HIST 236 – Modern German History: Gender, Race and Class

Spring 2010 – O’Connor Seminar Room, TR 9:40-11:00am

Professor Eliza Ablovatski

Office Hours:  Tues. 2-5pm and Weds. 4-6pm (and by appointment)

Office: Seitz House 5 / PBX 5892

Email: ablovatskie@kenyon.edu
Librarian: History Library Liaison, Nina Clements 

Email: clementsn@kenyon.edu
Reference Desk Hours: Tues. 4-6 pm and Thurs. 6-10 pm
Course Website: moodle.kenyon.edu

Course Description: We will cover modern German history from the mid-nineteenth century up to the present, focusing on scholarship examining the roles of race, class and gender in understanding German history.  Modern German history forces us to grapple with some of the most important and sometimes troubling aspects of modernity in general -- nationalism, political and "scientific" racism, the role of technology, the rise of Marxist and socialist mass politics, innovations in music and art as well as the reactions against these innovations, sexual liberation as well as repression, the causes of the two World Wars, the Holocaust, the building of postwar state socialism, the question of postwar justice and restitution, modern immigration and Islamic minorities in Europe, and more. Students are expected to have basic knowledge of European history and/or German language, literature or philosophy.  We will read memoirs, historical case studies, and exciting new scholarship as well as watch films, listen to music and view works of art.  

NOTE: This class satisfies a requirement for the Women's and Gender Studies major; please contact Professor Jan Thomas for more information.  To have the course count for German Studies, please talk with me at the start of the class; you will need to either read some assignments in German or write your papers in German.  Credit will be determined in consultation with Professors Gebhardt and Riegert.
Required Texts (available for purchase at bookstore):

· Anonymous, A Woman in Berlin: Eight Weeks in the Conquered City--A Diary
· David Blackbourn, History of Germany, 1780-1918: The Long Nineteenth Century, second edition 

· Mary Fulbrook, 20th Century Germany 
· Peter Fritzsche, Life and Death in the Third Reich
· Anna Funder, Stasiland
· Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher's Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism in a German Town
Recommended: 

· Robert G. Moeller, ed., West Germany under Construction: Politics, Society, and Culture in the Adenauer Era (on reserve)
To save you both time and money, a number of required readings are through web resources.  These are noted in the syllabus with their URL.  An up-to-date version of the syllabus, with active links to all the web resources will be available on the course website through Moodle (moodle.kenyon.edu)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

Professionalism:  This is a lecture/discussion class, based in part on discussion of shared readings and films in addition to class lectures.  The class will therefore depend on the strength of your participation. Please email me if you are going to miss class or have missed a class.  Missing more than 2 classes for any reason will negatively affect your grade.  All students are expected to attend class, attend the outside film screenings, and be active participants in discussions.  Students are expected to learn and follow the norms of historical scholarship, as well as the Kenyon Honor Code. They should show respect to classmates and the professor, turn in all work on time, address problems as they arise, locate the readings ahead of class or alert the library staff or professor if they have trouble finding them.  Students should bring all assigned reading (print out a copy of online sources) with them to class to aid in discussion. All graded work must be handed in hard copy to me.  No emailed attachments will be graded.  

Reading Reports: Students will complete a critical reading report (2-3 pages) of three of the four outside books (Fritzsche, Anonymous, Funder, and Smith).  All students are required to write the Smith report (in the first half of the semester).  
Moodle Postings: Each week students will post questions raised by the readings on Moodle – these should be provocative for discussion, make comparisons across assignments, as well as a place to clear up uncertainties. 
Portfolio Projects:  Before the midterm, each student will select a theme or issue raised by the readings and then, using the library’s resources, will find at least 3 scholarly articles about that theme.  Using these new articles as well as the original assignments from class, the student will write a paper (6 pages) on the topic they chose.  The entire “portfolio” will be handed in: a description of the theme with the assignments it was drawn from, copies of all of the scholarly articles, as well as the student’s own paper.
Grading:  
Professionalism 

15%



Portfolio Paper
  
15%


Presentation (final class)
  5%


Posting Questions

10%



Reading Reports (3)
 
30%



Final Exam


20%

Honor Code and Lateness Policy: Please read the Kenyon College policy “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Course of Study carefully.  It is expected that all work that you turn in for this course is your own and that you will follow the general guidelines of academic honesty, as well as the norms of the historical profession for citation, when writing for this class.  Any questionable work or cases of possible infractions of the Honor Code will be turned over to the Academic Infractions Board.  You will receive a “zero” for any plagiarized work.  In order to be fair to all students, late work will be marked down for each day that it is late and will not be accepted after one week. 

