


HIST 427:
The Rise of British Power




Instructor:   Bruce Kinzer





Office:  Seitz 9; Ex. 5318





Home Phone:  393-0341



Office Hours:  M, W, F—9:30-11:00; Tues.—1:45-3:45

This course will examine the rise of British power from the late seventeenth century through the early nineteenth century.  Between 1688 and 1815 few years passed when Britain was not doing one of the following:  preparing for war; engaging in war; recuperating from war.  By 1815 she had emerged as the preeminent power in the world, albeit one whose geopolitical influence was subject to certain notable limitations.  We will seek to understand the sources of British power—cultural, financial, commercial, maritime, political—as well as its ends and means.  If much will be said of strength and victory, this will not be to the exclusion of weakness and defeat.  Inasmuch as British power can be comprehended only in relation to the power of other states, a comparative perspective will necessarily figure in our exploration of the issue.  All the same, the comparative angle will be subordinated to a concentrated focus on Britain.  Sustaining such a focus is imperative if we are to conduct our inquiry with the thoroughness the subject requires.

In undertaking this investigation, we will read and discuss a number of texts.  Our discussion of these texts will be shaped in part by questions formulated by you (rest assured that I too will be devising questions).  Framing fruitful historical questions is vital to the doing of history, and over the course of the term you will have ample opportunity to develop your skill in constructing such questions.  By 10:00 a.m. of each Wednesday and Friday you will post, via the class distribution list (HIST42700s09@kenyon.edu), the question you wish us to consider in our meeting that afternoon.  When we meet, you will explain why you think this is an important question for us to explore.  The value of the explorations that ensue will depend on a commitment to careful reading, vigorous participation, and stellar attendance.
This seminar includes a prominent research component.  Each student will pursue a detailed study of a specific dimension or manifestation of British power.  The topic will be selected by the student in consultation with the instructor.  Members of the class will submit a research proposal (300-500 words) and preliminary bibliography by February 13.  Two weeks later (February 27) each of you will submit a short historiographical essay (1500 words) that discusses four of the major secondary sources for your topic, with a view to outlining the dominant approaches taken and interpretations offered by leading scholars who have tackled some aspect or aspects of your subject.  The first draft of your research essay (3500 words) will be due April 3, and the final version (4000 words) on May 4.

Any students with a disability bearing upon the carrying out of assigned course work should contact the Office of Disability Services at Ex. 5453.  The Coordinator of Disability Services is Erin Salva (salvae@kenyon.edu).  She will review your concerns and determine what accommodations are appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability will remain confidential.  

Grading Scheme
Participation




30%

Research Proposal and Bibliography

10%

Historiographical Essay


15%

First Draft of Research Essay


20%

Final Version of Research Essay

25%
Books to be Purchased
John Brewer, The Sinews of Power
Brendan Simms, Three Victories and a Defeat
N.A.M. Rodger, The Command of the Ocean
T.S. Ashton, The Industrial Revolution
C.A. Bayly, Imperial Meridian
The Plan
January 14:
Introduction to Course

January 16:
Brewer, Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1; Simms, Introduction and Chapter 1

January 21:
Rodger, Chapters 1-4; Brewer, Chapter 2 (including introductory section)

January 23:
Rodger, Chapters 5-6

January 28:
Rodger, Chapters 7-8; Brewer, Chapters 3-4

January 30:
Brewer, Chapter 5 (including introductory section)
February 4:
Brewer, Chapters 6-7 (including introductory section); Rodger, Chapters 9-11
February 6:
Brewer, Chapter 8 (including introductory section) and Conclusion
February 11:
Simms, Chapters 2-3; Rodger, Chapters 12-15
February 13:
Simms, Chapters 4-5
February 18:
Simms, Chapter 6; Rodger, Chapters 16-20

February 20:
Simms, Chapters 7-8
February 25:
Simms, Chapters 9-12
February 27:
Simms, Chapters 13-14
March 18:
Simms, Chapters 15-17
March 20:
Simms, Chapters 18-19
March 25:
Simms, Chapters 20-22; Rodger, Chapters 21-22
March 27:
Simms, Chapter 23 and Conclusion
April 1:
Rodger, Chapters 23-29

April 3:
Rodger, Chapters 30-31

April 8:
Rodger, Chapters 32-36 and Conclusion
April 10:
Ashton, Chapters 1-2
April 15:
Ashton, Chapters 3-6
April 17:
Bayly, Introduction and Chapter 1 
April 22:
Bayly, Chapters 2-3
April 24:
Bayly, Chapter 4 
April 29:
Bayly, Chapters 5-7

May 1:

Bayly, Chapter 8 and Conclusion
    
