History 132 – Modern European History


Spring 2009 

Professor Eliza Ablovatski

Ascension Hall 202 – MWF 10:10am-11:00am 

Office Hours:  M 11-12, WF 3:30-5:00 (and by appointment)

Office: Seitz House 5 

PBX 5892

Email: ablovatskie@kenyon.edu
 

Course Website available at: moodle.kenyon.edu

Course Description:  The European continent is incredibly diverse: geographically, culturally, economically, ethnically, and politically (to name only the most obvious).  Throughout this semester we will explore some of the diversity of the European experience since the end of the eighteenth century.  We will look at issues of race, class and gender, as well as violence, poverty, faith, nationalism, technology, and art.  We will read political proclamations and personal memoirs, watch films and listen to music as we hone your historical knowledge and sensibilities about modern Europe, its peoples and governments.  We will examine the fates of a variety of nations, using examples from across the continent. The focus of this course will be on the relationships between the State, Civil Society, and the individual.  How do these relationships change over time – what makes these relationships “modern”?  We will cover over 200 years of exciting history in only 15 weeks, so hold onto your hats – we’ll be moving fast, but it will be a wonderful ride!

 

Required Texts (available at bookstore):

· Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring : The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age
· Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution
· Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
· Heda Margolius Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star: A Life in Prague 1941-1968 
· Giuseppe di Lampedusa, The Leopard
· David Mason, Revolutionary Europe 1789-1989: Liberty, Equality, Solidarity
 

To save you both time and money, a number of required readings are through web resources.  These are noted in the syllabus with their URL.  An up-to-date version of the syllabus, with active links to all the web resources will be available on the course website through Moodle (moodle.kenyon.edu)

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

 

Class Participation/Attendance: are mandatory; we are covering a wide amount of material and will be moving quickly.  In addition, readings are required, so students should be prepared to discuss the themes and issues raised in the readings.  If you miss a class with a quiz or a discussion, your grade will suffer accordingly.  Only students with college-excused absences will be allowed to have make-up assignments for these portions of the grade.

 

Films: We are watching several films in this class, and most of them will be shown outside of our regular class meeting times.  The times of these showings will be set at the first class meeting.  The films are required and you should treat them like the required readings.  If you are unable to attend a class viewing, you will need to watch the film on your own to prepare for class.  All of the films are held in the Kenyon Library A/V center.

 

Quizzes, Maps and Responses: You will fill out three maps (using reference works) during the semester and turn them in; items from these maps will appear on the midterm and final exam as well.  Throughout the semester there will be quizzes or in-class responses to reading assignments or films. These will be held at the beginning of class; late arrivals will not be given extra time to make-up these quizzes or responses.  

 

Papers: You will write two 5 page papers this semester on topics handed out in class.  The general guidelines for these papers are those of grammar and clear writing, but I will give you a handout with rules and tips for writing historical papers.  

 

Exams: There will also be a midterm and a final exam.  Both of these will be comprehensive, covering all of the material from lectures, maps, and readings as well as the textbook.   

 

Grading:  
Class Participation

15%

Maps/Quizzes/Responses
20%



Papers



20% 



Midterm


20%



Final Exam


25%

 

Reading Assignments: are REQUIRED for class on the day they are listed as we will be discussing them in class.  Please bring ALL readings (textbook and others to class for discussions).  
 

Note: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let me know.  In addition, you will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are appropriate and necessary for you.  

COURSE SCHEDULE:
Monday, January 12: Introduction

 

Wednesday, January 14: Old Regime Europe: Society and Politics 

· Mason, Chapter 1 (pp. 13-23)

· Old Regime handout (Moodle)

Friday, January 16: begin film “Danton” (Andrzej Wajda, 1987) 
Monday, January 19: Map I due – start Revolutionary France
· Abbé Sieyès, “What is the Third Estate?” (Moodle)

· Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789 (Moodle)

· View further film “Danton” (Andrzej Wajda, 1987) 

· Mason, Chapter 2 (pp. 25-39)

 

Wednesday, January 21: The Revolution in Arms (war and terror)

· Finish viewing film “Danton” 

· Robespierre, “On the Moral and Political Principles of Domestic Policy” (Moodle) 
· Songs, “Ça Ira”/ “Marseillaise” (Moodle)

Friday, January 23:  Rights, Women, Minorities, Colonies 

· Olympe de Gouge, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman” (Moodle)

· National Convention debate on Clubs and Popular Societies of Women (Moodle)

· Debates on Jewish rights (Moodle)

· Rights of Slaves and Free Blacks (Moodle)
Monday, January 26:  Discussion of French Revolution and Documents
 Wednesday, January 28: Congress of Vienna/Counterrevolution

· Klement von Metternich, “On Censorship”: available online, http://www.h-net.org/~habsweb/sourcetexts/censor.htm
Friday, January 30 – NO CLASS (film)

Sunday, February 1: film “Germinal” (Claude Berri, 1994)

Monday, February 2: The Industrial Revolution

· Mason, Chapter 3 (pp. 41-51)

· “Testimony Gathered by Lord Ashley’s Mines Commission,” 1842 (Moodle)

· “Evidence Given Before the Sadler Committee,” 1831-1832 (Moodle)

