will be based on student involvement in classroom discussions, which will include response postings on a single theme from the week’s readings. This posting must be at least 100 words and no more than 250 words. Your posting must posted on the course website by 6:00 PM the Tuesday evening before class. Postings after this time will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this deadline!!!!! These postings will be graded Pass/Fail. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Research Paper: Each student will provide the instructor with a proposal for a double-spaced, 12-15 page research paper. Students may choose any topic that is relevant to the issues and time period under examination. Papers must have a clear thesis and use both primary and secondary source materials. A thesis is an argument; you are trying to prove a point rather than merely describing events. All sources should be cited in footnotes; footnotes and all other matters of style must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style (15th ed.) or A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (6th ed.) by Kate L. Turabian. (Both are available at the Olin Library). Students must also provide a research proposal with an annotated bibliography describing the sources that will be consulted. Wikipedia cannot be used as a source. Guidelines for the research proposal can be found on the Moodle course website. Grading of this paper will be based on the clarity of the thesis, the construction of the argument and grammar. All phases of the assignment will be submitted/uploaded on the Moodle course website.

Style Requirements for Writing Assignments: Students will write their papers using a 12 point Times New Roman font, with page margins of one inch on the top, bottom and both sides of each page. Each paper must have a cover page and each page must be numbered. Points will be deducted for failure to adhere to these style guidelines. Grammar, spelling, and usage will be graded. One-quarter point will be deducted for each error, up to ten points. There will be a two-point deduction for each page above or below the required page limits on the final draft. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

Late Work: Each student will be allowed seven late days to apply to the due date of any paper. (These late days do not apply to exams, quizzes, or discussion questions/postings.) For example, one paper can be turned in 7 days late, or one paper can be turned in three days late and a second paper four days late, etc. Late assignments received after the seven late days have been used will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at the due hour. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. (The instructor and student will agree upon the length of any extension of deadlines that result from written excuses.) Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy.

HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A copy of the 2007-2008 course of study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty is attached and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any concern students may have on these issues. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their acceptance of this policy.

COURSE SCHEDULE

See course website for week-by-week schedule

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES
Research Proposal: Thurs., Oct. 4 at 12:00 (Noon)
First Draft of Research Paper: Thurs., Nov. 1 at 12:00 (Noon)
Final Draft of Research Paper: Thurs., Dec 6 at 12:00 (Noon)

