JUNIOR HONORS: PRACTICE AND THEORY OF HISTORY
                                                                                                                                     Spring 2007

Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Thurs. 7:00-10:00                                                                                                                               

SMA 308

Office Hours, MW 3:15-5:30, Tues. 4:00-5:30, and by appointment

Seitz House No. 1

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
This course focuses on the conceptual frameworks and methods used by historians and the debates within the profession about the nature of the past and the best way to write about it. The seminar prepares students of history to be productive researchers, insightful readers and effective writers. Students will consider the meanings of historical questions, evaluate and classify historical sources and arguments, and prepare a number of written assignments using the principles and methods learned in the course.

 REQUIRED READINGS
*Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations
*J.W. Davidson and Mark H. Lytle, After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection      

*Norman J. Wilson, History in Crisis: Recent Directions in Historiography
* Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History
*William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England
*Martha Howell and Walter Prevenier, From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to Historical 

  Methods                         

*Handouts Provided by Instructor and Articles on ERES and JSTOR (ERES password: hist397)

EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 15% 

2. Inventory Exercise 15%

3. Footnote Exercise 15%

4. Contexualization Exercise 25%

5. Counterfactual History Essay 30%

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Roll will be taken and more than one unexcused absence during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. The class participation grade will be based on student involvement in classroom discussions, which will include response postings on the class ERES discussion board on a single theme from the week’s readings. This posting must be at least 100 words and no more than 250 words. Your posting must be e-mailed to me (as e-mail text not a WORD attachment) by 6:00 p.m. on the Wednesday evening before the class. Postings after this time will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this deadline!!!!! (The e-mail subject heading should be Thursday Discussion.) These postings will be graded Pass/Fail. Students must submit at least ten postings to receive full credit for class participation. 

Late Work: All papers are due by midnight on the due date and will be submitted as WORD attachments. Each student will be allowed seven late days to apply to the due date of any paper. (These late days do not apply to discussion postings.) For example, one paper can be turned in 7 days late, or one paper can be turned in three days late and a second paper four days late, etc. Late assignments received after the seven late days have been used will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at the due hour. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy.

HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of the Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A copy of the 2006-2007 Course of Study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty is attached and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any concern students may have on these issues.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Jan. 18    First day of class (Orientation, Library Tour)

What is History?
Jan. 25    Wilson, History in Crisis, Chapters 1 and 2

                Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Prologue

What is Memory?

Feb. 1      Screening of Memento

                Alan Cofino, “Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method”    

                (JSTOR)

                Susan A. Crane, “Memory, Distortion and History in the Museum” (JSTOR)

                Susan A. Crane, “Writing the Individual Back into Collective Memory” (JSTOR)

Methods of Historical Research

Feb. 8       Howell and Prevenier, From Reliable Sources, Chapters 1 through 3 
                 Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 3

                “In Search of Willie Lynch” (In-class exercise)

Feb. 15    Howell and Prevenier, From Reliable Sources, Chapter 4
                Wilson, History in Crisis, Chapter 3

                **** Footnote Exercise Due****

Race, Class and Gender

Feb. 22   Wilson, History in Crisis, Chapter 6

                Howell and Prevenier, From Reliable Sources, Chapter 5

                Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, “The Metalanguage of Race” (ERES)

Social History

Mar. 1     Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapters 1 and 2

                Wilson, History in Crisis, pp. 70-86

                ***** Inventory Exercise Due******

Political, Cultural and Intellectual History

Mar. 22   Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 10

               Wilson, History in Crisis, pp. 87-94

               Gordon Wood, “Rhetoric and Reality in the American Revolution” (ERES)

Environmental History

Mar. 29   Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 6

               Cronon, Changes in the Land
Oral History

Apr. 5     Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 8

               Kathleen M. Blee, “Evidence, Empathy, and Ethics: Lessons from Oral Histories of the   

               Klan” (JSTOR)

               Stephanie J. Shaw, “Using the WPA Ex-Slave Narratives to Study the Impact of the   

               Great Depression” (ERES)

Psychohistory

Apr. 12    Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapter 7

                Wilson, History in Crisis, pp. 94-99

                Thomas Kohut, “Psychohistory as History”  (JSTOR)  

                Fawn Brodie, Thomas Jefferson: An Intimate History, chapters 1, 15, 16, 17 (On                    

                Reserve) 

Visual History

Apr. 19     Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact, Chapters 9, 14 and 16

                 In Class Discussion of Visual Sources

                 **** Contextualization Exercise Due ****

Postmodern Perspectives

Apr. 26    Wilson, History in Crisis, chapters 7 and 8 

The Future of History

May 3    Wilson, History in Crisis, Chapter 9

 
   Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past

               ****Counterfactual History Essay Due ****
