Sylvie COULIBALY HIST 102, SPRING 2009   T & TH 2.40-4 PM, Olin

Seitz 7, ext. 5624,  coulibalys@kenyon.edu 

Office hours: T : 4.10-7.20 PM, Th: 4.10-6.10 PM and by appointment.

AMERICAN HISTORY SINCE 1877

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course will follow the development of American society from the Reconstruction era through the Clinton presidency. Special emphasis will be given to certain critical periods and developments that serve to divide the course into the topics listed below. Particular attention will be paid to major historical questions involving: 

Immigration 

The Triumph of Industrial Capitalism

The Struggle for Civil Rights

The Fight for Women's Rights

War and Foreign Policy

In addition to the relevant sections in the textbook, students will read selections from both contemporary primary source documents and modern secondary source interpretations. Timely and careful reading of these primary and secondary sources will prepare students for class discussions. Students will be confronted with conflicting bodies of evidence, conflicting perspectives and challenged to analyze these issues and arrive at conclusions for themselves.

REQUIRED READINGS

Textbook: Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!  Vol. II

Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action was White/Ragtime

Ann Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi/Imitation of life

Michael Adams, The Best War Ever/Focus

Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumer’s Republic/Far From Heaven
All of the books and the films are on reserve at Olin.

EVALUATION

1. Book & film review: 25% 
2. Exams 50%  (2 exams, 25% each) The date for the final exam is posted on the registrar’s page.

3. Final paper: 25% 

RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance:  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and on time.  Roll will be taken and more than three unexcused absences during the semester will result in the deduction of a full letter grade. An excused absence must be justified by a doctor’s note or a note from the chair of the department of History, Prof. Bowman (bowmanj@kenyon.edu)

Class meetings:  Students are expected to have read the assigned material, and to be fully prepared to discuss the same. Pop quizzes will be periodically administered if, in the opinion of the instructor, students are not keeping abreast of the material.

Students will write their papers in accordance to the following guidelines:

* Book reviews and the final paper must include:

1. A cover page including the student’s name, title of the assignment, course number and date

2. Each page must be numbered (bottom right)

3. The entire paper must be stapled 

4. Each paper must use a 12 point font, Times New Roman and be double- spaced.

5. All sources must be cited in footnotes (no endnotes) 

6. A bibliography must be attached to the Critical Essay 

Failure to follow those guidelines will result in a full letter grade deduction. 

All other matters of style must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style (14th ed.) or A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (6th ed.) by Kate L. Turabian.

Book and film review/final paper: Students will receive detailed guideline for both assignments.
Examinations:  Failure to attend class on an examination date without prior notice/permission will require the student provides a note of excuse from the Dean of Student Affairs.

HONOR CODE

In order to ensure academic integrity Kenyon College has established rules governing plagiarism and academic misconduct.  These rules prohibit all forms of academic dishonesty, which include cheating and plagiarism.  In accordance with the policy of Kenyon College any breach of these rules will be immediately reported to the Dean of Student Affairs. Students should read the Kenyon Course of Study.  

COURSE SCHEDULE

Jan 13

Orientation

Jan 15

Reconstruction: North and South



Foner, chap. 15

Jan 20

Reconstruction  (cont.) 
Jan 22

The Emergence of Modern America 

Foner, chap. 16 & Susan Mann “Slavery, Sharecropping and Sexual Inequality,” (JStor) “A Georgia Sharecropper’s Story of Forced Labor ca. 1900” (historymatters.gmu.edu)
Jan 27

Big Business
Foner, chap. 16

Jan 29

Gilded Age and Agrarian Revolt 

Foner, chap. 17

Feb 28
Documentary: New York (episode III)
Feb 3               The Course of Empire  & discussion: Ragtime
Feb 5

Progressivism: Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson


Foner, chap. 18, 

Feb 10

Wilson and the Great War  

Foner, chap. 19

Feb 12

Wilson and the Great War (cont.) & discussion: WEB Du Bois, "Close 


Ranks" (ERES)

Feb 17

Society and Culture between the Wars

Foner, chap. 20, Discussion: Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action was White, chap. 1-3 & Ragtime Review due
Feb 19

Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal

Foner, chap. 21 & Annelise Orleck, “’We are that Mythical Thing Called the Public,’ Militant Housewives during the Great Depression” (ERES)

Leslie Reagan, “ When Abortion was a Crime, Reproduction and the Economy in the Great Depression.” (ERES) 

Feb 24 
FRD and the New Deal (cont.)
Feb 26

MID TERM EXAMINATION
SPRING BREAK

March 17
From Isolation to Global War

Discussion: Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action was White, chap. 4

Marxh 19 
The World at War 



Foner, chap. 22, Valerie Matsumoto, “ Japanese American Women during WWII” (ERES)

March 24 
Discussion: Michael Adams, The Best War Ever & Focus  Review due



March 26
The World at War (cont.) 

March 26
The World at War (cont.) 

March 31
Discussion: Focus & David S. Wyman The Abandonment of the Jews 


(ERES)

April 2 
The Fair Deal and Containment

Foner, chap. 23

April 7
Discussion: Ann Moody, Coming Of Age in Mississippi & Lackawana Blues Review due
April 9

 Post War Society and Culture
April 14
 Conflict and Deadlock: The Eisenhower Years 

Foner, chap. 24 

April 16
Discussion: Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumer’s Republic  & Far from Heaven Review due
April 21
Documentary: The Murder of Emmett Till
April 23
 New Frontiers: Kennedy and Johnson

Foner, chap. 25 Discussion: Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action was White, chap. 5  
April 9

Cont.
April 28
Rebellion and Reaction, The Nixon Years
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