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Professor Nurten Kilic-Schubel, Ascension 12, x5320, e-mail: kilicn@kenyon.edu
Office Hours: Mon.: 12:00-15:00 and Wed.: 13:00-15:00 and by appointment 
 
I. Course Description

This course introduces the history of the Islamicate world from roughly the 12th century to the beginning of the modern era. Dur​ing this period, the Islamicate world was truly a global civilization which reached from North Africa to Central Asia. It was a civilization with diverse cultures, languages, institutions, intellectual ideas, and religious practices. Despite this diversity it was connected by a variety of social, cultural, commercial, religious and political networks. Through reading a various primary texts including the poetry of the influential 12th century Sufi poet and religious thinker, Rumi, the autobiographical writings of the  14th century Muslim world traveler, Ibn Battuta, and the memoirs of a 16th century Timurid princess, Gulbadan Begam, we will explore the rich and dynamic cultures and societies of the medieval Islamicate world. Among the themes we will cover are the nature of political life in the “medieval” Islamic world, the role of Turco-Mongol nomads in Islamicate history, the rise of regional empires such as the Ottomans, Safavids, Muhgals and Uzbeks in the 16th century, the nature of  the social, cultural and commercial networks which connected the Islamicate world, and the varieties of cultural and literary expression associated with the Muslim world during this period.   Special attention will be paid to issues of gender in Islamicate history.
II. Required Readings

Available in the bookstore for purchase:

Ibn Battuta Travels in Asia and Africa.
Gulbadan Begum, The History of Humayun
Marshal G. Hodgson, The Venture of Islam. Vol. 2. 
Annemarie Schimmel, Rumi’s World: The Life and Work of the Great Sufi Poet
Gavin Hambly, Women in the Medieval Islamic World
David Noelle, Historical Atlas of Islamic World

Electronic reserve: a set of readings is available on electronic reserve. Password: Islam
Please note that I will also provide supplementary readings (primary sources) and handout throughout the semester.

Some useful websites:
www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east.html (Maps)
www.middleastsourcebook.com (Medieval Sourcebook)
Course Policies 

Please take note of the following course policies. 
Academic honesty: Each student is expected to conform at all times to Kenyon policies regarding academic honesty.  Please review the discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty in the Course of Study. Kenyon Academic Honesty Policy copying other’s work in any form, including paraphrasing without attribution constitutes plagiarism.

Late assignments: All written assignments must be submitted in hard copy in class on the due date. Unless there are urgent circumstances, most late assignments will drop the equivalent of one letter grade for each day that they are late. Students must contact the instructor if a conflict arises that will prevent them from attending classes. Only students who have excused absences and approval from the instructor will be able to make up a missed exam or other assignment.
If you have any questions or problems connected with this course, please feel free to speak with me. 

Disabilities: If you have a disability which you feel might effect your participation in    class, please notify me as soon as possible and also identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5453 or via e-mail to Erin Salca (SALVAE). I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course.
III. Course Requirements
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	1) Attendance and class participation Students are required to attend all sessions of the class. Your grade will drop, at my discretion, by a half a letter grade for each unexcused absences after one unexcused absences. 
2) Class participation and four exercises: Exercises include quizzes and short written assignments to be prepared for or done in class. (25%)

3) One short essay: You will write one 4 page (1000 words) on an assigned question. (10%)
4) One in-class exam: exam includes objective and essay questions. A study guide will be distributed a week before the exam. (20%)
5) Map assignment.  Take home (5% pts.)  
6) Group project and presentations: Traveling with Ibn Battuta. Students will be divided into groups and assigned a topic or theme related to Ibn Battuta’s travels. Each student will write a 2-3 page essay in collaboration with other group members and present it as a group in class. Further information and guidelines will be provided. (15%)
7) Final Exam. Take home, due on December 14 ( 25%)   


IV. Course Schedule and Weekly Assignments
Aug.  28-30
Introductions  
Why study Islamicate history? What is medieval? What is Islamicate? Islamic history as global history?
Eaton, Islamic History as Global History, 1-16
Hodgson, “Introduction to the Study of Islamic Civilization” in The Venture of Islam, vol. 1, pp. 48-61 (handout)
Film: Islam:  Empire of Faith, Part I
Sept. 4-6
Early history: overview (and getting familiar with geography, people, terminology and languages)
Tues. and Thurs.: Eaton, Islamic History as Global History, pp. 17-51
Noelle, Historical Atlas of Islam, skim, pp. 1-78
Sept.11-13
Formation of the international Islamicate society: some aspects of social and political life
Tues.: Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, pp. 62-98; 115-135
Thurs: Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, pp. 115-135
Excerpts from primary sources (handouts)
Due: Map assignment
Sept. 18-20
Sufism and Sufi networks
Tues.: Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, pp.  201-222

 


