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I. Course Description

This course surveys the history of the Islamic(ate) world from the rise of Islam in the 6th century up to the rise of post-Mongol Muslim empires-the Ottomans, the Safavids, the Mughuls- in the 16th century. This course will especially focus on the formation and expansion of Islam as a global civilization and the historical development of the social, cultural, religious and commercial networks and institutions that connected the Islamicate world during these centuries. Among the topics to be covered are the life and career of the Prophet Muhammad and the emergence of Islam, the expansion of Islamicate world through conquests, conversions and commercial networks, the formation of various Islamic polities and empires such as the Abbasids, the Fatimids, the Seljuks and the Mamluks, and the issues of authority, power and legitimacy that confronted these polities. It will also examine the historical development of Islamic institutions such as Sufism and religious law.   

II. Required Readings

Books (Available in the bookstore for purchase)
· Jonathan P. Berkey, The Formation of Islam. Religion and Society in the Near East
· Nizami, The Story of Layla and Majnun
· Ahmed Karamustafa, God’s Unruly Friends. Dervish Groups in the Islamic Middle Period 1200-1550
· Deli Cortese and Simonetta Calderini, Women and the Fatimids in the World of Islam
· Patricia Risso, Merhcnats and Faith. Muslim Commerce and Culture in the Indian Ocean

· Philip K. Hitti, trans., An Arab-Syrian Gentleman and Warrior in the Period of the Crusades. Memoirs of Usamah ibn-Munqidh 
Other readings There will be set of required readings available through electronic reserve (ERes), the course website (moodle.kenyon.edu) and handouts. The password for electronic reserve: Islam
III. Course Requirements
	Class attendance and professionalism: You are expected to attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in at my discretion in a lowering of one’s final grade. You are expected to complete the readings by the beginning of class on the day they are listed in the syllabus. Assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit. Negotiation of extensions should be made no later than 48 hours in advance of a deadline. You should always bring your books and a print-out copy of the online reading assignments and handouts to class. 
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Class participation: This is a lecture based course but we will have plenty of opportunity for class discussions and as well as variety of individual or group projects. Your participation in all these activities is important for the success of this class.   
Five in-class exercises: These will include quizzes or short responses to reading assignments and films to be done in-class. These will be held at the beginning of class (see weekly schedule for due dates)  

Take home map assignment due on September 24 
One short critical response essay: You will write a one short critical essay on one of the course readings your choice. It could be on one of the primary sources we are reading, an article or a chapter in one of the monographs or any of the other readings in the course syllabus. Essays should be five pages long, double spaced throughout and use Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers for citation format. Further guidelines will be provided. 
Midterm exam includes objective and essay questions. A study guide will be distributed a week before the exam. Midterm exam is due on October 20
Final exam take home, due on December 18
Grading

Participation/professionalism
10%  
Five exercices


25 %

Map assignement

5%, 
Critical essay


15%

Midterm


20%,  
Final Exam


25%,   
98-100=A+, 93-98=A, 88-92=A-, 87-88=B+, 82-87=B, 79-81=B-, 77-81=C+, 72-76=C, 69-71=C-, 59-68=D, Below 69=F
Academic honesty: Each student is expected to conform at all times to Kenyon policies regarding academic honesty.  Please review the discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty in the Course of Study Kenyon Academic Honesty Policy. Please note that copying other’s work in any form, including paraphrasing without attribution constitutes plagiarism.

Disabilities: If you have a disability which you feel might effect your participation in    class, please notify me as soon as possible and also identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5453 or via e-mail to Erin Salca (SALVAE). I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course.
IV. Course Schedule and Weekly Assignments
Week 1: Introduction
Tuesday, September 1: Defining Islamicate history 
· What is Islamic? What is Islamicate? Why study Islamicate history?


Thursday, September 3: 
· Film: TBA

· Marshall Hodgson, “Introduction to the Study of Islamic Civilization”, The Venture of Islam, vol. 1, pp. 48-55 (handout)

Week 2: Religions and empires: the Mediterranean world in the late Antiquity
Tuesday, September 8:  
· Jonathan Berkey, The Formation of Islam, pp. 1-38
Thursday, September 10: Pre-Islamic Arabia
· Jonathan Berkey, The Formation of Islam, pp. 39-53
· Primary source: Poem by al-Antar  (moodle.kenyon.edu)
Week 3:  Prophet Muhammad and the message
Tuesday, September 15:    The life of the Prophet Muhammad
· Berkey, The Formation of Islam, pp. 57-82 
· Primary source: excerpts from Ibn Ishaq, The Life of Muhammad , The Qur’an,  The Last Sermon and Hadith (moodle.kenyon.edu)
· EXERCISE 1

Thursday, September 17:  Religion and society: The early Muslim community
· Berkey,  The Formation of Islam, pp. 83-90
· Leor Halevi, Muhammad’s Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society, intro (handout)
Week 4:   Expansion, empire and issues of identity
Tuesday, September 22: Islamic identity
· Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp.31-44 (on ERes)
· Primary source: Ibn Abd el-Hakem, The Islamic Conquest of Spain  and Al-Baladhuri, Conquests of Lands (moodle.kenyon.edu)
Thursday, September 24: Conversions and non-Muslims
· Berkey, The Formation of Islam, pp. 90-102
· Jamsheed Choksy, Conflict and Cooperation. Zoroastrian Subalterns and Muslim Elites in  Medieval Iranian Society (handout)
· Recommended: Nuha N. Khoury, “The Dome of the Rock, the Ka’ba, and Ghumdan: Arab Myths and Umayyad Monuments” (moodle.kenyon.edu) 
DUE: MAP ASSIGNMENT
Week 5: Issues of authority, opposition and dissent: “The Abbasid Revolution”

