HIST 331: Europe between the World Wars: 1914-1945

Spring 2009

Meeting time: Thursday 1:10-4:00pm

Classroom:  Acland Seminar Room

Professor Eliza Ablovatski

Office Hours:  (and by appointment)

Office: Seitz House 5 

PBX 5892

Email: ablovatskie@kenyon.edu
Course Website available at: moodle.kenyon.edu

Course Description: This course covers the major political, social, and cultural developments in Europe during the period of the two world wars. This time period saw the collapse of empires and the creation of new national states and witnessed the first socialist revolutions and the creation of a new state organized on Marxist principles in the Soviet Union.  During this era, liberal democracy and capitalism failed, authoritarian and totalitarian dictatorships proliferated, and, ultimately, political violence and warfare overtook the European continent.  At the same time, the first half of the twentieth century saw an explosion of creativity, technological expansion, and utopian social and cultural projects.  Interpretations of “inter-war” Europe have ranged from nostalgia for a golden age before the horrors of the Second World War to focus on the constant political and military conflict of a “second Thirty Years War.”  In order to analyze these varying interpretations of the era, we will focus on themes such as political ideology, class conflict, racism, gender, the persecution of “internal enemies” and social outsiders, violence, and the general crisis of modernity.  No prerequisites, but students without Modern Europe (HIST 132) should talk to the instructor about their preparedness.

Books (some on reserve, some to purchase – to be determined):

· Marie Jahoda, Paul Lazarsfeld, and Hans Zeisel, Marienthal: The Sociography of an Unemployed Community
· Sheila Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism
· Ilya Ilf and Evgeny Petrov, The Twelve Chairs
· Jaroslav Hašek, The Good Soldier Švejk and his Fortunes in the World War
· Czesław Miłosz, Native Realm: A Search for Self-Definition 
· Eugene Weber, The Hollow Years: France in the 1930s
· George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia
· Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews, Volume 1:The Years of Persecution, 1933-1939
· Alexander Stille, Benevolence and Betrayal: Five Italian Jewish Families Under Fascism


Course Requirements:

Class Participation/Attendance: are mandatory.  The seminar meets only once a week – missing any of these few classes is unacceptable.  Please contact me in advance if you will miss a class – you will need to write a paper on the readings for that week.  Missing more than 2 classes for any reason will seriously affect your grade and your ability to pass the class.  

Professionalism:  This is a seminar, based in large part on discussion of shared readings and films.  The class will therefore depend on the strength of your participation.  All students are expected to attend class, attend all outside film screenings, and be active participants in discussions.  Students are expected to learn and follow the norms of historical scholarship, as well as the Kenyon Honor Code. They should show respect to classmates and the professor, turn in all work on time, address problems as they arise, locate the readings ahead of class or alert the library staff or professor if they have trouble finding them.  Students should bring all assigned readings (print out a copy of online sources) with them to class to aid in discussion. All graded work must be handed in hard copy to me.  No emailed attachments will be graded.  

Course Requirements:  In addition to the professionalism described above, students will complete the following written assignments: a dream report, a Portfolio Project (described below), a Chain Bibliography (described below), and a final research paper due during exams.  After the bibliography is due, students will present their research area to the class orally, with a handout for the group.  

Posting to Moodle: This class is a pilot for the course-software Moodle.  Our syllabus (with hyperlinks) and assignments are posted on the course website at moodle.kenyon.edu.  Each week students will post questions and responses raised by the assigned readings– these should be provocative for discussion, make comparisons across assignments, as well as a place to clear up uncertainties.  These are due by 9am on the day of the seminar.  

Grading:  
Professionalism  (all semester)
15%



Posting to Moodle (weekly)

10%

Topic Report
(Feb. 7)

  5%



Portfolio Paper  (Feb. 27) 

15%



Chain Bibliography (April 2)

20%



Presentation (April 30)

10%



Final Research Paper (May 8)

25%

Portfolio Project:  each student will select a theme or issue raised by the readings and then using the library’s resources, will find at least 3 scholarly articles about that theme.  Using these new articles as well as the original assignments from class, the student will write a paper (6 pages) on the topic they chose.  The entire “portfolio” will be handed in: a description of the theme with the assignments it was drawn from, copies of all of the scholarly articles, as well as the student’s own paper.

