




HIST 490.02





Senior Seminar:  Open Topics






Bruce Kinzer

Instructor’s Office: Seitz 09.  Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9:30-11:00; Tuesday, 1:45-3:45.  Office Phone: 5318.  Home Phone: 393-0341.  E-Mail Address: kinzerb@kenyon.edu.

A lot at stake here—in this seminar you will construct the foundation and much of the framework of your major senior research project.  The course involves less the study of history than the doing of history.  From it you should learn first-hand what it means to engage in the activity of being an historian.  You will define and develop a research topic that falls within your area of concentration; you will identify and investigate a body of primary and secondary material relevant to this topic; you will acquire a knowledge and understanding of the historiography that bears upon your subject; you will gain an appreciation of the problems and opportunities presented by various kinds of documents; you will impart order and coherence to a mass of information whose significance it will be for you to determine; you will become sensitive to the ways in which style is shaped by substance and purpose; and throughout you will participate in giving and receiving criticism, always with a view to fostering improvement, never with a view to inflicting harm.

The selection of a topic for your essay should be governed by the following considerations: 1) the topic must lend itself to the framing of an historical question, the investigation of which can be pursued in a systematic way; 2) the topic must be one for which you can gain access to a substantial body of source material, primary and secondary; 3) the scope of the topic must be such as to allow for a consequential exposition and analysis to take shape; 4) the field in which the topic falls must be one for which relevant faculty expertise is present.  All topics must be approved by the instructor. 

GRADING SCHEME
Participation





20%

Historiographical Essay—1500-2000 Words

10%

(due Sept. 29)
Research Proposal & Comprehensive Bibliography
10%

(due Friday, Oct. 2, 5:00 p.m.)

Preliminary Fragment—1500-2000 Words

10% 

(due Nov. 3)



First Draft of Essay—6000-7000 Words 

20%
(due Friday, Nov. 13, 5:00 p.m.)

Conference Presentation (Dec. 13)


10%

Second Draft of Essay—7000-8000 Words

20%
(due Monday, Dec. 21, 5:00 p.m.)

I take it for granted that all assignments will be submitted on time.  You should take it for granted that your participation grade will be adversely affected by anything less than a stellar attendance record.

Any student with a disability bearing upon the carrying out of assigned course work should contact the Office of Disability Services at Ex. 5453.  The Coordinator of Disability Services is Erin Salva (salvae@kenyon.edu).  She will review your concerns in order to determine what accommodations are appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability remains confidential.

BOOKS TO BE PURCHASED
Christopher Lasch, Plain Style
(I assume you already own a copy of the 7th ed. of Turabian’s Manual--if you do not, please secure one) 

THE PLAN

Sept. 1

Introduction to the Course; Arrange for Individual Consultations 
Sept. 8
Library Session on Primary Sources; Review Turabian, 3-47

Sept. 15
Library Session on Secondary Sources; Review Turabian, 48-70

Sept. 22
Writing the Historiographical Essay and Research Proposal;


Lasch, Plain Style 
Sept. 29
Submission and Distribution of Historiographical Essays; 

Review of Turabian, 71-130
Oct. 2
Research Proposal and Comprehensive Bibliography Due
Oct. 6

Consideration of Historiographical Essays and Research Proposals; 



Student-Selected Readings Due

Oct. 13

Reading Day 


Oct. 20

Collective Analysis of Student-Selected Readings

Oct. 27

Collective Analysis of Student-Selected Readings
Nov. 3
Submission and Distribution of Preliminary Fragments; Reports on the Writing Experience; Notes and Bibliography (Review Relevant Sections of Turabian)
Nov. 10
Discussion of Preliminary Fragments 

Nov. 13
Submission of First Drafts
Nov. 17
Discussion of Research and Writing Experience

Dec. 1

Collective Review of First Drafts; Preparing for the Research Conference
Dec. 8

Collective Review of First Drafts
Dec. 13
Senior Majors’ Research Conference

Dec. 15
Review of HIST 490
Dec. 21
Second Draft of Essay Due by 5:00 p.m.

STUDENT-SELECTED READINGS
Each student will choose a journal article related to his or her research; two copies of this article must be submitted to the instructor by the class meeting scheduled for Oct. 6.  One copy of each article will be available in Seitz House for your perusal.  On the 20th and 27th of October we will analyze the strengths and weaknesses of these articles as works of historical research and presentation.
SENIOR HISTORY MAJORS’ CONFERENCE
On December 13 all History Seniors will gather for a conference at which they will present their research to their peers, departmental faculty, and guests.  Student participation is required.
Both drafts of your essay must include citations and a full bibliography of sources used.  The Department of History has adopted Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations as the guide for correct form.  Use it.

ACADEMIC HONESTY AND QUESTIONS OF PLAGIARISM
Please review carefully the section on “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Kenyon College Course of Study for 2009-10 (pp. 24-27).

