AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH FICTION AND FILM
                                                                                                                                     Fall 2006

Dr. Glenn McNair                                                                                                                   

Th. 7:00-10:00                                                                                                                              

TOM 101 (Screenings) Sunset Cottage Seminar Room (Discussion)
Office Hours, MW 3:30-6:00, Thurs., 3:00-4:00, and by appointment

Seitz House No. 1

Ph. 427-5325

Email: mcnairg@kenyon.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
Novels and movies have had a powerful effect on history, both as media for the transmission of historical information to modern audiences and as reflections of the values and concerns of their creators and audiences over time. This seminar will examine a variety of films and novels created in the 20th century in order to understand African American history from the colonial period to the present. The goal of this examination will be to discern how writers and filmmakers have understood and presented the history and images of African Americans to contemporary audiences, and how these representations have reflected and changed understandings of African American history and notions of race.

 REQUIRED READINGS
*Robin D.G. Kelley and Earl Lewis, To Make Our World Anew: A History of African Americans
*Barry Unsworth, Sacred Hunger
*Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin      

*Richard Wright, Uncle Tom’s Children
*Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man

*Julius Lester, And All Our Wounds Forgiven
*Handouts Provided by Instructor and Articles on ERES (ERES password: hist189)

EVALUATION

1. Class participation and discussion 10% 

2. Film and Novel Reviews 60% (Three reviews, 20% each)

3. Final Essay 15%

4. Quizzes 15%

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Roll will be taken and more than one unexcused absence during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter grade. Excuses must be obtained from the Dean of Students or the Dean for Academic Advising

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. The class participation grade will be based on student involvement in classroom discussions, which will include response postings on a single theme from the week’s readings. This posting must be at least 100 words and no more than 250 words. Your posting must be e-mailed to the instructor by Noon on the day of class. Postings after this time will not be accepted. There will be no exceptions to this deadline!!!!! (E-Mail subject heading should be “Thursday Discussion”.) These postings will be graded Pass/Fail. Three postings must be submitted to receive full credit for class participation. (So each discussion session you will either submit a posting or a review.)

Film and Novel Reviews: Each student is required to submit three 7-9 page double-spaced reviews of three of the six paired films and novels screened and read for class. The instructor will provide guidelines for the review. Students will write their papers using a 12-point Times New Roman font, with page margins of one inch on the top, bottom and both sides of each page. Each paper must have a cover page and each page must be numbered. Points will be deducted from your grade if these style guidelines are not met. Grammar, spelling, and usage will be graded. One-quarter point will be deducted for each error, up to ten points. One review must be turned in per pair of topics. (Middle Passage and Slavery, Civil War, Reconstruction and Jim Crow, and Great Migration and the Civil Rights Era.)

Final Essay: Students will prepare a 12-15 page double-spaced essay providing a narrative history of African Americans from the Middle Passage through the Civil Rights Movement. The instructor will provide detailed guidelines for this assignment.

Late Work: All assignments are due at 7:00 on the discussion day. Assignments should be submitted to the instructor via e-mail as a WORD attachment. (The subject line of the e-mail should be Film Review.) Each student will be allowed to turn in one assignment up to one calendar week late without an excuse or penalty. Late assignments received after this exception has been used will be downgraded 10 points per 24 hours, beginning at midnight. Exceptions will be granted only with written excuses from the Dean of Students or Academic Advising. There will be no exceptions to this policy. Students will sign an agreement that expresses their understanding and acceptance of this policy. Extra credit will be given to those students who do not use their exception. 

HONOR CODE
In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established an Honor Code.  The Honor Code of Kenyon College prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of the Kenyon College any breach of the Code will be immediately reported to the Academic Infractions Board. A copy of the 2006-2007 Course of Study guidelines regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty is attached and each student should read it carefully. The instructor will clarify any concern students may have on these issues.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Race and Representation in Fiction and Film

Aug. 31    Discussion: Stuart Hall, “Cultural Identity and Cinematic Representation” (On ERES)

The Middle Passage
Sept. 7     Screening: Middle Passage
Sept. 14   Discussion: Middle Passage (Film) Unsworth, Sacred Hunger and Kelley and Lewis,       

                chapter 1

Slavery

Sept. 21    Screening of Mandingo
Sept. 28    Discussion: Mandingo, Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Kelley and Lewis, chapters 2      

                 and 4 and Selections from Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll (On ERES)

Civil War and Reconstruction

Oct. 5       Screening: Birth of a Nation 

Oct. 12     Discussion: Birth of a Nation, Donald Bogle, “Black Beginnings: From Uncle Tom’s 

                 Cabin to Birth of a Nation” (ERES) and Kelley and Lewis, chapter 5 

Age of Jim Crow

Oct. 19     Screening: Rosewood
Oct. 26     Discussion: Rosewood, Wright, Uncle Tom’s Children and Kelley and Lewis, chapter    

                  6 
The Great Migration and Life in the Urban North 

Nov. 2       Screening: Malcolm X 

Nov. 9      No Class
                Discussion: Malcolm X, Ellison, Invisible Man, and Kelley and Lewis, chapters 7 and    

                8 (Make-up session this week)
The Civil Rights Era

Nov. 16      Screening: Mississippi Burning
Nov. 30      Discussion: Mississippi Burning, Johnson, Dreamer, and Kelley    

                   and Lewis, chapter 9

Race and Representation in Film Today

Dec. 7        Screening and Discussion: Bamboozled
                    ****FINAL ESSAYS DUE****

