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Course Description

This course introduces the history of one of the great imperial formations of the pre-modern period. Founded in the late 13th century and lasting until the 1920’s the Ottoman Empire was one of the longest lasting and most successful polities in history. Although founded and ruled by Muslim Turks, the Ottoman empire was in reality a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-religious entity, which at its height contained territories in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Balkans, “the Middle East” and parts of Africa. It has left a significant political and cultural legacy, which continues up to our own time. This course provides a broad overview of the political and social cultures of the Ottoman period, not just imperial institutions or the culture of the ruling class, but also those of ordinary people from diverse backgrounds-women, peasants, merchants, and non-Muslims. Topics to be covered will include the  historiographical debate about Ottoman origins, the shifting ideologies and institutions of empire, the role of Islam in Ottoman political and cultural life, religious and communal relations, aspects of Ottoman cultural and social life, women and gender in the Ottoman empire, Ottoman relations with Europe, Ottoman responses to modernity, the rise of nationalism, and the events leading up to the eventual creations of modern Turkish Republic in the Ottoman heartland. The overarching theme of the course will be the flexibility and adaptability of the Ottoman imperial system as well as the diversity in its ethnic, religious and cultural life. 

One of the objectives of this course is to help you improve your critical thinking and writing skills. So feel free to ask questions about the readings and your written work.  Please use my office hours as much as possible. If you cannot come to my office hours because of class conflicts, please make appointments ahead of time.  
Required Readings

Books (Available in the bookstore for purchase):
· Leslie P. Peirce, The Imperial Harem. Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire.(New York Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993)
· Molly Greene, A Shared World. Christians and Muslims in the Early Modern Mediterranean. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000.
· Donald Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 200)

· Iva Andric, The Bridge on the Drina. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1977
· Robert Dankoff, The Intimate Life of an Ottoman Statesman: Melek Ahmed Pasha (1588-1662) As Portrayed in Evliya Çelebi’s Book of Travels (Albany: State University of New York, 1991),
Other readings:  There will be set of required readings available through electronic reserve (ERes), the course website (MOODLE) and handouts. The password for electronic reserve: Osman 
Course Requirements
Class attendance and professionalism: You are expected to attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in a lowering of one’s final grade. You are expected to complete the readings by the beginning of class on the day they are listed in the syllabus. Assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit. Negotiation of extensions should be made no later than 48 hours in advance of a deadline. You should always bring your books and a print-out copy of the online reading assignments and handouts to class 
 Participation in class discussions:   This is a combination lecture and discussion class, so we will have plenty of opportunity for class discussions. Participation means raising meaningful questions about assigned readings and films and bringing insights in a well-prepared and well-informed manner. Your participation in all these activities is important for the success of this class.     

Five in-class exercises: These will include quizzes or short responses to reading assignments and films to be done in-class. These will be held at the beginning of class (see weekly schedule for due dates)  

Group project: “Imperial domains” (memalik-i mahruse). Further information will be provided. 
One short critical response essay and presentation:  Students will write a 2 page (500-750) critical reflection essays on one of the articles or chapters in the course readings and will present it in class. Signup sheets will be provided on the first day of class. 

Two short essays: Students will write two 4 page (1000 words) double-spaced essays. Students will pick two of the following books for their essays:  The Intimate Life of an Ottoman Statesman, Leslie Peirce’s Imperial Harem and The Bridge on the Drina. Additional guidelines will be provided.

Final exam or research paper: Students will have the option of a final exam or an 8-10 page doubled-spaced research paper. Students who opt for the research paper should consult with me to discuss their topic and will have to submit their research proposal and tentative bibliography by February 16. Students will present preliminary results of their research on the last day of the class. Additional guidelines will be provided.

Grading:
	Participation
	100 points
	

	Five exercises
	50 points each=250 points
	Feb.2,Mar.2, 25, Apr.13, 29

	Group project
	50 points
	February 18

	Two essays
	150 points each=300 points
	Feb.16, Feb.25, May 4

	Critical reflection paper
	100 points
	

	Final exam or research paper
	200 points
	May 11


Academic honesty: Each student is expected to conform at all times to Kenyon policies regarding academic honesty.  Please review the discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty in the Course of Study Kenyon Academic Honesty Policy. Please note that copying other’s work in any form, including paraphrasing without attribution constitutes plagiarism.

