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This course surveys the history of the early Middle Ages. Relying mainly on a range of primary sources, it traces the broad contours of 800 years of European and Mediterranean history. The course covers the gradual merging of Roman and Germanic cultures, the survival of Roman ideas during the Middle Ages, the slow Christianization of Europe, monasticism, the rise of Islam, and Norse society.  Readings include Augustine’s Confessions, a scandalous account of the reign of Emperor Justinian, the Rule of Saint Benedict, a translation of parts of the Koran, and Gregory of Tours’ History of the Franks.
Augustine, Confessions 
Justinian, Digest of Roman Law 
Procopius, Secret History 
Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks
Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People

Dutton, Carolingian Civilization 

Matthew Innes, An Introduction to Early Medieval Western Europe 

Grades and Assignments

Course Requirements 
There are a total of 1000 possible points to earn in this class.  Everyone must complete the first two components of coursework listed below.  Together these are worth up to 400 points.  You must also choose two components from the list of six assignments from the list that follows.  For more information about semester grades, see the final page of the syllabus.  

	Provinhas
	Over the course of the semester, there will be five short, unannounced quizzes.  I will use the four highest of your five scores to figure this portion of your final grade.  There will be no retakes, no excuses, and no discussions about retakes or excuses.  If you miss a quiz because you are not in class, you will receive a zero for that quiz.  
	200 points 

(4 x 50) 

	Participation and Professionalism
	In order to participate in class, you must attend class and you must complete assigned readings by class time.  You must be prepared to discuss assigned questions and to think about connections between any given day’s reading assignment and everything that has come before.  If you hope to earn a high grade, you must participate regularly, energetically, and thoughtfully.  If you miss more than three class periods, your grade will drop swiftly and irrevocably.
	200 points 


Below is a list of six assignments, each worth up to 300 points.  You must complete two of these.  Think about your schedule and about the kind of work that you would most like to accomplish in the course.  In class on September 8, you will indicate which assignments you will complete and when.  You must submit all assignments by December 18 at 3:00 pm.

	Response Papers 
	Write four 2-page response papers related to the reading.  You will choose due dates but there are a few guidelines you must follow:  (1) submit each response paper by 5:00 PM the day before the class on which we discuss the reading, (2) identify your submission dates in advance, (3) submit no more than one response paper during any given week of class and (4) submit two of the four response papers by October 15.  
	300 points

(4 x 75) 

	Short Papers  
	Write two 4-5 page papers on one of several possible assigned topics.  You will choose submission dates for each, but at least one must be submitted by November 3.
	300 points 

(2 x 150)

	Research Paper 
	Over the course of the semester, write a 12-page research paper focused on a topic formulated in consultation with me.  You will meet with me early in the semester (by September 14), so that I can approve the topic and give you guidance about how to proceed.  You should check in with me regularly about your progress.  
	300 points

	Source Study
	Choose a single primary source from the on-line sources or from Carolingian Civilization and answer a series of questions about the source and how we might use it as historical evidence. 
	300 points

	Presentation
	Individually or in a group of up to three students, give a 15- minute presentation on a topic of your choosing.   
	300 points 

	Final Exam 
	A two-hour final exam covering the entire semester.  Friday, December 18, 6:30 PM 
	300 points 


Reading Assignments, Lecture Topics, and Discussion Questions
	Week 1
	

	September 1 
	Introduction 

	
	

	September 3
	The World of Late Antiquity 

	
	Augustine, Confessions, Introduction, Books I-III 

Ammianus Marcellinus, The Rich in Rome, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/ammianus‑history14.html


	Week 2
	

	September 8
	Education and Opportunity in Augustine’s World 

	
	Augustine, Confessions, Books IV-V

	
	What are the most difficult choices that Augustine has to make regarding his friends, family, education, and career?  

	
	

	September 10
	Rome Converts to Christianity / Christianity Converts to Rome 

	
	Augustine, Confessions, Books VI-VIII 

Tertullian, On Pagan Learning, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/200Tertullian‑pagan.html

	
	What does Tertullian mean when he asks "What indeed has Athens to do with Jerusalem?"  How would Augustine respond to Tertullian’s question?


	Week 3
	

	September 15
	Martyrdom and Sanctity 

	
	Augustine, Confessions, Books IX-X 
Passions of Perpetua and Felicity, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/perpetua.html



	
	Some saints are remembered for heroic deaths, others for long-suffering patience, others for intelligence, others for charitable works.  Why is Perpetua a saint?  What qualities does she display that make her worthy of particular veneration?  What does the story of her martyrdom tell us about relations between the living and the dead?  How is Perpetua’s sanctity related to her historical circumstances?  Is she a distinctly Roman saint?  To what extent did early Christians reject Roman traditions?  What accounts for Christianity's success in this world?

	
	

	September 17
	The Transformation of the Roman World 

	
	Sidonius, A Country House in Gaul, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/sidonius1.html

Innes, Introduction, 1-88.

	
	What common beliefs, practices, and institutions unified the Roman world?  How stable was this unity? 