Tuesday, September 29: 

· Moshe Sharon, Black Banners from the East, pp.13-27 (on ERes)

· Berkey, Formation of Islam, pp.102-150
· Primary source: Yakut, Baghdad under the Abbasids and Al-Tanukhi, Ruminations and Reminiscences (moodle.kenyon.edu)

Thursday, October 1 
· Renate Holod, Luxury Arts of the Caliphal Periods, Al-Andalus  (on ERes)
Week 6:   “When Baghdad Ruled the World”
Tuesday, October 6: Adab, courtly arts and urban life
· Robert Irwin, Nights and Horses and the Desert, An Anthology of Classical Arabic Literature, pp. 69-93 (on ERes)
· Selections from Andalusian Poems (handout)
Thursday, October 8:   
· Nizami, The Story of Layla and Majnun, pp. 1-44
 
· Islamic miniature paintings of the Story of Leila and Majnun (moodle.kenyon.edu)
· EXERCISE 2
Week 7:  Science and technology
Tuesday, October 13: No class. Reading Day
Thursday, October 15 Thursday, October 22:  
· Ahmad Dallal, “Science, Medicine and Technology. The Making of a Scientific Culture” in Oxford History of Islam, pp.155-214 (on ERes)
· Primary source: excerpt from Ibn Rushd, On the Harmony of Religions and Philosophy  (moodle.kenyon.edu) 
Film: TBA
Week 8: Political Fragmentation and formation of global Islamic world:   
Tuesday, October 20:  MIDTERM EXAM
Thursday, October 22: Regional polities and social order
· M. Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, vol.2, pp. 12-61 (on ERes)
Week 9: Fatimids, Buyids


Tuesday, October 27

· Deli Cortese and Simonetta Calderini, Women and the Fatimids in the World of Islam, pp.1-60
Thursday, October 29
· Deli Cortese and Simonetta Calderini, Women and the Fatimids in the World of Islam, pp.1-60

· EXERCISE 3
Week 10: Encounters: Crusaders 
Tuesday, November 3
· Ira M. Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 112-132
· Roy Mottahedeh, “The Idea of Jihad in Islam before the Crusades” in the Crusades from the Perspective of Byzantium and the Muslim World, ed., Angeliki E. Laiou, pp. 23-28 (on ERes)
· M.C.Lyons, “The Land of War: Europe in the Arab Hero Cycles” in the Crusades, pp. 41-50 (on ERes)
· Memoirs of Usamah Ibn-Munqidh, pp.25-44, 63-114
Thursday, November 5
· Memors of Usamah ibn-Munqidh, pp. 63-114
Week 11: Nomads: Turks, Mongols and Mamluks
Tuesday, November 10: the Seljuks and the sultanate and question of political authority
· Berkey, The Formation of Islam, pp. 203-230”
· Carole Hillenbrand, “Women in the Seljuk Period” in Women in Iran from the rise of Islam to 1800 (on ERes)
· Primary source: Nizam al-Mulk, Siyasatnama (handout)
Thursday, November 12: the Mongols
· Primary source: Juvaini, The History of the World Conqueror,  and Rashid al-Din, A Compendium of Chronicles (handouts)
Week 12:   New waves of conversions, Sufism and God’s Unruly Friends

Tuesday, November 17
· Berkey, The Formation of Islam, 231-247
· Vernon Schubel and Nurten Kilic-Schubel, “Sari Ismail: The Belowed Disciple of Hajji Bektash Veli“ in Tales of God’s Friends. Islamic Hagiography in Translation, pp. 145-149 (ERes)
Thursday, November 19
· Ahmed Karamustafa, God’s Unruly Friends. Dervish Groups in the Islamic Middle Periods 1200-1550, pp.1-63
· EXERCISE 4
Week 15:  Marketplace of Islam, commercial and trade networks
Tuesday, December 1 
· S. D.Goitein,  Letters of Medieval Jewish Traders (handout)


Thursday, December 3
· Patricia Risso, Merchants and Faith: Muslim Commerce and Culture in the Indian Ocean, pp.9-31

· Janet Abu Lughod, The World System Before European Hegemony (on Eres)
· Primary source: Ibn Battuta, Travels in Asia and Africa 1325-1354 (moodle.kenyon.edu) 
Week 14:  Islamicate civilization: art and artistic connection
Tuesday, December 8: 
·  Sheila Blair and Jonathan Bloom, “Arts and Architecture; Themes and Variations,”  (on ERes)
· EXERCISE 5
Thursday, December 10: The age of the empires
· Nurten Kilic, “Unity and Diversity in Islamic World: Muslim Empires of the 16th Century” in Ottoman Civilization (handout) 
· Film: TBA
Tuesday, December 15 Reflections

FINAL EXAM IS DUE ON DECEMBER 18