Chain Bibliography: in preparation for the final research paper, and building on the Portfolio, students will prepare a bibliography relating to their chosen research topic.  The “chain” is built by pursuing sources from the footnotes as you read and research.  Each entry comes from reading a previous entry, rather than from a new (or the same) database search.  The “chain” starts with our class readings and becomes more specific.  A list of required elements (number and types of sources) will be handed out with the assignment.  The associational chain of the entries in the bibliography must be diagramed or explained in prose.  

Honor Code and Lateness Policy: Please read the Kenyon College policy “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Course of Study carefully.  It is expected that all work that you turn in for this course is your own and that you will follow the general guidelines of academic honesty, as well as the norms of the historical profession for citation, when writing for this class.  Any questionable work or cases of possible infractions of the Honor Code will be turned over to the Academic Infractions Board.  You will receive a “zero” for any plagiarized work.  In order to be fair to all students, late work will be marked down for each day that it is late and will not be accepted after one week.  Missing a scheduled presentation will mean a grade of zero.
Library:  We will meet with Nina Clements, the history department liaison in the library.  You should also feel free to contact her about your research questions for the portfolio, bibliography, and final paper. You should plan to visit the reference desk during Nina’s hours on duty there: Tuesdays, 12-2 pm; Wednesdays, 2-4 pm; Thursdays, 10 am-12 pm; and Fridays,12-2 pm.  You may also email her at any time for help with history resources and ask any other librarians to help you.  Nina’s email is: clementsn@kenyon.edu
Note: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let me know.  In addition, you will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are appropriate and necessary for you.  

_____________________________________________________________________

Class Schedule: 

Please see Moodle for hyperlinks and updated assignments!

January 15:  Course Introduction and intro to the World War 
January 22: The World War (1914-1918)
· Jaroslav Hašek, excerpts from The Good Soldier Švejk
· Péter Hanák, “Intercepted Letters in the First World War” in The Garden and the Workshop (handout)
January 29: Revolution in Russia and Question of World Revolution?

· Eliza Ablovatski, Revolution and Political Violence in Central Europe: The Deluge, 1919-1921 (excerpts from manuscript)

· Optional/recommended: Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution (on reserve for those without background in Russian Revolution)

February 5: Weimar Germany and Interwar Austria 

· Marie Jahoda, Paul Lazarsfeld, and Hans Zeisel, Marienthal: The Sociography of an Unemployed Community
· Detlev Peukert, The Weimar Republic (excerpts, book on reserve at library)

Februrary 12: Ideological Conflicts in the New Europe

· Topic Report DUE
· Library presentation with Nina Clements (2:30-4pm)
· Czesław Miłosz, Native Realm
· István Bibó, “The Misery of Small States” (on reserve)

· Józef Piłsudski, “Reflections on Dictatorship” (handout)

· Mark Mazower, "The Crisis of Capitalism" and "The Deserted Temple: Democracy's Rise and Fall" in Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century (on reserve at library)   

February 19: Italian Fascism

· R. Suzzi Valli, “The Myth of Squadrismo” Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 35, No. 2 (Apr., 2000), pp. 131-150 (available through JSTOR: http://www.jstor.org/stable/261201)

· Alexander Stille, Benevolence and Betrayal: Five Italian Jewish Families Under Fascism
February 26: NEP in USSR 
· Ilya Ilf and Evgeny Petrov, The Twelve Chairs (begin)
· Sheila Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism (begin)
Portfolio Paper DUE FEBRUARY 27
SPRING BREAK: No Classes (prepare Fitzpatrick and finish Ilf and Petrov)

March 19: Stalinism and Terror

· Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism (finish)
March 26: Nazi Germany (1933-1939)
· Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews, Volume 1:The Years of Persecution, 1933-1939
April 2: France and the Popular Front
· Chain Bibliography DUE
· Eugene Weber, The Hollow Years: France in the 1930s (excerpts)
April 9: Spanish Civil War

· George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia
April 16: The Second World War 

· Film: “Come and See” (Elem Klimov, 1985, USSR)

April 23: The Holocaust

· Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews, Volume 1:The Years of Persecution, 1933-1939
April 30: Final Class – PRESENTATIONS

Final Research Paper DUE MAY 8