· Edwin Chadwick, “Report of the Poor Law Commissioners on an Inquiry into the Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Population of Great Britain,” 1842 (Moodle)
Wednesday, February 4: 1848-9 Nationalism

· Mason, Chapter 4 (pp. 53-65) 
· Hungarian Declaration of Independence: http://www.h-net.org/~habsweb/sourcetexts/hungsources.html
· František Palacký, “Letter to the Frankfurt Parliament” (Moodle)

· Begin Giuseppe di Lampedusa, The Leopard
Friday, February 6: Nationalism and National Unification

· Mason, Chapter 7 (pp. 93-103)

· Continue reading di Lampedusa, The Leopard
Monday, February 9: Discussion of The Leopard
· Finish di Lampedusa, The Leopard
Wednesday, February 11: Class Conflict – Poverty, Welfare, Working Class culture

· Mason, Chapter 5 (pp. 67-78) 
· Poem: Heinrich Heine, “The Silesian Weavers” (Moodle)
· Marx/Engels, Communist Manifesto, link to on-line version: http://www.marx.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/index.htm
· “Rerum Novarum” (Papal Encyclical 1891), link to on-line version: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum_en.html
 Friday, February 13: Working Class Life/German Social Democracy 
· Kelly, The German Worker (introduction and selections – on Reserve)

Monday, February 16: Nationalism and Anti-Semitism

· First Paper Due
· Mason, Chapter 6 (pp. 79-91)

· Richard Wagner, “Judaism in Music,” available online: http://users.belgacom.net/wagnerlibrary/prose/wagjuda.htm
· Ernst Renan, “What is a Nation?” (Moodle)

Wednesday, February 18: Revolution in Russia, 1905

· Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution (“The Setting,” p.15-39)

· Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (Prologue)
Friday, February 20: Technology, Art and the Great War
· Mason, Chapter 9 (pp. 117-130)
· Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (Act One)
· Excerpts from “Berlin: Symphony of a Metropolis” (Walter Ruttmann, 1927)
Monday, February 23: Discuss Eksteins and WWI 
· Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (Act Two)
Wednesday, February 25: begin viewing film “Arsenal” (Alexandr Dovzhenko, 1928)
Friday, February 27: MIDTERM in class
SPRING BREAK – no classes! Read the rest of Eksteins and Fitzpatrick.
 
Monday, March 16: Russian Revolution
· Mason, Chapter 10 (pp. 131-148)
· Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution  (Introduction, Chapters 2 and 3: pp. 1-14, 40-92)
Wednesday, March 18: Russian Revolution/Civil War
· Selections from, Fitzpatrick/Slezkine, In the Shadow of Revolution (Reserve)

· Finish viewing “Arsenal” (1928)
Friday, March 20:  Map III due – Early Soviet Union (collectivization, famine, NEP)

· Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution (Chapters 4-6: p. 93-163)
Sunday, March 22:  film “Burnt by the Sun” (Nikita Mikhalkov, 1995)
Monday, March 23: Stalinism/Purges

· Fitzpatrick, Sheila.  “How the Mice Buried the Cat: Scenes from the Great Purges of 1937 in the Russian Provinces.” Russian Review 52/3 (July 1993), Stable URL: http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0036-0341%28199307%2952%3A3%3C299%3AHTMBTC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-D
Wednesday, March 25: Europe between Wars – Rise of the Right 

· Italian Fascism
Friday, March 27:  Weimar Germany- Inflation/Nazism

· Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (Act Three)

Sunday, March 29: film, “Land and Freedom” (Ken Loach, 1996) 

Monday, March 30: Nazi Germany and Racial State

Wednesday, April 1: Spanish Civil War 

· Discuss “Land and Freedom”

Friday, April 3: WWII begins

· Mason, Chapter 11 (pp. 149-162)

· Begin Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Monday, April 6: Invasion of USSR and Holocaust 

· Continue Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
· Heda Margolius Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star: A Life in Prague 1941-1968 (Part one, pages 5-51)
Wednesday, April 8: Holocaust continued  
· Film “Passenger” (Andrzej Munk, 1963)
Friday, April 10: Discussion of Levi and Holocaust 
· Finish Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Monday, April 13: Society among the Survivors 
· Mason, Chapter 12 (pp.163-177)

Wednesday, April 15:  Western Europe under Construction 
Friday, April 17: A New European Order in Eastern Europe

· Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star: A Life in Prague 1941-1968 (pp. 52-163)
· Poem: Adam Wazyk, “Poem for Adults” 1956 (Moodle)

 
Monday, April 20: Discuss Kovaly and State Socialism
· Finish Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star
Wednesday, April 22: Late USSR

· View excerpts from Glasnost Film Festival
· Songs: Vladimir Visotsky, Kino (Moodle)
Friday, April 24: 1989 Revolutions
· Mason, Chapter 13 (pp. 179-197)

· Second Paper Due
Sunday, April 26: film “Pretty Village, Pretty Flame” (Srdan Dragojevic, 1996)

 

Monday, April 27: EU/Greens/Feminists/Ethnic Diversity

· Mason, Chapter 14 and Conclusion (pp. 199-216)

Wednesday, April 29:  Balkan Wars 
Friday, May 1:  Present day Europe

FINAL EXAM: at the time scheduled on the Registrar’s Exam Schedule (Please see schedule for your courses)
(includes all films, readings, maps and textbook chapters)
