Kenyon College, Spring 2010


HIST 190 Making of the Contemporary World

  T/R: 13:10-14:30

Lectures on Thursday (Tomsich 101) and Discussions on Tuesdays (see below)
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	Wendy Singer

singerw@kenyon.edu
Office: Seitz House 8

Office Hours: W 1-4, Th 10-12

Discussion: Seitz House
	NurtenKilic 

kilicn@kenyon.edu
Office: Seitz House 3

Office House: MWF 10:15 to 12:00
Discussion: SMA 308


Description


From the beginning of the Cold War until the fall of the Berlin Wall, for more than forty years, the potential of vast annihilation colored international as well as local history. As Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of independent India, said at an international conference in 1955, “Today in the world, not only because of the presence of these two colossuses [the United States and Soviet Union], but also because of the coming of the atomic and hydrogen-bomb age, the concept of war, of peace, of politics, has changed.” This course explores those changes: tensions between the U.S. and U.S.S.R., the creation of new states out of formerly colonized lands, a shift in world power from Western Europe to the United States, and the ways in which people adjusted to those changes through their art, culture, politics and economies of everyday life.


This is the history that has shaped the world you are a part.  The two seminar sections will meet jointly each Thursday for lecture, films, etc. and separately each Tuesday for discussion of primary source readings. In addition to the rich historical material that the course addresses, students will begin to learn the basic skills of the historian: asking questions, finding and analyzing relevant documents and other sources, identifying different interpretations of those sources, and constructing well-reasoned arguments based on available evidence.

Required Readings

The readings listed for each day should be read in preparation for that day’s class. The texts for the course are mostly primary sources, such as memoirs and essays, written by participants and observers of the various historical events being studied. Most of the following required texts are available for purchase at the Kenyon bookstore.
Books:
· Richard Wright, The Color Curtain [available from the History Dept.]

· Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism
· Ernesto Guevara, Reminiscences of the Cuban Revolutionary War
· Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War 
· Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can't Wait 
· Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: Americas Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe
· Muhammad Yunus, Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle Against World Poverty 
· Massoumeh Ebtekar, Takeover in Tehran: The Inside Story of the 1979 U.S. Embassy Capture
· Jacobo Timmermann, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number
· Svetlana Alexievich, Voices from Chernobyl
· Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night 

Films: 

· Eyes on the Prize: Ain’t Scared of your Jails
· Heavan and Earth

· Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood

· The Wind that Shakes the Barley

· Las Madras: Plaza de Mayo

· The Battle of Algiers

·  Homecoming and Chernobyl Chronicle
Other readings: 

The other readings are articles and excerpts from various books, most of which will be available either in Seitz House or as PDF files in electronic reserve (E-Res), located through the website at <http://eres.library.denison.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=2806>. The password to access the E-Res materials is global. 
Disability Guidelines

If you have a disability for which you might need some accommodation in order to participate fully in the course, please see Prof. Singer or Prof. Kilic and inform Ms. Erin Salva, the Coordinator of Disability Services, at salvae@kenyon.edu and x5453. 

Course Requirements
Class participation and attendance are mandatory.  We are covering a broad expanse of material and will be moving quickly. In addition, students should arrive in class on time and prepared to discuss the themes and issues raised in the readings. Students should show respect to classmates and professors, turn in all work on time, address problems as they arise, locate the readings ahead of class or alert the library staff or professor if they have trouble finding them, and attend any out-of-class film screenings that we schedule. Students should bring all assigned reading (print out a copy of online sources) with them to class to aid in discussion. Each student will be allowed two “free” absences, but every absence after that will result in the loss of 10 points from the participation grade. 
The grade for the class will be determined by the number of points earned out of a possible total of 850, apportioned as follows: 
	Four short papers
	4000 points (100 points each)
	See  schedule of course for due dates

	Midterm exam, in-class
	100 points
	March 4

	Final exam, take home
	150 points
	May 13

	Participation in class discussion
	200 points
	


Late work will be marked down 10 points per day, unless you have a valid reason and have been granted an extension in advance of the due-date. The mid-term and final may not be postponed or rescheduled. 

Guidelines for Papers

Procedure for Papers

Students will write four short papers during the semester. Papers are due Monday at noon at your instructor’s office.  There are 5 due dates for papers, so each student may select one due date in the semester to skip.


Each of the four papers should take the reading for the week in which you write the paper and analyze the reading:

   -- in relationship to one (or more) of the three course themes

   -- and/or in comparison (or in conversation with) earlier readings as they relate to the theme(s) that you focus on. You may select what you consider to be the most appropriate previous class reading to bring into your discussion; you do not need to include them all.

You are not expected – nor is it the goal of the class – to provide comprehensive summaries of each historical event and its context. Rather, the primary task of each paper is to examine the reading itself as a piece of historical evidence and as a particular perspective on a given situation. When you are writing your papers, pay attention to these questions: What is the author saying, why are they saying it, and what do their thoughts and observations indicate about the time and place in which they lived?

Format

Each of the four papers should be 5 pages long, typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and stapled. No separate title page is necessary, but the student’s name, class, professor’s name, paper title and date should be printed at the top of the first page.