Disabilities: If you have a disability which you feel might effect your participation in    class, please notify me as soon as possible and also identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5453 or via e-mail to Erin Salva (SALVAE). I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course.
V. Weekly Course Schedule and Assignments
Week 1: Introductions: Ottoman Empire and world history

Tuesday, Jan 19: 
· Why Study Ottoman History?
Thursday, Jan 21: Constructing early Ottoman history: the modern historiographical debate
· Quataert, pp.1-34
· Halil Inalcik , "The Question of the Emergence of the Ottoman State," in International Journal of Turkish Studies, II (1980), pp. 71-79 [MOODLE]
· Ibn Battuta, Travels in Asia and Africa [HANDOUT]
Week 2: Constructing early Ottoman history:  Byzantium and the early Ottomans in Anatolia
Tuesday, Jan. 26: Frontier society
· Caroline Finkel, Osman’s Dream, pp.1-21 [ERes]
· Keith R. Hopwood, “The Byzantine-Turkish Frontier c1250-1300 [MOODLE]
· Primary sources: 
Denisen B. Hull, Digenis Akritas [HANDOUT]
Excerpts from The Book of Dede Korkut [ERes]
· Recommended: Cemal Kafadar, Between Two Worlds. The Construction of the Ottoman State (University of Californian Press, 1995), pp.118-150 [ERes] 
Thursday, January 28: The House of Osman and the formation of an empire
· Kafadar, “The Ottoman Empire and Europe” in Handbook of European History [ERes]
· Leslie Peirce, The Imperial Harem. Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire, pp, 15-54.

· Recommended:  Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire, chapter 1: Chronology [ERes]
Week 3: Fashioning an imperial city: Constantinople    
Tuesday, February 2:
· Halil Inalcik, “ The Policy of Mehmet II Toward the Greek Population of Istanbul and the Byzantine Buildings of the City, “ Dumbarton Oaks Papers 23 (1970) [MOODLE]
· David Nicol, “Constantine XI and Mehmed II: The Fall of Constantinople 1448-53.” In his  Last Centuries of Byzantium [MOODLE]]
· EXERCISE #1
Thursday, February 4: 
·  Philip Mansel, “The Conqueror.” In Constantinople: The City of the World’s Desire, 1453-1924 (1995) [ERes] 
· Start reading The Bridge on the Drina
Week 4:  “The Classical” Period (16the century): Imperial institutions and practices:  
Tuesday, February 9: 

· Peirce, Imperial Harem, pp. 57-90, 113-139

Thursday, February 11: 
· Gülru Necipoğlu, “Süleymân the Magnificent and the Representation of Power in the Context of Ottoman-Habsburg – Papal Rivalry.” The Art Bulletin LXXI, 3   [MOODLE]

· Selections from Turkish Letter of Ogier Ghiselin de Busbeck
· Film: Suleiman the Magnificent
Week 5:  The Imperial household   
Tuesday, February 16:

· Peirce, Imperial Harem, pp. 153-185, 219-241
· DUE: Essays on The Imperial Harem  
Thursday, February 18: 
· Group project: “Imperial Domains”
Week 6: The so-called “17th century Crisis” and the Ottoman ruling elites  
Tuesday, February 23:
· Robert Dankoff, The Intimate Life of an Ottoman Statesman: Melek Ahmed Pasha (1588-1662) As Portrayed in Evliya Çelebi’s Book of Travels (Albany: State University of New York, 1991), pp.3-35, 61-97
Thursday, February 25: 
· Robert Dankoff,  The Intimate Life of an Ottoman Statesman, 200-253
·  DUE: Essays on The Intimate Life of an Ottoman Statesman
Week 7: Ottomans in Europe and the Mediterranean World  

Tuesday, March 2:  
· Goffman, The Ottoman Empire and Early Modern Europe. (Cambridge University Press, 2002) pp.137-164  [ERes]
· Molly Greene, A Shared World. Christians and Muslims in the Early Mediterranean (Princeton University Press, 2000), pp. 1-77 
· EXERCISE #2

Thursday, March 4:   
· Molly Greene, A Shared World, pp. 79-108
--------SPRING BREAK--------
Week 8:  Subjects of the Sultan: non-Muslims   
Tuesday, March 23: 
· Metin Kunt, “The Transformation of Zimmi into Askeri” in Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Empire, pp55-69 [ERes]
· Eyal Ginia, “Neither Muslims nor Zimmis: The Gypsies (Roma) in the Ottoman State [MOODLE]

Thursday, March 25: Jewish experience in the Ottoman Empire

· Avigdor Levy, The Jews of the Ottoman Empire, 42-70 [ERes]

· Josehp Yahalom and Andrea Tietze, eds., Ottoman Melodies and Hebrew Hymns [ERes]

· Paul Fenton, “Shabbetay Sebi and his Muslim contemporary Muhammad an-Niyazi.” In Approaches to Judaism in Medieval Times, ed. David R. Blumenthal, 3 vols. (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1984-88), vol. 3, pp. 81-7  [ERes]
· EXERCISE #3

Week 9:  Law, state and society
Tuesday, March 30:
· Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, pp. 89-109

· Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire, pp. 216-25 [ERes]

· Rossitsa Gradeva, “Orthodox Christians in the Kadi Courts: The Practice of Sheriat Court, Seventeenth Century.” In Rumeli Under the Ottomans (Istanbul: The Isis Press, 2004), pp.166-193 [ERes]
Thursday, April 1:
· Yvonne J. Seng, “Invisible Women: Residents of Early Sixteenth-Century Istanbul.” In in Hambly (ed.), Women in the Medieval Islamic World, pp. 241-268  [ERes]

Week 10: Rural society: peasants and the state

Tuesday, April 6:

· Amy Singer, Palestinian Peasants and Ottoman Officials in the 16th century, chp. 2. [ERES]
· Suraiya Faroqhi, “Political Activity among Ottoman Taxpayers”, JESHO, xxxiv (1992), pp.1-39 [MOODLE]

Thursday, April 8:  
· Faroqhi, "The Life and Death of Outlaws in Corum”, pp. 146-157 [HANDOUT]

· Excerpts from the poetry of Pir Sultan Abdal [MOODLE] and Koroglu
Week 11:  Urban society: religious and cultural life
 
Tuesday, April 13: 

· Cemal Kafadar, “Self and Others: The Diary of  a Dervish in Seventeenth Century Istanbul and First Person Narrative in Ottoman Literature,” Studia Islamica, LXIX (1989), pp. 191-218 [MOODLE]

· Hegnar Watenpaut, “Deviant Dervishes, Space and Gender and the Construction of Antinomian Piety,”  International Journal of Middle East Studies 37 (2005) [MOODLE] 

· Primary source: Steve Tamari, A Damascus Diary: 1734-35, Ibn Kannan (d. 1754) [MOODLE]
· EXERCISE #4

Thursday, April 15:

· Suraiya Faroqhi, “Sainthood as a means of self defense.”  In Manifestations of Sainthood in Islam, eds., Grase Smith and Carl Ernst [ERES]

· John Kingslesy Birge,  The Bektashi Order of Dervishes [ERes]

· Primary source: Excerpts from the Vilayatname of Hajji Bektash Veli [HANDOUT]
Week 12:  Crisis and new beginnings, 1770-1839: Consumption and material culture
Tuesday, April 20:
· Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922, pp. 37-53, 140-171

· Suraiya Faroqhi, Subjects of the Sultan. Culture and Daily Life in the Ottoman Empire (I.B.Tauris, 2005), pp. 225-254 [ERes]
· Ariel Salzman, “The Age of Tulips: Confluence and Conflict in Early Modern Consumer Culture, “In Consumption Studies and the History of the Ottoman Empire, 1550-1922, ed., Donald Quataert, pp.83-106 [ERes]
Thursday, April 22:

· Shirine Hamadeh, “Public Spaces and the Garden Culture of Istanbul in the Eighteenth century,” In The Early Modern Ottomans. Remapping the Empire, eds., Virginia Aksan and Daniel Goffman (Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp.277-312 [ERes]
· Primary source: Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, Turkish Embassy Letters, ed. Malcolm Jack (London, 1993), [ERes]
Week 13: Europe in the Ottoman Empire: 19th century transformations and
Tuesday, April 27:
· Donald Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922, pp.54-73
· Donal Quataert, “The Age of Reforms” in An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, vol. [ERes]
· Nancy Micklewright, “Late Nineteenth Century Ottoman Wedding Costumes as Indicator of Social Change”[MOODLE]
Thursday, April 29: 

· Dror Ze’evi, “Kul and Getting Cooler: The Dissolution of Elite Collective Identity and the Formation of Official Nationalism in the Ottoman Empire,” Mediterranean Historical Review II (1996), pp.177-195 [MOODLE]
· Engin Akarli, “The Tangled Ends of an Empire: Ottoman Encounters with the West and Problems of Westernization: an Overview,” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 26, 3 (2006) [MOODLE]
· Primary sources: “Mahmud II’s Ferman”, “Gulhane Hatt-i Humayun”[MOODLE]
· EXERCISE #5
Week 14: War, nationalism, the end of an empire and the legacies of the empire
Tuesday, May 4:
· Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922, pp.172-198
· Eric-Jan Zurcher, “The Ottoman Empire 1850-1922. Unavoidable Failure?”  [MOODLE]
· Cengiz Kirli, “Balkan Nationalisms and the Ottoman Empire” [MODDLE]
· Discussion of Ivo Andric, The Bridge on the Drina (Chicago, 1977)
· DUE: Essays on The Bridge on the Drina 
Thursday, May 6: Reflections
· Film:TBA

FINAL EXAM/RESEARH PAPERS ARE DUE ON MAY 11
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