	Week 4
	

	September 22
	Law and Society in Byzantium 

	
	Justinian, The Digest of Roman Law, pp. 7-102.

	
	Several rules in the Digest mention the killing of slaves.  Was this a particularly common problem in the Roman world? 

	
	

	September 24
	Social, Cultural, and Political History in Legal Sources  

	
	Justinian, The Digest of Roman Law, pp. 103-86. 

	
	What does Justinian’s Digest tell us about society in Byzantium during the early Middle Ages?  Can we tell anything, for example, about social structure?  What are the strengths and limitations of law codes as historical sources?  How might these compare with a source like Augustine’s Confessions?


	Week 5
	

	September 29
	Another View of Byzantium and Justinian 

	
	Procopius, Secret History, chapters 1-4. 

	
	Procopius attacks the Emperor Justinian and the Empress Theodora, even going so far as to describe Theodora’s misspent youth as a showgirl-courtesan-prostitute.  Does the rancor of his account detract from his reliability?  Do you trust his account of Justinian’s character?  

	
	

	October 1
	Tales of the City 

	
	Procopius, Secret History, chapters 5-7 (and “The Last Word”) 
Innes, Introduction, 153-78.  
Procopius on the Racing Factions, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/procop‑factions.html
Procopius on the Plague, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/542procopius‑plague.html

	
	What does Procopius tell us about entertainment, sports, and sex in a sixth-century Mediterranean city? 


	Week 6
	

	October 6
	Gregory of Tours and his History / Clovis 

	
	Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Introduction, Books I-III 
Innes, Introduction, 124-130.

	
	How would you describe Gregory’s goals in the History?  

	
	

	October 8
	Merovingian Francia

	
	Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Books IV-V 

	
	What kinds of power do bishops have in Merovingian Francia? 


	Week 7
	

	October 13
	No class.  Reading Days.  

	
	

	October 15
	More Gregory

	
	Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Books VI-VIII 

	
	How do people make and keep alliances in Gregory’s world?  What are the sources of disruption and violence in the society Gregory describes? 


	Week 8
	

	October 20
	Gregory Winds Down

	
	Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, Books IX-X

	
	Gregory of Tours’ History is the most important source for our understanding of sixth-century Europe.  Where does Gregory concentrate his attention and what does he leave out?  Compare his views of the world with, for example, those of Augustine or Procopius?  

	
	

	October 22
	Merovingian Synthesis 

	
	Innes, Introduction, 265-303.

	
	Relate Innes’s account to some particular details of Gregory’s History.  


	Week 9
	

	October 27
	The Conversion of Europe 

	
	Bede, Ecclesiastical History, Book I, 1-10, 22-34; Book II
Innes, Introduction, 315-336.

	
	What motivated people to convert to Christianity?  From what did they convert?  How unified were Christians in their beliefs during this period?  How did they resolve differences of opinion?   

	
	

	October 29
	Bede’s England 

	
	Bede, Ecclesiastical History, Book III; Book IV, 1-16, 27-32.

	
	What made someone a king in Bede’s world?  What responsibilities and powers did kings have?  Compare kingship in Bede’s England with kingship in Gregory’s Francia? 


	Week 10
	

	November 3
	Bede’s England 2 

	
	Bede, Ecclesiastical History, Book V 
Innes, Introduction, 337-364. 

	
	Does Bede’s History have an argument?  

	
	

	November 5
	The Rise of Islam 

	
	Hugh Kennedy, “From Polis to Madina: Urban Change in Late Antique and Early Islamic Syria,” Past & Present 106 (1985): 3-27 (JSTOR)
Koran, surahs 1, 47, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/koran-sel.html


	Week 11
	

	November 10
	Al-Andalus  

	
	The Chronicle of 754 , The Treaty of Tudmir, [on reserve in the library] 

Jessica Coope, “Religious and Cultural Conversion to Islam in Ninth-century Córdoba,” Journal of World History 4 (1993), 47-68. [on reserve in the library]
Innes, Introduction, 213-238.  

	
	Which of these accounts of the arrival of Muslims in Iberia is the most reliable?  Jessica Coope describes some of the features of conversion to Islam in Muslim Spain and we’ve discussed Bede’s account of conversion to Christianity in England.  What, if anything, do these types of conversion have in common?

	
	

	November 12
	Pater Europae   

	
	Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne, capitularies, and other sources in Carolingian Civilization, nos. 6, 7, 12, 13, 31.  
Innes, Introduction, 397-418. 

	
	Where do Notker and Einhard differ in their portrayals of Charlemagne?  How is Charlemagne like or unlike othe political leaders we have seen so far?


	Week 12
	

	November 17
	Monks, Nuns, and the Sacred Page

	
	The Rule of Benedict, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/rul‑benedict.html
Benedict of Aniane: His Life and Times and other sources in Carolingian Civilization, nos. 15, 19, 20, 27.  

	
	What can you tell from Notker and Einhard about literacy and the circulation of knowledge in the Carolingian world?  What ideas do Benedict of Nursia and Benedict of Aniane share?  

