Kenyon College, Spring 2008


HIST 192 Modern Islamic World: “Middle East”
Samuel Mather Hall 215, TR: 13:10-14:30
Nurten Kilic-Schubel, Ascension 12, x5320, e-mail: kilicn@kenyon.edu
Office Hours: T: 15:00-16:00 , W: 13:00-16:00 and R: 15:00-16:00 and by appointment 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course surveys the history of the modern Islamicate world with a focus on the “Middle East”. Using variety of primary and secondary textual and other sources, we will explore the social, economic and political transformations people have gone through in the “Middle East” in the 19th and 20th centuries. Among the topics we will explore the legacy of the Ottoman empire in the region, the impact of the changing role of the world economy, European imperialism, issues of colonialism, the construction of nation-states, and gender relations. The overarching theme of the course will be the diversity of experiences and expressions with regard to these transformations. 
II. REQUIRED READINGS
Available in the bookstore for purchase:

William L. Cleveland, History of the Modern Middle East

Joe Sacco, Palestine
Sahar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns
Naguib Mahfouz, Midaq Alley
Orhan Pamuk, Istanbul. Memories and the City

Other readings will be available online, ERes, on course reserve at the Olin Library or will be handed out in class. The course ERes password is Pamuk
For links to some useful websites and other online resources go to the course website: moodle.kenyon.edu 
III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS
1. Attendance and class participation: Students are required to attend all sessions of the class. Unexcused absences will result in a lowering of one’s final grade. Reading and writing assignments must be completed prior to class.    

2. Four class exercises: Over the course of the semester, there will be four exercises (see weekly course schedule). These will include short answer quizzes and short written assignments to be prepared for or done in class. (20%, 250 points)

3. Two short review essays:  Students will write two 4-5 page review essays (1000-1200 words). For your first essay you need to choose either Naguib Mahfouz’s Midaq Alley or Pamuk’s Memories. For the second essay, choose Shahar Khalifeh’s Wild Thorns or Sacco’s Palestine. Additional information and further guidelines will be provided. (15% each, 300 points)
4. Two in-class exams:   The first one is due on February 26 and the second one on April 17. Mid-term exams will include objective and essay questions. A study guide will be distributed a week before the exams. (25% each, 500 points)
 IV. COURSE POLICIES

Please take note of the following course policies. 
Academic honesty: Each student is expected to conform at all times to Kenyon policies regarding academic honesty.  Please review the discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty in the Course of Study. Kenyon Academic Honesty Policy.  
Late assignments: All written assignments must be submitted in hard copy in class on the due date. Unless there are urgent circumstances, most late assignments will drop the equivalent of one letter grade for each day that they are late. Students must contact the instructor if a conflict arises that will prevent them from attending classes. Only students who have excused absences and approval from the instructor will be able to make up a missed exam or other assignment.
If you have any questions or problems connected with this course, please feel free to speak with me. 

Disabilities: If you have a disability which you feel might effect your participation in    class, please notify me as soon as possible and also identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5453 or via e-mail to Erin Salca (SALVAE). I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course.
IV. Course Schedule and Weekly Assignments
I.  INTRODUCTION
Week One: Jan 15&Jan. 17
T.          Introduction to the course: key concepts and issues
See: Clips from Reel Bad Arabs
TR
  The Islamicate past and the modern world: overview
Cleveland, pp. 1-31

II. ENTANGLED HISTORIES: THE OTTOMAN AND OTHER EMPIRES IN THE AGE OF IMPERIALISM
Week Two: Jan. 22& 24  
T   
Cleveland, pp. 37-80

TR   
Film:  The Ottoman Empire
 Start reading Pamuk’s Istanbul
Week Three: Jan. 29&31
T
  The “Long Nineteenth Century” transformations and individual lives
Akram F. Khater, “Assaf: A Peasant of Mount Lebanon” in Struggle and Survival in the Modern Middle East, Edmund Burke III and David N. Yaghoubian, eds., pp. 35-47 on ERes
Cleveland, skim pp. 81-103
Sherry Watter, “Journeyman Textile Weavers in the Nineteenth Century Damascus: A Collective Biography,” pp. 64-79 on ERes
TR 
Constitutional reforms and political cartoons 