Annemarie Schimmel, Rumi’s World, pp.1-50.
Guest Lecturer: Vernon Schubel. “Sufism in the medieval and modern Islamic worlds”
Thurs.: Schimmel, Rumi’s World, pp. 173-194
 Sept. 25-27 
The expansion of networks: Eurasian nomads, Muslim merchants, Turks and Mongols: 

Tues.: Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, pp.386-427.
Thurs.: Xinru Liu and Lynda Norene Shaffer, Connections Across  

Eurasia: Transportation and Cultural Exchange on the Silk

Roads, pp. 224-252 (on E-RES)



Due: Exercise 1
Oct. 2-4
Islamicate cosmopolitanism: traveling with Ibn Battuta
Tues.: Ibn Battuta Travels in Asia and Africa, pp. 43-122

Due: Group project presentations and discussions 

Presenters: Group 1, Battuta in North Africa, Persia, Iraq and the Arabian Sea

Discussants: Group 2

Thurs.: Ibn Battuta Travels in Asia and Africa, pp. 123-181

Due: Group presentations and discussions: 

Presenters: Group 2, Ibn Battuta in Anatolia and Central Asia
Discussants: Group 1
Oct. 11
Still on the road with Ibn Battuta
Thurs.: Ibn Battuta, Travels in Asia and Africa, pp.181-260; 311-339



Due: Group presentations and discussions: 

Presenters: Group 3, Ibn Battuta in India

Discussants: Group 4

Presenters: Group 4, Ibn Battuta in the Maldive Islands, West Africa and back home

Discussants: Group 3
Oct. 16-18

Challenging Ibn Battuta: women in Islamicate history 

Tues.: Gavin Hambly, “Becoming Visible” in Women in Medieval Islamic World, pp. 3-26

Marina Tolmacheva, “Female Piety and Patronage in the Medieval Hajj” in Women in Medieval Islamic World, pp. 161-179.

Carl F. Petry, “Conjugal Rights Versus Class Prerogatives: A Divorce Case in Mamluk Cairo” in Women in Medieval Islamic World, pp.227-240.

Thurs.: Due: In-Class Exam (Thurs., Oct. 18)
Oct. 23-25                Cultural forms, literary and artistic connections:  The “Timurid

Renaissance”
Tues.: Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, pp. 501-526
Thomas Lentz and Glenn Lowry, Timur and the Princely Vision, pp. 12-24 (on reserve)
Due: Exercise
2
Thurs.: Rosamad E. Mack, Bazaar to Piazza: Islamic Trade and Italian Art (on E-RES)

Oct. 30-Nov. 1            Imperial connections: Ottomans, Safavids, Mughals and 
Uzbeks 

Tues.:  Joseph Fletcher, “Integrative History: Parallels and

Interconnections in the Early Modern History, 1500-1800” in 
Studies on Chinese and Islamic Inner Asia, B. Manz (ed.) (E-RES)
Due: Exercise 3
Thurs: Stephan Dale, “The Islamic World in the Age of European

Expansion” in The Cambridge History of Islamic World, pp. 62-87 
Nov. 6-8 

Gendering empires, writing empires

Tues/Thurs: Gul-badan Begam, Humayunname, pp. 84-201

Richard B. Barnett, “Embattled Begams: Women as Power Brokers in Early Modern India” in Women in Medieval Islamic World
Due: Exercise 4




Nov. 13-15
Ottomans and Europe
 

Tues.: Cemal Kafadar, “Ottomans and Europeans” in T. Brady Jr., H.A.Oberman, J. D. Tracy, Handbook of European History 1400-1600, vol. 1, pp.589-635 (on E-RES)
Film: “Suleiman the Magnificent”

Thurs.: Yvonne J. Seng, “Invisible Women: Residents of Early Sixteenth-Century Istanbul” in Women in the Medieval Islamic World, pp.241-268
-----------------------THANKSGIVING BREAK-----------------------
Nov. 27-29. 
   
Safavids  



Tues: Andrew Newman, Safavid Iran, pp. 13-24 (on E-RES)
Thurs.: Maria Szuppe, “The Jewels of Wonder”: Learned Ladies and Princess Politicians in the Provinces of Early Safavid Iran” in Women in the Medieval Islamic World, 325-337
Due: Short essays (Nov. 29)
Dec. 4-6              
Central Eurasia: Uzbeks and others

Tues:  McChessney, “Barriers of Heterodoxy? Rethinking the Ties between Iran and Central Asia in the 17th Century” in Safavid Persia, Charles Melville, ed., pp.231-269 (on E-RES)
Due: Essay questions for the final exam will be distributed

Thurs.:  James A. Millward, Eurasian Crossroads: A History of Xinjiang (on E-RES)

Film: TBA

Dec. 11

Final reflections  
NOTE: Final Exams due on December 14, Ascension Hall 12