	
	

	November 19
	Women in the Carolingian World

	
	David Herlihy, “Land, Family, and Women in Continental Europe, 701-1200,” in Women in Medieval Society, ed. Susan Mosher Stuard (Philadelphia, 1976), 13-46. [on reserve in the library]

Dhuoda’s Advice to her son, Rudolf of Fulda’s Life of Leoba and other sources in Carolingian Civilization, no. 43, 48, 55.

	
	Describe the relationship between Leoba’s monastery and the surrounding community.  Describe Leoba’s skills.  


	
	Thanksgiving Break, November 21-29 


	Week 13
	

	December 1
	Reviewing “Carolingian Civilization” 

	
	Carolingian Civilization, 26, 28, 64, 77.
Innes, Introduction, 427-59. 

	
	Link any source in Carolingian Civilization to Innes’s account of Carolingian times.

	
	

	December 3
	Viking Raids and the Norse World 

	
	The Wandering Monks of St. Philibert, the Annals of St-Vaast for 882-996, Abbo’s Account of the siege of Paris in Carolingian Civilization, nos. 49, 58, 62, 74, 76.

	
	Do these sources afford a reliable portrait of Norse society?  What are their strengths and weaknesses as historical evidence?  


	Week 14
	

	December 8
	 Europe around the Year 1000

	
	Baghdad under the Abbasids, c. 1000, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1000baghdad.html
Fulbert of Chartres, Letter, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/fulbert1.html
Conventum of Guy and Hugh, 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/agreement.html
The Peace League of Bourges, 

http://urban.hunter.cuny.edu/~thead/bourges.htm
Ralph Glaber on the Year 1000,

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/glaber-1000.html
T. N. Bisson,  “The Feudal Revolution,” Past & Present 142 (1994): 6-42.

	
	What is the source of Hugh of Lusignan’s problems?  

	
	

	December 10
	The Feudal Revolution 

	
	Dominique Barthélemy and Stephen White, “Debate:  The Feudal Revolution,” Past & Present 152 (1996):  196-223.  (JSTOR)

	
	Describe the main differences in the ways that Bisson, Barthélemy, and White describe the “Feudal Revolution”?  What sorts of evidence do they rely on? 


	Week 15
	

	December 15
	New Directions 

	
	Dictatus Papae, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/g7-dictpap.html  
Selected Letters of Gregory VII
Urban II, Speech at the Council of Clermont, 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html


	
	What does Urban want his listeners to do?  What would motivate his listeners to participate in his project?  


32 Things Everyone Must Know 

About the Early Middle Ages 

	Eight Events
	Eight People

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8.

	Eight Object (or buildings)
	Eight Texts 

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8.
	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8.
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Additional Resources
The vast majority of the assigned reading for this course is in primary sources -- that is, evidence that was written in the period we are studying rather than by modern historians.  Below you will find a list of books by historians that offer broad coverage of the period.  If ever you feel a little bit at sea in the primary sources we read, consult the relevant sections these book to get your bearings.  If after a little bit of looking, you still don’t find what you’re looking for here, just let me know and I’ll make additional suggestions.    

Brian Tierney and Sidney Painter, Western Europe in the Middle Ages, 300-1475

Peter Brown, The World of Late Antiquity 

Barbara Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages
Edward Peters, Europe and the Middle Ages
Rosamond McKitterick, Europe in the Early Middle Ages
Averil Cameron, The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity
David Wilson, The Vikings and their Origins  

Response Papers

The following is a list of possible ideas you might pursue in a response paper.  

· Answer one of the questions posed on the syllabus.

· Examine one particularly confusing or challenging passage or idea in one of the primary sources.  

· Describe how two primary sources are mutually illuminating or how they might offer different types of information and insight.  

· Relate what you find in a primary source to scholarly treatments of the period.  How, for example, does Matthew Innes’s Introduction illuminate Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne?   You might use assigned secondary sources or some of the others listed immediately above.  You are welcome to find others as well.  

· Compare how two different sources approach the same theme or question.  Do Bede and Gregory of Tours have similar ideas about how kings should behave?  Do Procopius and Rudolf give us a sense of the position of women in their respective societies? 
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Formulating Semester Grades 
There are 1000 possible points to be earned in this course.  During the semester, all assignments will be given numerical grades.  The only letter grade you will receive in History 126 will be the final semester grade.  In class, I will discuss in greater detail the grading criteria for each assignment.  The point values assigned to assignments should allow you to monitor your progress.  The system is designed to let you know exactly what you must do to achieve a particular grade in this course.  If you have questions during the semester, come talk to me.  
	TOTAL POINTS 
	SEMESTER GRADE
	TOTAL POINTS
	SEMESTER GRADE

	990-1000
	A+
	800-819
	B-

	930-989
	A
	780-799
	C+

	890-929
	A-
	730-779
	C

	880-889
	B+
	700-729
	C-

	820-879
	B
	590-699
	D

	
	
	Below 690
	F
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