Palmira Brummet, Image and Imperialism (handout)

 Cleveland, pp. 133-148

IV. WWI AND MAPPING THE “MIDDLE EAST”
Week Five: Feb. 5&7 



T    
Cleveland, pp. 149-173; Selection of documents (handout)

Due: exercise 1

TR  
Cleveland, pp. 173-192

Film: Ataturk, the Founder of Modern Turkey
V. COLONIAL MATTERS
Week Six: Feb. 12&Feb. 14

T 
Cleveland, pp. 193-215 

 Sami Zubaida, “An Iraqi Country Doctor”, pp. 187-2002 on ERes
Leila Ahmed, “The Discourse of Veil” on ERes
TR
 Cleveland, pp. 217-237
Week Seven: Feb.19&Feb.21
T 
Colonial/national cities
Due: First short essay on Midaq Alley or Pamuk’s Memories
TR 
Class discussion of Midaq Alley and Memories

Start reading Safar Khalifeh’s Wild Thorns and Sacco’s Palestine
Week Eight: Feb. 26&Feb. 28

T 
MID-TERM EXAM
TR
Film: TBA
---------SPRING BREAK--------


 
IX. ENTANGLED HISTORIES: THE “QUESTION” OF PALESTINE AND THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
Week Nine: Mar. 18&Mar. 20

T
The Palestinian mandate and Zionism
Cleveland, pp. 239-271; selection of documents (handouts)
TR
1948-History and memory
Rashid Khalidi, “The Palestinians and 1948” in the War for Palestine: Rewriting the History of 1948.  Eugene L. Rogan and Avi Shlaim, pp. 12-36 on ERes
Due: Exercise 2

X.  ANTI-IMPERIALISM, NATIONALISM, MARXISM AND ISLAM
 Week Ten: Mar. 25&Mar. 27

T
Egypt, Nasser and Arab nationalism and socialism


Cleveland, pp. 301-344

FILM: Umm Kulthum: A Voice Like Egypt
TR
Iraq 

Cleveland, pp. 397-421
Eric Davis, “History Matters: Past as Prologue in Building Democracy in Iraq”  on moodle
XI SINCE THE 70’S: SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS
Week Eleven: Apr. 1& Apr. 3  

T
Iran and the Iranian Revolution

Cleveland, pp. 423-449
Mehdi Abedi and Michael M. J.Fisher, “An Iranian Village Boyhood” (handout)
Film: Revolution Betrayed
Due: Exercise 3

TR
Shirin Ebadi, Iran Awakening. A Memory of Revolution and Hope, selected chapters on ERes
 
 

XII ENTANGLED HISTORIES AND PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE
Week Twelve:   Apr. 8 and Apr. 10

T
Palestinian struggle

Cleveland, pp.345-365; 473-517
TR 
Discussion of Shahar Khalef, Wild Thorns and Sacco’s Palestine
XII AFGHANISTAN
Week Thirteenth: Apr. 15&17
T 
Afghanistan 

Martin Ewans, Afghanistan: A Short History of Its People and Politics on ERes

Ashraf Ghani, “Gulab: An Afghan School Teacher”, pp. 253-267 (handout)

TR    EXAM IN-CLASS
TRANSNATIONAL “MIDDLE EAST”:  ART AND POPULAR CULTURE
Week Fourteenth: Apr. 24&Apr. 29
T
Andrew Shryock, “Public Culture in Arab Detroit” in Mass Mediations, Walter Armbrust, ed., pp. 32-59 on ERES
 Christa Salamandra, “Consuming Damascus”, pp. 182-201 on ERes
Due: Exercise 4

TR
Film: TBA
May 1:  Final reflections