Note: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let me know.  In addition, you will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are necessary for you.  _____________________________________________________________________
CLASS SCHEDULE: Please see Moodle for hyperlinks and updated assignments!
Tuesday, January 19 – Introduction

Thursday, January 21 – Sonderweg? Legacies of the Revolutions of 1848-49

· Blackbourn, Chapters 3 and 4 (pp. 133-170)

· Marx/Engels, Communist Manifesto; link to on-line version: http://www.marx.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm
Tuesday, January 26 – The Unification of Germany: “Blood and Iron”?
· Blackbourn, Chapter 5 (pp. 171-203)

· Margaret Anderson, “Voter, Junker, Landrat, Priest: the Old Authorities and the New Franchise in Imperial Germany,” American Historical Review (AHR), December 1993 [available on JSTOR]
Thursday, January 28 – Germany Unified/Society Divided
· Blackbourn, Chapter 6 (pp. 204-234)

· Blackbourn, “Apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Bismarckian Germany,” in Geoff Eley, ed., Society, Culture, and the State in Germany, 1870-1930 (pp. 189-219) [on reserve]
· Marion Kaplan, “Tradition and Transition - The Acculturation, Assimilation and Integration of Jews in Imperial Germany: A Gender Analysis” Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 27 (1982), 3-35. [pdf on Moodle]

Tuesday, February 2 – Class and Gender Conflict in Industrializing Germany
· Blackbourn, Chapters 7 (pp. 235-64)

· Kathleen Canning, “Gender and the Politics of Class Formation: Rethinking German Labor History,” AHR 97/3 (1992), 736-768 [available on JSTOR]

· Selections from The German Worker [on reserve]
Thursday, February 4 – Anti-Semitism and Small-Town Politics
· Smith, The Butcher’s Tale, pp. 17-89

Tuesday, February 9 – Anti-Semitism in German Empire, continued
· Smith, The Butcher’s Tale, pp. 91-216

Thursday, February 11 – The Nation in the Barracks?

· Blackbourn, Chapter 8  (pp. 265-303)

· Ute Frevert, “Changing Musculinities in Central Europe: Duelling and its Aftermath,” in Margrit Pernau, Imtiaz Ahmad, and Helmut Reifeld, eds., Family and Gender: Changing Values in Germany and India, 162-178 [ERES]

Tuesday, February 16 – Meet in Library!
· Library Presentation by Nina Clements

Thursday, February 18 – Modernizing Urban Life

· Film: “Berlin: Symphony of a Great City” (Walter Ruttmann, 1927)

Tuesday, February 23 – German Empire 

· Blackbourn, Chapter 9 (pp. 304-347)

· Lora Wildenthal, “Race, Gender and Citizenship in the German Colonial Empire,” in Frederick Cooper and Ann Laura Stoler, eds.,  Tensions of Empire, pp. 263-286 [available as e-book through Consort, link in Moodle]

Thursday, February 25 – WWI: Front and Homefront
· Blackbourn, Epilogue (pp. 348-374)

· Belinda Davis, “Food Scarcity and the Empowerment of the Female Consumer in World War I Berlin,” in Victoria DeGrazia, ed., The Sex of Things, pp. 287-300 [ERes]

· Vejas Liulevicius, War Land on the Eastern Front, pp. 1-9, 12-47, 151-172 [reserve]

Tuesday, March 2 – Revolution and Defeat of Revolution
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 1 (Richard Bessel, 11-35)
· Eliza Johnson Ablovatski, “The ''Revolutionary Girl with the Titus-Head'': Women's Participation in the 1919 Revolutions in Budapest and Munich in the Eyes of their Contemporaries,” Nationalities Papers 28/3 (Sept. 2000), pp. 541-550 [online through Consort link to Ebscohost, link in Moodle]

· Richard Bessel, “The Great War in German Memory: The Soldiers of the First World War, Demobilization, and Weimar Political Culture,” German History 6, no.1 (1988), 20-34 [available through Consort; link on Moodle]
Thursday, March 4 – Weimar Sexual and Cultural Politics
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 3 (Elizabeth Harvey, 58-76)

· Atina Grossmann, “The New Woman and the Rationalization of Sexuality in Weimar Germany,” in Ann Snitow et. al., eds., Powers of Desire, pp. 153-171 [Eres]

