HIST 370 Women and Gender in the Modern Middle East
Kenyon College, Fall 2009
R: 19:00-22:00, Timberlake Seminar Room  
 Nurten Kilic-Schubel, Seitz House 03, x5320, kilicn@kenyon.edu
Office Hours:  T/R: 10:00-12:00, F.: 11:00-12:00  
(Course website available at: moodle.kenyon.edu)  
Course Description
This seminar will examine women’s history and the cultural construction of gender in the “Middle East” in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Examining a rich variety of historical sources--religious texts, literary writings, women’s personal writings, films and images-- we will explore women’s experiences in a variety of cultural contexts.  The course will focus on the role of complex social forces in shaping the construction of gendered societies. Themes to be discussed will include the role of religion in the construction of discourse concerning women, the impact of colonialism and nationalism on gender politics, and the nature of women’s movements. 
This is a seminar. Discussion is the primary avenue of instruction. Readings and assignments are designed to help students develop the basic skills of a historian and inspire students to elaborate ideas, and engage in critical thinking, writing and discussion.
Note: This course fulfills a requirement for the major or concentration in Women and Gender Studies. For further information on the program contact Laurie Finke, finkel@kenyon.edu
Required Texts 

Books (Available at the Kenyon Bookstore)  
· Afsanah Najmabadi, Women with Mustaches and Man without Beards. Gender 
and Sexual Anxieties of Iranian Modernity. 
· Qasim Amin, The Liberation of Women and the New Women.  

· Judith Tucker, In the House of Law. Gender and Islamic Law in Ottoman Syria and Palestine. 
· Huda Sharavi, Harem Years. The Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist 1876-1924.  . 
· Rhoda Ann Kaaneh,  Birthing the Nation. Strategies of Palestinian Women in Israel.  
· Assia Djabbar, Fantasia. An Algerian Cavalcade. Heinemann,1993.
Other Readings: There will be also required readings available on the course website (moodle.kenyon.edu), E-RES, and on course reserve at the Olin Library. The course E-RES password is Middle East 
Recommended: Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures (EWIC),  Olin Library Reference Room. 
Course Requirements
Class attendance and professionalism: You are expected to attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in a lowering of one’s final grade. Students are expected to complete the readings by the beginning of class on the day they are listed in the syllabus. Assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit. Negotiation of extensions should be made no later than 48 hours in advance of a deadline. You should always bring your books and a print-out copy of the online reading assignments to class
Participation in class discussions: Active participation in class discussions by all students is important for the success of this course.  Participation means raising meaningful questions about assigned readings and films and bringing insights to the table. Students will be expected to respond in some way to the readings and the presentations of their fellow students in a well-prepared and well-informed manner. Your class participation grade is based on your preparation for and contributions to class discussions and will be evaluated by the quality of your comments and questions.  Please note that there will be occasional quizzes and in-class exercises throughout the semester. These exercises will also count toward your participation grade.
Class facilitation: Every week, depending on the number of students in class, one or two students will make 15 minute presentations introducing the readings and raising questions for discussion.  Discussion leaders will summarize the main arguments made in the assigned readings and then lead a class discussion by asking open-ended questions of the class, and commenting on and connecting the ideas and arguments raised by their fellow students. For your presentation prepare a 1 to 2 page list of insights and discussion questions.  
Four critical reflection papers: Students will turn in four reflection papers on the assigned readings. There are five due dates for reflection papers so you can skip one due date of your choice.  Papers should be two pages long, doubled-spaced in 12 point font and have a title. Additional guidelines will be provided. 

Final research project: annotated bibliography: Each student will prepare an annotated bibliography of at least 10 entries on a topic of your choice.  Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor to discuss their topics ahead of time. Further information and additional guidelines will be provided.  
Grading
	Participation and professionalism
	 20%
	

	Four critical reflection papers (10% each)  
	40%
	September 1
October 15

October 29

November 12

December 3

	Class facilitation 

	15%
	

	Research project: annotated bibliography
	25%
	Proposals: October 10

Final Project:  December 10


98-100=A+, 93-98=A, 88-92=A-, 87-88=B+, 82-87=B,79-81=B-,77-81=C+,72-76=C,69-71=C-,59-68=D, Below 69=F
Academic Honesty: Please review the discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty in the Course of Study. Kenyon Academic Honesty Policy copying other’s work in any form, including paraphrasing without attribution constitutes plagiarism.

Disabilities: If you have a disability which you feel might effect your participation in class, please notify me as soon as possible and also identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5453 or via e-mail to Erin Salca (SALVAE). I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course.