Footnotes should be used in the papers when a quote is made from a source or when a notable idea or significant piece of information is attributed to a certain source. However, any information and ideas that are generally accepted or widely known do not require citation. If the source of a quote or idea is one of the assigned texts for the class, then only the author, abbreviated title and page number need to be cited. For other sources that are cited, include the full bibliographic information in the footnote. For further writing assistance, consult Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers, a copy of which can be found at the Info Desk in the library.


It is expected that all work that you turn in is your own and follows the general guidelines for academic honesty, as described on pages 26-29 in the Kenyon College Course of Study for 2007-8. If you have any concerns regarding the quality or integrity of your work, you are encouraged to consult with Ms Kilic or Ms Singer.
Construction of Arguments


Ideas and information in exams and other written assignments should be presented in a well-organized and coherent fashion. Clearly-stated thesis statements should be followed by specific evidence and examples that support them, grouped in a separate paragraph for each main idea or topic. Historical understanding is based on multiple forms of evidence, motives and other factors, and analysis of historical events should reflect some awareness of that complexity and ascribed order. If there are multiple perspectives on an issue or event, then they should be described and evaluated, and one should explain the reasons for choosing one view over another.


Schedule of Topics, Readings and Assignments
Tues 1/19 
Introduction: Aftermath of World War Two: Partition of India, Chinese Revolution, and a Newly Reconfigured World 

Thurs 1/21
Discussion


Read: “Toba Tek Singh” a short story about what happened at the time of Indian independence and Jawarhal Nehru’s “Tryst with Destiny” Speech, available via:

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/specials/parliament/Tryst%20with%20Destiny.pdf
http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article.php?lab=toba
Tues 1/26
Discussion: Bandung Conference of 1955  

Read: Richard Wright, The Color Curtain

Thurs 1/28
Lecture: Disintegration of Colonialism  

 Sun 1/31
Film: Battle of Algiers (DVD 04.0164), 3:30pm

Tues 2/2
Discussion: Colonialism and Anti-colonialism: Algeria

Read: Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism
Read: Albert Camus, “Preface to Algerian Reports” in Camus, Resistance, 


Rebellion, and Death [E-res]
Read: Jean-Paul Sartre, “Preface” in Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth [E-res]
Thurs 2/4
Lecture: Politics and Government in Latin America  

Mon 2/8
1st paper due at noon

Tues 2/9
Discussion: Cuban Revolution

Read: Ernesto Guevara, Reminiscences of the Cuban Revolutionary War,    1-131

Read: Fidel Castro, “We Must Defend Our Country” (at http://www.marxists.org)

Film: “The showing of ‘Modern Times’ in Cuba” from Modern Times

Thurs 2/11
Lecture: Irish Independence 
Sun 2/14          Film: “The Wind That Shakes the Barley” (DVD 07.0335)
Tues 2/16
Discussion of Film and Ireland

Thurs 2/18
Nationalism and Revolution in Asia 
Mon 2/22
2nd paper due at noon
Tues 2/23 
Discussion: The Vietnam War

Read: Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War
Read: Martin Luther King, Jr. “Beyond Vietnam” [E-res]
Thurs 2/25
Lecture: Human Rights 
Read: “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (at http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html)
Sun 2/28
Film: Eyes on the Prize: Ain’t Scared of your Jails
Tues 3/2
Discussion: Civil Rights in the United States
Read: Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can't Wait 

Read: Kwame Ture (Stokely Carmichael), Black Power, 

Chapters 2-3 [E-res]
Thurs 3/4       MIDTERM (In-class)
----------------SPRING BREAK--------------
Tues 3/23
Global connections in music and the arts 
Thurs 3/25
Poverty/Wealth 
Mon 3/29
3d paper due at noon
Tues 3/30
Discussion: Economic development: the case of the Grameen Bank

Read: Muhammad Yunus, Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle against World Poverty (introduction and chapters 1-9)
Thurs 4/1
Lecture: Consumption/Globalization/Green Revolution 

Tues:  4/6 
Discussion: Westernization and Globalization
Read: Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through 


Twentieth-Century Europe (chapters 7-9 and conclusion)
Thurs 4/8
Lecture: Conflict and Tension in the Middle East 
Sun 4/11
Film: Persepolis: Story of a Childhood
Mon 4/12
4th paper due at noon

Tues 4/13
Discussion: Iranian Revolution
Read: Massoumeh Ebtekar, Takeover in Tehran
Thurs 4/15
Lecture: Decline of the USSR 

Sun 4/18
 Films: Homecoming and Chernobyl Chronicle
Tues 4/20
Discussion: The Chernobyl Disaster

Read: Svetlana Alexievich, Voices from Chernobyl
Thurs 4/22
Military regimes and democratization in Latin America 

Sun 4/25
Film: The Official Story
Mon 4/26
5th paper due at noon 
Tues 4/27
Discussion: Military rule in Latin America: the case of Argentina

Read: Jacobo Timmermann, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number
Read: “Nunca Más” (at http://www.nuncamas.org)
Thurs 4/29
Lecture: End of Apartheid in South Africa 

Tues 5/4      
Discussion:  Living Apartheid
Read:   Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night 
Thurs 5/6
International Labor Day 

The Globalization of “The Internationale” and review for Final Exam

FINAL EXAM, take home, due May 13
