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Major figures in the history of political thought, John Locke, Edmund Burke, and J.S. Mill were also deeply engaged with the turbulent political events of their time.  The political crisis that gave rise to the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89 is fundamental to understanding the composition, publication, and reception of Locke’s Two Treatises of Government.  Burke, a Member of Parliament and leading Whig politician, responded vigorously and memorably to the coming of both the American and French Revolutions.  Mill, mid-Victorian England’s most influential political theorist, was also an active Member of Parliament during a time when issues central to the emergence of mass politics pressed hard upon the existing order.  This seminar will closely examine the intersections of text and context, thought and action, in the political undertakings of these three eminent thinkers.  The premise from which we begin is aptly set forth by a distinguished scholar of political thought: “political theory is a set of structured meanings that are understandable only in reference to a specified context, wherein the concepts, terminology, and even the internal structure of the theory itself are viewed in relation to a comprehensive ordering of social life.”  This premise will govern our approach to the theory and action of Locke, Burke, and Mill.
This seminar can only succeed through a careful reading of complex texts by each member of the class.  There is no “light” reading in this course—each and every assignment requires a heavy investment of concentrated attention to what is being said by the author.  The problems we examine in class will, in part, be defined by you.  A certain number of class members will be responsible for formulating a discussion question by 10:00 a.m of the day our seminar meets; this question should be submitted via our distribution list (HIST33600f09@kenyon.edu).  In class the student concerned will introduce this question, along with an explanation of why it is thought important in relation to the assigned reading.
Instructor Information—Office: Seitz House, #09.  Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30-11:00; Tuesday, 1:45-3:45.  Office Phone: 5318.  Home Phone: 393-0341.  E-Mail Address: kinzerb@kenyon.edu.
This seminar includes a prominent research component.  Each student will pursue a detailed study of a specific problem respecting the political thought and activity of Locke, Burke, or Mill (a comparative topic, e.g. “Burke, Mill, and the British Empire,” “Liberty in the Thought of Locke, Burke, and Mill,” “Personal and Political Independence Compromised?  Patronage in the Careers of Locke, Burke, and Mill,” could also qualify).  A list of suggested research topics, of a non-comparative sort, will accompany this syllabus.  Members of the class will submit a Research Proposal and Preliminary Bibliography by September 18.  Two weeks later (October 2) each of you will submit a short historiographical essay (1500 words) that discusses at least four significant secondary sources for your topic, with a view to outlining the approaches and interpretations offered by leading scholars who have tackled some aspect or aspects of your subject.  The first draft of your research essay (3500 words) will be due November 6; the final version of this essay (4000 words) will be due December 18.   
Any student with a disability bearing upon the carrying out of assigned course work should contact the Office of Disability Services at Ex. 5453.  The Coordinator of Disability Services is Erin Salva (salvae@kenyon.edu).  She will review your concerns with a view to determining what accommodations are appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability remain confidential.
Grading Scheme

Participation




30%

Research Proposal and Bibliography

10%
Historiographical Essay


15%

First Draft of Research Essay


20%

Final Version of Research Essay

25%

Required Texts

Edmund Burke, On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, edited by David Bromwich
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, edited by Peter Laslett

John Stuart Mill, Autobiography, edited by John M. Robson

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and Other Essays, edited by John Gray
The Plan
Sept. 2:
Introduction to Course

September 4:
J.R. Milton’s essay on John Locke, in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 34, pp. 216-228; Charles Prior’s essay on Locke, in Reader’s Guide to British History, Vol. I, pp. 822-82
September 9:
Paul Langford’s essay on Edmund Burke, in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 8, pp. 820-841; Bruce Thompson’s essay on Burke, in Reader’s Guide to British History, Vol. I, pp. 204-205; Jose Harris’s essay on J.S. Mill, in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 38, pp. 155-175; Theodore Koditschek’s essay on Mill, in Reader’s Guide to British History, Vol. II, pp. 896-897
September 11:
Peter Laslett’s Introduction to Locke’s Two Treatises, pp. 3-44
September 16: Peter Laslett’s Introduction to Locke’s Two Treatises, pp. 45-126

September 18:
Locke’s Second Treatise, pp. 265-302
September 23:
Locke’s Second Treatise, pp. 303-380

September 25:
Locke’s Second Treatise, pp. 380-428

September 30:
Setting the Burkean Scene (Kinzer)
October 2:
David Bromwich’s Introduction to On Empire, Liberty, and Reform; the Experience of Writing the Historiographical Essay

October 7:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 62-134

October 9:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 135-183

October 14:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 210-257
October 16:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 268-281; 
Review of Progress on First Drafts
October 21:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 282-370

October 23:
On Empire, Liberty, and Reform, pp. 371-400
October 28:
Reflections on the Revolution in France, pp. vii-xix; pp. 1-94
October 30:
Reflections on the Revolution in France, pp. 95-157
November 4:
Reflections on the Revolution in France, pp. 157-250
November 6:
Setting the Millian Scene (Kinzer)
Novemer 11:
Mill’s Autobiography, pp. 1-110
November 13:
Mill’s Autobiography, pp. 111-144

November 18: Mill’s Autobiography, pp. 145-229

November 20:
Kinzer, “Mill and the Experience of Political Engagement”

December 2:
Considerations on Representative Government, pp. 205-284
December 4:
Considerations on Representative Government, pp. 285-325

December 9:
Considerations on Representative Government, pp. 326-410
December 11:
Considerations on Representative Government, pp. 411-467
