Studies in Russian and Soviet History: Peoples, Cultures, Histories

History 233 – Fall 2008
Tues/Thurs 2:40-4:00pm – in ACS 226

Professor: Eliza Ablovatski

Office: Seitz 5; x5892; email: ablovatskie@kenyon.edu
Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 4-5pm; Weds 9am-noon
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Course Description:  This is a mid-level survey of the history of the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union in the twentieth century.  Its objectives are to introduce students to the region, to familiarize them with the major periods of modern Russian history, and to help them to understand some of the important historical issues and debates.  Students should develop an appreciation for the ethnic, social, and cultural diversity of both the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union as well as for the ways in which political events shaped the personal lives of the country’s population.


Though focusing on twentieth-century history, this course will begin with an introduction to the social structures, ethnic composition and political problems of the late Russian Empire.  We will cover the Russian Revolution and early Soviet history continuing this focus on social structures and diversity.  We will then turn our attention to Stalinism, Collectivization, Terror and the Second World War.  In the post-WWII era we will examine the failure of the Khrushchev reforms and the period of “stagnation” under Brezhnev, before turning to Gorbachev and the reforms of Perestroika.  At the end of the semester we will approach the end of the Soviet Union and its legacy for the many successor states (not only Russia).  Although organized along the lines of political periodization, the class will emphasize the perspectives of social and ethnic diversity, culture and gender.

Assignments: In addition to midterm and final exams, there are 3 short essays due throughout the semester.  The final class will be a mock conference of the Soviet successor states, for which students will prepare in groups.  Each group will hand in an issue sheet with citations of at least three recent articles and resolutions on behalf of their republic or nationality group.  
Grading:
Professionalism:   
15%



Essays (3): 
      
30%



Midterm:
      
20%



Conference Report
10%



Final: 

      
25%


Professionalism:  Class Participation and attendance are mandatory; we are covering a wide amount of material and will be moving quickly.  In addition, students should arrive in class on time and prepared to discuss the themes and issues raised in the readings.  They should show respect to classmates and the professor, turn in all work on time, address problems as they arise, locate the readings ahead of class or alert the library staff or professor if they have trouble finding them, and attend any out of class film screenings that we schedule.  Students should bring all assigned reading (print out a copy of online sources) with them to class to aid in discussion.

Honor Code and Lateness Policy: Please read the Kenyon College policy “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Course of Study carefully.  It is expected that all work that you turn in for this course is your own and that you will follow the general guidelines of academic honesty, as well as the norms of the historical profession for citation, when writing for this class.  Any questionable work or cases of possible infractions of the Honor Code will be turned over to the Academic Infractions Board.   In order to be fair to all students, late work will be marked down for each day that it is late and will not be accepted after one week.  The midterm and final may not be postponed or rescheduled.

Note on Disabilities: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let me know.  In addition, you will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are appropriate and necessary for you.  

Required Texts:    

· John M. Thompson, A Vision Unfulfilled: Russia and the Soviet Union in the Twentieth Century 
· Olga Semyonova Tian-Shanskaia and David Ransel (ed.), Village Life in Late Tsarist Russia

· Veronique Garros, et.al., Intimacy and Terror: Soviet Diaries of the 1930s
· Venedikt Erofeev, Moscow to the End of the Line

Other readings: will be available (as noted in the syllabus): online, on reserve at Olin Library and in Seitz House, or will be handed out in class.

Syllabus online: The syllabus will be available online through Moodle (moodle.kenyon.edu)

Schedule of Classes and Assignments:

Thursday, August 28 

· Introduction and course information.

***Week 1: Russia under the Old Regime

Tuesday, September 2
· Thompson, Introduction and Chapter 1 

· View: Emancipation Manifesto (1861), available online at: http://www.dur.ac.uk/%7Edml0www/emancipn.html
· View: Library of Congress online exhibition of photos from Nicholas II’s court photographer, Sergei Prokudin-Gorskii, (see especially “people at work,” and “ethnic diversity”) at: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/empire/
Thursday, September 4 

· Semyonova, Introduction and  Chapters 1-2 
***Week 2: Village Life in Tsarist Russia, Ethnography

Tuesday, September 9 

· Semyonova, Chapters 3-7

· David L. Ransel, “Infant-Care Cultures in the Russian Empire,” in Clements, et.al., eds., Russia's Women:  Accommodation, Resistance, Transformation [Eres]

Thursday, September 11

· Semyonova, Chapters 8-10 and Appendix
***Week 3: The Russian Empire – Reform or Revolution?

 Tuesday, September 16  
· Thompson, Chapter 2

· Konstantin Pobedonotsev, selected readings (“On Parliamentary Democracy,” “On the Freedom of the Press,” etc.), available online at: http://artsci.shu.edu/reesp/documents/pobedonotsev.htm
· Lenin, “What is to be Done?,” available online at : http://artsci.shu.edu/reesp/documents/Lenin--chto%20delat.htm
Thursday, September 18
· In class film, “Battleship Potemkin,” (Eisenstein, 1925) 
· Essay 1 Due: Could the Russian Empire have survived through reform? (see assignment for details)
***Week 4: World War and Revolution

Tuesday, September 23
· Thompson, Chapter 3

Thursday, September 25

· Ronald Suny, “Toward a Social History of the October Revolution,” The American Historical Review, 88/1 (Feb.1983), 31-52, available on JSTOR.