· Karen Hagemann, “Men’s Demonstrations and Women’s Protests” Gender and History 5/1 (1993), 101-19 [Eres]
SPRING BREAK – no classes! Read Fritzsche 
Tuesday, March 23 – Radicalization of Weimar Society and the Great Depression
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 4 (Jill Stephenson, 77-98)

· Fritzsche, Chapter 1 (19-75)
Thursday, March 25 – no class, portfolio papers due by 4pm to History Department

Tuesday, March 30 – The Racial State
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 5 (Ian Kershaw, 99-120)

· Fritzsche, Chapter 2 (76-142)
· Marion Kaplan, “Jewish Women in Nazi Germany: Daily Life, Daily Struggles, 1933-1939,” Feminist Studies 16/3 (Autumn 1990), 579-606 [JSTOR]
Thursday, April 1 – The War Against the Jews
· 20th Century Germany, Chapters 6 and 7 (Omer Bartov and Nicholas Stargardt, 121-176)

· Fritzsche, Chapter 3 (143-224)
FILM: “Rosenstrasse” (Margarethe von Trotta, 2003) – screening TBA 

Tuesday, April 6– Women as Perpetrators and Victims of Holocaust
· Readings on Film “Rosenstrasse” from H-German discussion list:

(http://www.h-net.org/~german/discuss/Rosenstrasse/Rosenstrasse_index.htm)

· Atina Grossmann, “Feminist Debates about Women and National Socialism,” Gender and History 3/3 (Autumn 1991), 350-358 [Eres]
Thursday, April 8 – War and Defeat
· Fritzsche, Chapter 4 (225-308)
· Anonymous, A Woman in Berlin, pp. 1-133

Tuesday, April 13 – Occupation and State Formation
· Anonymous, A Woman in Berlin, pp. 133-259

· Atina Grossmann, Jews, Germans and Allies, Chapters 1 and 2 (“Poor Germany” and “Gendered Defeat”)
Thursday, April 15 – A New Germany?  West Germany Under Construction
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 8 (Mark Roseman, 177-203)

· Frank Biess, “Survivors of Totalitarianism: Returning POWs and the Reconstruction of Masculinity in West Germany, 1945-1955” (57-82), in Hanna Schissler, ed., The Miracle Years: A Cultural History of West Germany, 1949-1968  [on reserve]

· Uta Poiger, “Rock’n’Roll, Female Sexuality and the Cold War Battle over German Identities,” in Moeller, West Germany under Construction, pp. 373-412 [reserve]

· Erik Jensen, “The Pink Triangle and Political Consciousness: Gays, Lesbians, and the Memory of Nazi Persecution,” in Dagmar Herzog, ed., Sexuality and German Fascism, pp. 319-349 [link on Moodle]

FILM: “Germany in Autumn”

Tuesday, April 20 – Terror and Dissent in West Germany 
· Michael Geyer, “Cold War Angst: the Case of West-German Opposition to Rearmament and Nuclear Weapons,” (376-407), in Schissler, ed., The Miracle Years [reserve]

· Jeffrey Herf, “An Age of Murder: Ideology and Terror in Germany, 1969-1991,” Telos 144 (2008) [link on Moodle]

· Readings from H-German forum: Rethinking the Deutscher Herbst (2007), http://www.h-net.org/~german/discuss/dtherbst/dtherbst_index.htm
Thursday, April 22 – A New Germany in the GDR
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 9 (Mark Allison, 204-224)

· Funder, Stasiland (begin)

FILM: “Das Kaninchen bin ich” (Kurt Maetzig, 1965) or “Lives of Others” (Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck, 2006) – screening TBA
Tuesday, April 27 – Control and Dissent in the GDR 

· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 10 (Mary Fulbrook, 225-246)

· Funder, Stasiland (finish)
Thursday, April 29 – Re-Unification and Dealing with the Past
· 20th Century Germany, Chapter 12 (Jonathan Osmond, 270-289)

· Discuss Funder and Reunification
FILM: “Gegen die Wand” (Fatih Akin, 2004) – screening TBA 

Tuesday, May 4 – New Germany, New Germans?
· Readings on Turks in Germany and Turkish Germans, TBA

· Readings on Jews, Russian Germans, and Russians in Germany, TBA
Thursday, May 6 – last day of classes – presentations on present day Germany
FINAL EXAM:  due at the time scheduled on the Registrar’s Exam Schedule