Weekly Course Schedule and Assignments
September 3: 
Introduction: Issues in the study of women and gender in the history of the “Middle East” 

· Film:  TBA
September 10:
Women, gender and Islam:  Themes and concepts 
· Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” American Anthropologist 104, 3 (2002), pp.783-790 (moodle.kenyon.edu)
· Nikki Keddie, Middle Eastern Women’s History, pp. 1-30 (moodle.kenyon.edu)
· Assignment: Bring an image or article in the popular press about “Muslim” women

September 17: 
Women in early Islamic texts, tradition and history: The question of interpretations
· Amina Wudud, Quran and Women (handout)
· Mohja Kahf, “Braiding the Stories: Women’s Eloquence in the Early Islamic Era,” in Windows of Faith. Muslim Women Scholar Activists in North America, ed. Gisela Webb, pp 147-171 (on ERes)
· Excerpts from Qur’an (handout)
· Film: Women and Islam

September 24:     Women’s lives in the medieval period
· Huda Lutfi, “Manners and Customs of Fourteenth Century Cairene Women: Female Anarchy versus Shari’a Order in Muslim Prescriptive Treaties” in Nikki Keddie and Beth Baron (eds.), Women in Middle Eastern History, pp. 99-121( on ERes)
· Leslie P. Peirce, “Seniority’ Sexuality and Social Order: The Vocabulary of Gender in Early Modern Ottoman Society” in Women in the Ottoman Empire, Madeline Zilfi (ed.), pp. 169-186 (ERes)

· Kathryn Babayan, “In Spirit We Ate Each Other’s Sorrow: Female Companionship in Seventeenth Century Safavid Iran” in Islamic Sexualities. Translations across Temporal Geographies of Desire, pp. 239-271 (on E-RES) 
· Nikki Keddie, Women in the Middle East, pp. 30-57 (moodle.kenyon.edu) 

Due: Critical reflection paper 1
October 1: 

Gender and law: Marriage and divorce
· Judith Tucker, In the House of the Law. Gender and Islamic Law in Ottoman Syria and Palestine, pp.1-52, 78-112
· Film: Divorce Iranian Style, 1998 Kim Longinotto and Ziba Mir-Hosseini. 
October 8:   
19th century transformations: Orientalism, colonialism and the question of women
· Edward Said, Orientalism, pp. 49-92 (on ERes)
· Sarah Graham-Brown, Images of Women in the Photographs in the Middle East 1860-1950, pp. 1-35 (on ERes)
·  Afsanah Najmabadi, Women with Mustaches and Men Without Beards. Gender and Sexual Anxieties of Iranian Modernity, pp.1-60
· Film: TBA
October 15: 
Gendering the modern:  The “new women” and the discourse of veil
· Afsanah Najmabadi, Women with Mustaches and Men Without Beards, pp. 132-170
· Qasim Amin, The Liberation of Women. The New Women, pp. 1-61

Due:  critical reflection paper 2
October 22:
 
 Women’s movements and national politics
· Afsanah Najmabadi, Women with Mustaches, pp.207-243

· Huda Shaarawi, Harem Years. The Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist, 1-82

· Nikki Keddie,  Middle Eastern Women’s History, skim, pp 75-101 (moodle.kenyon.edu)
October 29:  
The new state and women:  Turkey
·  Deniz Kandiyoti, “ End of Empire, Islam, Nationalism and Women in Turkey” in Women, Islam and the State, ed. Deniz Kandiyoti, pp. 22-47 (on ERes)
· Yesim Arat, “From Emancipation to Liberation: The Changing Role of Women in Turkey’s Public Realm” in Turkey: a Struggle between Nation and State, pp. 107-121 (moodle.kenyon.edu)

· Excerpts from Halide Adivar’s Memoirs (handout)

Due: critical reflection paper 3
November 5

 Algeria
· Assia Djabbar, Fantasia (entire)
· Film: Battle of Algiers
· Marnia Lazreg, The Eloquence of Silence: Algerian Women in Question (on ERes)
November 12
Social change, feminism and Islam
· Lama Abu Odeh, “Post Colonial Feminism and the Veil: Thinking the Difference”, Feminist Review, no. 43, (Spring 1993), pp.26-37(moodle.kenyon.edu)
· Homa Hoodfar, “The Veil in Their Minds and on Our Heads: Veiling Practices and Muslim Women “in The Politics of Culture in the Shadow of Capital, Lisa Lowe and David Lloyd (eds.), pp. 249-279 (moodle.kenyon.edu)

· Arlene MacLeod, “Hegemonic Relations and Gender Resistance: The New Veiling as Accommodating Protest in Cairo”, Signs, Vol. 17, No. 3 (1992), pp.533-557 (moodle.kenyon.edu)
· Recommended: Nikki Keddie, Middle Eastern Women’s History, skim pp. 101-155

· Film:  A Veiled Revolution
Due: Critical reflection paper 4

November 19 
 
Iranian Revolution and women

· Parvin Paidar, “Gender of Democracy: The Encounter between Feminism and Reformism in Contemporary Iran” (moodle.kenyon.edu)

· Film: Mrs. President, 2002


----------Thanksgiving Break-------- 

December 3 
  
 Palestine
· Rhoda Ann Kaaneh,  Birthing the Nation. Strategies of Palestinian Women in Israel. University of California Press, 2002.
· Film: TBA
Due: Critical reflection paper 5
December 10     
Discussion of research project 
RESEARCH PROJECTS ARE DUE  
