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Office Hours: M,W,F—9:30-11:00; Tues.—1:45-3:45
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       Phone Ex.: 5318

This mid-level survey course will introduce students to the last five hundred years of British history.  Its chief purpose is to expose students to the principal forces—political, economic, social, and cultural—shaping a country that would ultimately play a decisive role in the formation of the modern world.  The means employed to accomplish this end are conventional enough: you read the books assigned for the course with a view to understanding what they are trying to tell us about the history of England since the Tudors (you will also write essays that will call upon you to grapple in a systematic way with key problems addressed in several of these books);  I lecture on this, that, and the other thing, and you and I both try to figure out what I am saying and how that which is being said relates to what you are reading (at least in those instances where some sort of relationship can be established).   Assigned readings will both reinforce themes addressed in lectures and examine in some detail important matters that cannot be adequately explored within the largely political narrative used to impart a measure of structural coherence to the lectures.  
Although you may be utterly indifferent to the issue of how your grade will be determined, I am obliged to explain the grading scheme that will be in effect.

Grading Scheme
Quizzes




10%

Mid-Term Exam (Friday, Feb. 27)

20%

Final Exam




40%

Three Papers (each 1500 words in length)
30%
The mid-term and final examinations will be entirely essay in character, and study questions will be distributed in advance of each.

Any student with a disability bearing upon the completion of assigned course work should contact the Office of Disability Services at Ex. 5453.  The Coordinator of Disability Services is Erin Salva (salvae@kenyon.edu).  She will review your concerns with a view to determining what accommodations are appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability remain confidential.

The following books should be purchased:

Kenneth O. Morgan, ed., The Oxford History of Britain

Keith Wrightson, Earthly Necessities
Christopher Haigh, Elizabeth I

Peter Gaunt, Oliver Cromwell
Linda Colley, Britons
Martin Wiener, English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit

Reading Assignments—Assignments should be completed by the close of each week.
Week I

Morgan, 257-293; Wrightson, 1-68
Week II
Morgan, 293-326; Wrightson, 69-158

Week III
Haigh—all of it
Week IV
Morgan, 327-363; Wrightson, 159-268
Week V
Morgan, 363-398; Gaunt, 3-105 
Week VI
Gaunt, 106-238
Week VII
Wrightson, 269-336; Morgan, 399-469

Week VIII
Colley, Introduction and Chaps. 1-4

Week  IX
Colley, Chaps. 5-8 and Conclusion


Week X
Morgan, 470-517

Week XI
Morgan, 518-581
Week XII
Wiener, Introduction and Chapters 1-5
Week XIII
Morgan, 582-634; Wiener, Chaps. 6-8 and Appendix
Week XIV
Morgan, 634-679

Instructions for Papers:  Each paper should be approximately 1500 words in length (no less than 1200, no more than 1800).  Parenthetical citations should be provided for quotations, ideas, and assertions derived from your sources.
First Paper, due on Monday, Feb. 9.

John Guy observes, in The Oxford History of Britain, that Elizabeth I “knew her mind and controlled her policy; her instinct to power was infallible.”  Haigh, for his part, says that “Elizabeth was not a wise and powerful statesperson, implementing the constructive policies she knew her nation needed; she was a nervous politician struggling for survival.”  Using the relevant section of The Oxford History of Britain, along with Haigh’s Elizabeth I, discuss and analyze three major challenges faced by Elizabeth in which her “instinct to power” contributed to her political “survival.”
Second Paper, due on Friday, March 20.

Using the relevant readings assigned from Earthly Necessities and The Oxford History of Britain, explain the social and economic changes associated with the growing importance of the “middle sort of people” in British society between 1650 and 1789.
Third Paper, due on Monday, April 27.
Using the relevant readings assigned from The Oxford History of Britain and English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit, identify and discuss the most enduring and influential “values” cherished by the elites of British society between 1850 and 1980.  
