History 431
Victorian Culture and Society

Bruce Kinzer

Instructor’s Office: Seitz 09.  Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-11:00; Wednesday and Friday, 10:00-12:00.  Office Phone: 5318.  Home Phone: 393-0341.  E-Mail Address: kinzerb@kenyon.edu.

“When one reflects on all the bitterness that has been expended both in defending and attacking the Victorians, one cannot but regret that Queen Victoria was so long-lived.  Had the great Victorians lived under three or four sovereigns, they would be judged on their own merits instead of being regarded as embodiments of an epoch which owes the illusion of its spiritual unity to the longevity of a single person.” (Hugh Kingsmill, 1932)

Not all “Victorians” were “great Victorians,” and this course will take into account the not-so-great as well as the most eminent representatives of the age.  Be it labeled “Victorian” or not, nineteenth-century England did constitute an “age” of sorts.  It was an age of unprecedented change—demographic, social, economic, technological, cultural, and political.  Not all was “change,” however, and certain continuities played an indispensable role in allowing Victorian society to experience a notable measure of stability notwithstanding the effects of forces imbued with transformative power.  We will seek to come to grips with both the change and the continuity.  Our task will involve neither “defending” nor “attacking” the Victorians; nor will it ask us to issue judgments on their merits and defects.  Rather our object will be to gain knowledge and understanding of an endlessly fascinating and immensely influential society whose complexity and diversity resist easy comprehension and generalization.

In undertaking this pursuit, we will examine a number of texts.  Several are Victorian in origin: Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton, John Stuart Mill’s The Subjection of Women, and Bram Stoker’s Dracula.  Others, such as Edmund Gosse’s Father and Son and Flora Thompson’s Lark Rise, while published after the Queen’s death, have their roots in the Victorian period.  Modern historical scholarship is responsible for the two additional books we will be using, The Victorian World Picture, by David Newsome, and The Nineteenth Century, edited by Colin Matthew.  All are paperbacks, and available for purchase.  Our discussion of these texts will be shaped by questions formulated by members of the class.  These questions will be submitted to the group (HIST43100s10@kenyon.edu) not later than 10:00 the morning of the day the class meets.  Although the questions proposed need not be of a profound character, those doing the proposing should be ready to explain their relevance to the issues raised by the assigned reading.
Apart from doing the assigned reading, devising discussion questions, participating in our quest for answers, and presenting oral reports on eminent Victorians, your energies in connection with HIST 431 will be focused on a substantial research project.  When all is said and done, you will have produced a description of your topic and annotated bibliography, a historiographical essay treating a minimum of four secondary works, and two drafts of an analytical essay on a subject the Victorians (some of them, at any rate) cared about.  This topic, whose investigation will draw upon both primary and secondary sources, will be chosen in consultation with the instructor.  
GRADING SCHEME
Participation (Including Oral Reports)





30%

Description of Topic and Annotated Bibliography (due February 16)

10%

Historiographical Essay (1200-1500 words; due March 5)



15%

First Draft of Essay (3500-4000 words; due April 9)




20%

Final Version of Essay (4000-4500 words, due May 11)



25%

Any student with a disability bearing upon the carrying out of assigned course work should contact the Office of Disability Services at Ex. 5453.  The Coordinator of Disability Services is Erin Salva (salvae@kenyon.edu).  She will review your concerns with a view to determining what accommodations are appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability remain confidential.
THE PLAN
January 19:
Introduction to Course; Victorian Holdings in Library

January 21:
Newsome, 1-49
January 26:
Newsome, 49-141; Report on Jeremy Bentham
January 28:
Newsome, 142-190; Report on Thomas Carlyle
February 2:
Newsome, 191-268; Report on F.D. Maurice 
February 4:
Matthew, Introduction; Library Session


February 9:
Matthew, Chapters 1-3
February 11:
Matthew, Chapter 4  
February 16:
Matthew, Chapters 5-7 and Conclusion
February 18:
Mary Barton, Introduction, Preface, and Chapters 1-3; 



Report on Elizabeth Gaskell


February 23:
Mary Barton, Chapters 4-14; Report on Feargus O’Connor
February 25:
Mary Barton, Chapters 15-19; Report on James Kay Shuttleworth
March 2:
Mary Barton, Chapters 20-32; Report on Richard Cobden
March 4:
Mary Barton, Chapter 33 through End; Report on Sir Robert Peel
March 23:
Father and Son, Introduction and Chapters 1-5; Report on Edmund Gosse

March 25:
Father and Son, Chapters 6-7; Report on Charles Kingsley

March 30:
Father and Son, Chapter 8 through Epilogue
April 1:
Progress Reports on First Draft

April 6:
Subjection of Women (All of It); Report on J.S. Mill
April 8:
Reports on Harriet Taylor, Florence Nightingale, and Emily Davies

April 13:
Lark Rise, Introduction and Chapters 1-6: Report on Flora Thompson

April 15:
Lark Rise, Chapters 7-9; Report on Joseph Arch

April 20:
Lark Rise, Chapters 10-15

April 22:
Dracula, Introduction and Chapters 1-3; Report on Bram Stoker

April 27:
Dracula, Chapters 4-11; Report on Henry Irving

April 29:
Dracula, Chapters 12-14; Report on W.T. Stead
May 4:

Dracula, Chapters 15-23; Report on Oscar Wilde
May 6:

Dracula, Chapters 24-27; Francis Galton