· Martin Malia, “The Hunt for the True October,” Commentary 92/4 (Oct. 1991), 29-35, available online through CONSORT.

***Week 5: Civil War and the New USSR

 Tuesday, September 30
· Thompson, Chapter 4 
· In class film “Storm over Asia” (Pudovkin, 1928) or “Arsenal”(Dovzhenko, 1928) 
Thursday, October 2
· Selections from Fitzpatrick/Slezkine, In the Shadow of Revolution: Life Stories of Russian Women from 1917 to the Second World War
· Discussion of USSR and nationalities (sign-up)

***Week 6: NEP and the 1920s
Tuesday, October 7 

· In class film: “Bed and Sofa” (Abram Room, 1927)

· Thompson, Chapter 5 
· Excerpt from Ilf and Petrov, 12 Chairs (Part I: Chapter 5, “The Smooth Operator”), available online: http://www.lib.ru/ILFPETROV/ilf_petrov_12_chairs_engl.txt
Thursday, October 9:  NO CLASS, reading days (read Fitzpatrick and Kollontai and prepare for debate)

***Week 7: NEP and the 1920s
Tuesday, October 14
· In class: Debate on NEP 

· Sheila Fitzpatrick, “Sex and Revolution: An Examination of Literary and Statistical Data on the Mores of Soviet Students in the 1920s,” The Journal of Modern History 50/2 (June 1978), 252-278 (on JSTOR)

· Alexandra Kollontai, “Sexual Relations and the Class Struggle”

http://www.marx.org/archive/kollonta/works/1921/sex-class-struggle.htm
· Alexandra Kollontai, “Sisters”

http://www.marx.org/archive/kollonta/works/great/ch02.htm
· Alexandra Kollontai, “The Loves of Three Generations”

http://www.marx.org/archive/kollonta/works/great/ch03.htm
Thursday, October 16
· In class: MIDTERM
***Week 8: Stalin and Turning points
Tuesday, October 21

· Thompson, Chapter 6
· Stalin on the Industrialization of Russia, online at: http://artsci.shu.edu/reesp/documents/Stalin--industrialization.htm
· Optional: New York Times coverage of Lenin’s death, online at: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/990121onthisday_big.html
Thursday, October 23
· Thompson, Chapter 7
· In class film: excerpts from “Earth” (Dovzhenko, 1930) and “Kino Glas” (Vertov, 1924); photos from Magnitogorsk

***Week 9: Terror
Tuesday, October 28 

· Garros, et.al, Intimacy and Terror, introduction and begin reading
· Sheila Fitzpatrick, “How the Mice Buried the Cat: Scenes from the Great Purges of 1937 in the Russian Provinces.” Russian Review 52/3 (July 1993), available on JSTOR.

Thursday, October 30
· Garros, et.al., finish reading.
· Jan Gross, “A Note on the Nature of Soviet Totalitarianism” Soviet Studies 34/3 (July 1982), 367-376, available on JSTOR.

***Week 10: WWII: the Great Patriotic War 

Film, “Come and See” (Klimov, 1985) – screening TBA
Tuesday, November 4
· Essay 2 Due: Purges and Terror in USSR (see assignment for details)
· Thompson, Chapter 8

Thursday, November 6
· Lisa Kirschenbaum, “Gender, Memory, and National Myths: Ol'ga Berggol'ts and the Siege of Leningrad.” Nationalities Papers 28/3 (Sept. 2000), online through Consort.

· Yevgeny Yevtuschenko, “Babi Yar” (handout)
· In class: slides of WWII memorials
***Week 11: Khrushchev and the Thaw
Film: “Moscow does not Believe in Tears” (Menshov, 1979) –screening TBA

Tuesday, November 11
· Thompson, Chapter 9

Thursday, November 13
· Natalia Baranskaya, A Week Like any Other [on reserve]
***Week 12: Stagnation and Dissent under Brezhnev
Film: “Irony of Fate” (Riazanov, 1975) – screening TBA
Tuesday, November 18
· Thompson, Chapter 10

· Venedict Erofeev, Moscow to the End of the Line
· Victor Erofeyev, “The Russian God: Vodka Celebrates its Five-Hundredth Anniversary,” The New Yorker (Dec. 16, 2002) (link to file)
· In class, the music of Vladimir Vysotskii (visit the Vysotskii website: http://www.kulichki.com/vv/eng
Thursday, November 20
· In class film, “Homecoming” (interviews with soldiers from Afghanistan)
THANKSGIVING BREAK: no classes

***Week 13: Gorbachev, Perestroika, and Glasnost

Film: “Little Vera,” (Pichul, 1988) – screening TBA
Tuesday, December 2
· Thompson, Chapter 11

Thursday, December 4

· Essay 3 Due: on State of the USSR in 1985 (see assignment for details)
· In class film, “Chernobyl: Chronicle of Difficult Weeks” (Shevchenko, 1986)

***Week 14: End of USSR and “Rebirth”
Tuesday, December 9
· Thompson, Chapter 12 and Epilogue, “What went Wrong?”

· Constitution of the Russian Federation, available online at: http://www.fipc.ru/fipc/constit/
· In Class film: “Siberian Dream” (Janet Gardner/Irina Pantaeva, 2004)

Thursday, December 11
· Mock Conference of CIS States (in groups)
FINAL EXAM: Please see the registrar’s exam schedule for the scheduled exam time for our course.
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