THE CIVIL WAR 
                                                                                                                                     Fall 2006

Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Fri 1:10-4:00                                                                                                                               

Bailey 12

Office Hours, MW 3:30-6:00; Thurs 3:00-4:00 and by appointment

Seitz House No. 1

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
The Civil War is perhaps THE defining moment in the history of the United States. When the war ended slavery had been abolished, four million African Americans had been freed, the South had been laid waste, and the power of the federal government had been significantly enlarged. The war set in motion forces that would change the nature of citizenship and alter American society, politics, and culture forever. Through close examination of a variety of primary and secondary sources this seminar will focus on the causes of the war, its military campaigns, and its social, political, and culture consequences for black and white northerners and southerners. The course will conclude with an exploration of the war's continuing hold on the national imagination. 

REQUIRED READINGS
*Bruce Levine, Half-Slave and Half-Free: The Roots of the Civil War 

*Herman Hattaway, An Introductory Military History of the Civil War
*Edward L. Ayers, In the Presence of Mine Enemies: Civil War in the Heart of America, 1859-1863 

*James McPherson, The Negro's Civil War
*Drew Gilpin Faust, Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American    

  Civil War
*E.L. Doctorow, The March

*David Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory
EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 20% 
2. Quizzes 20%
3. Research Paper Proposal 10%

4. First Draft of Research Paper 20%

4.   Final Draft of Research Paper 30%

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Roll will be taken and more than one unexcused absence during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising.

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. The class participation grade will be based on student involvement in classroom discussions, which will include response postings on a single theme from the week’s readings. This posting must be at least 100 words and no more than 250 words. Your posting must be e-mailed to the instructor by 6:00 P.M. the Thursday before class. Postings after this time will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this deadline!!!!! (E-Mail subject heading should be “Civil War Discussion”.) These postings will be graded Pass/Fail. Ten postings must be submitted to receive full credit for class participation.

Research Paper: Each student will write and submit a double-spaced, 12-15 page research paper. Students may choose any topic that is relevant to the issues and time period under examination. Papers must have a clear thesis and use both primary and secondary source materials. The paper will be completed in three stages: 1) Research Proposal; 2) First Draft; 3) Final Draft. The instructor will provide detailed guidelines for each stage of the assignment. 

Style Requirements for Writing Assignments: All sources should be cited in footnotes; footnotes and all other matters of style must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style (15th ed.) or A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (6th ed.) by Kate L. Turabian. (Both are available at the Olin Library. Please consult these sources and resolve any issues of style before beginning to write). Students will write their papers using a 12-point Times New Roman font, with page margins of one inch on the top, bottom and both sides of each page. Each paper must have a cover page; each page must be numbered, and the entire paper must be stapled or bound in some fashion. Grading of this paper will be based on the clarity of the thesis, the construction of the argument and grammar. As grammar and construction are critical considerations in the grading of this assignment, student use of the Writing Center is strongly recommended. Points will be deducted for failure to adhere to these style guidelines.

Late Work: All assignments are due by midnight on the due date. Assignments should be submitted to the instructor via e-mail as a WORD attachment. Each student will be allowed to turn in one assignment up to one calendar week late without an excuse or penalty. Late assignments received after this exception has been used will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at midnight. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. There will be no exceptions to this policy. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy. Extra credit will be given to those students who do not use their exception. 

 HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A copy of the 2006-2007 Course of Study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty is attached and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any expressed concern students may have on these issues.

COURSE SCHEDULE

The Coming of War

Sept. 1  Levine, Half Slave and Half Free, Introduction through Chapter 5 

Sept. 8  Levine, Half Slave and Half Free, Chapter 6 through Afterword

On the Battlefield

Sept. 15  Hattaway, Shades of Blue and Gray,   Prologue, Parts I and II

Sept. 22 Hattaway, Shades of Blue and Gray, Parts III, IV, and Epilogue

*****Research Proposals Due*****

On the Homefront

Sept. 29  Ayers, In the Presence of Mine Enemies,  Preface, Parts 1 and 2

Oct. 6     Ayers, In the Presence of Mine Enemies, Parts 3, 4, and Coda

Oct. 13   McPherson, The Negro's Civil War, Chapters I through XI

Oct. 20   McPherson, The Negro's Civil War, Chapters XI through XXII

*****First Draft of Papers Due*****

Oct. 27   Faust, Mothers of Invention, Introduction through Chapter 6

Nov. 3    Faust, Mothers of Invention, Chapter 7 through Afterword

The Civil War in American Memory

Nov. 10   No Class 

Nov. 17   Blight, Race and Reunion, Prologue through Chapter 5
Dec. 1     Blight, Race and Reunion, Chapter 6 through Epilogue
Dec. 8    Doctorow, The March, Entire book   

****FINAL RESEARCH PAPERS DUE****

