History 131 – Early Modern European History


Fall 2009 

Professor Eliza Ablovatski

Sam Mather 215 – MWF 10:10am-11:00am 

Office Hours: Wednesday 2-5pm / Thursday 4-6pm (and by appointment)

Office: Seitz House 5 / PBX 5892

Email: ablovatskie@kenyon.edu
 

Course Website available at: moodle.kenyon.edu

Course Description: Throughout this semester we will explore some of the diversity of the European experience from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.  This was an era in which new technologies and sciences allowed rulers to expand control of their domains both internally and externally.  Internally, this led to more effective conscription and taxation, to religious wars, and control over religious, economic and cultural life.  Externally, European states expanded their borders within the continent and overseas.  This era was also marked by new ways to look at the work, from maps, charts and clocks, to new religions and new ideas of political and social organization.  It was an era of false tsars, false messiahs, popular pamphlets, and radical revolutions.  We will look at a variety of primary documents, from clothing and artifacts, to political and religious tracts, paintings, plays and novels, as well as eye-witness accounts of war and genocide.  We will read the works of a variety of historians, and also examine how the early modern era has been viewed in the modern era. We will cover over 300 years of exciting history in only 14 weeks, so hold onto your hats!

 

Required Texts (available at bookstore):

· John Merriman, A History of Modern Europe. Volume 1:  From the Renaissance to the Age of Napoleon
· Bartholome de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
· Robert Darton, The Great Cat Massacre: And Other Episodes in French Cultural History

· Dava Sobel, Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest Scientific Problem of His Time
 

E-Sources: To save you both time and money, a number of required readings are available electronically through databases, websites or electronic files.  An up-to-date version of the syllabus, with active links to all the electronic sources will be available on the course website through Moodle (moodle.kenyon.edu)

 

Library: You will have specific library assignments during the semester.  For assistance with these and for all questions regarding library resources and historical research, you can contact the History Department’s Liaison, Nina Clements (clementsn@kenyon.edu, x5668). You can find her in Olin 210 (Multimedia) or at the reference desk. Nina’s reference desk schedule for this semester is: M 4-6, W 2-4, and F 12-2.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

 

Class Participation/Attendance: are mandatory; we are covering a wide amount of material and will be moving quickly.  In addition, readings are required, so students should be prepared to discuss the themes and issues raised in the readings.  If you miss a class with a quiz or a discussion, your grade will suffer accordingly.  Only students with college-excused absences will be allowed to have make-up assignments for these portions of the grade.

 

Quizzes, Maps and Library Projects: You will fill out two maps (using reference works) during the semester and turn them in; items from these maps will appear on the midterm and final exam as well.  Throughout the semester there will be quizzes or in-class responses to reading assignments or films. These will be held at the beginning of class; late arrivals will not be given extra time to make-up these quizzes or responses.  

 

Papers: You will write two 5 page papers this semester on topics handed out in class.  The general guidelines for these papers are those of grammar and clear writing, but I will give you a handout with rules and tips for writing historical papers.  

 

Exams: There will also be a midterm and a final exam.  Both of these will be comprehensive, covering all of the material from lectures, maps, and readings as well as the textbook.   

 

Grading:  
Class Participation

20%

Maps/Quizzes/Library 
20%



Papers
(2)


20% 



Midterm


20%



Final Exam


20%

 

Reading Assignments: are REQUIRED for class on the day they are listed as we will be discussing them in class.  Please bring ALL readings (textbook and others to class for discussions).  
 

Note: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let me know.  In addition, you will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are appropriate and necessary for you.  

COURSE SCHEDULE:
WEEK ONE: What is Early Modern?  What is Europe?
Monday, August 31: Introduction

 Wednesday, September 2: Merriman, Chapter 1
Friday, September 4:  “Return of Martin Guerre” 
WEEK TWO: The Ottoman Empire
Monday, September 7: Map I due 
Wednesday, September 9: Discussion of documents and film
Friday, September 11: Ottoman Empire 

· Begin reading “Turkish Letters” (The Four Epistles of A.G. Busbequius Concerning his Embassy into Turkey”)
WEEK THREE: Status and Prestige in Early Modern Europe
Monday, September 14: Discussion of Documents
· Exhibit: Ottoman clothes and status
· Finish reading “Turkish Letters” (The Four Epistles of A.G. Busbequius Concerning his Embassy into Turkey”)

Wednesday, September 16: Merriman, Chapter 2
Friday, September 18: Renaissance Art and Patronage
· Patricia Allerston, “Clothing and early modern Venetian Society”

· Machiavelli (The Prince, excerpts)
WEEK FOUR: Princes
Monday, September 21: “Ivan the Terrible”
Wednesday, September 23: “Ivan the Terrible”
· Michael Chreniavsky, “Ivan the Terrible as Renaissance Prince”
Friday, September 25: Discussion of Two Princes

WEEK FIVE: The Reformations
Monday, September 28: Merriman, Chapter 3
Wednesday, September 30: Luther, Calvin, Anna Bijns (e-readings)

 Friday, October 2: Witches and Messiahs (e-readings)

WEEK SIX: Religious Conflict
Monday, October 5: Merriman, Chapter 4
Wednesday, October 7: Religious Wars and State Formation

Friday, October 9:  NO CLASS – First Papers DUE
WEEK SEVEN:  Midterm and Atlantic Expansion
Monday, October 12: NO CLASS – READING DAYS
Wednesday, October 14: MIDTERM in class
Friday, October 16:  Merriman, Chapter 5
WEEK EIGHT: Economies, Empires and Souls
Monday, October 19: Bartholome de las Casas, Destruction of the Indies (begin)
Wednesday, October 21: Discussion of Destruction of the Indies (finish)
· Sepulveda (handout)
Friday, October 23:  Books, Plays and the “Public”

· Shakespeare, Don Quixote (selections)
WEEK NINE: Absolutism as theory, practice and myth
Monday, October 26: Map II due
· Merriman, Chapter 7 (**note: not in order!)

Wednesday, October 28: Absolutism/Empire

· James I “Divine Right of Kings”; “An Inside View of Louis XIV’s Court”

Friday, October 30:  Serfdom in Russia 

· Catherine’s legal reforms, Casanova in Russia
WEEK TEN: Trade and Revolution  
Monday, November 2: Merriman, Chapter 6 (**note: not in order!)

Wednesday, November 4: Glorious Revolution and Civil War

· Cromwell, Levellers (texts)

Friday, November 6: Imports and Identity (Library Assignment)

· Begin Dava Sobel, Longitude
WEEK ELEVEN: Society, Technology and Innovation
Monday, November 9: Merriman, Chapter 8 (**note: not in order!)
Wednesday, November 11: discuss Longitude (finish reading)

· Adam Smith (selections)
Friday, November 13: Second Papers DUE
WEEK TWELVE: Enlightenment
Monday, November 16: Merriman, Chapter 9
Wednesday, November 18:  Montesquieu, Mozart, Rousseau (selections)

Friday, November 20: Merriman, Chapter 10
THANKSGIVING BREAK  – READ: Darnton, Great Cat Massacre
THANKSGIVING BREAK  – READ: Darnton, Great Cat Massacre
WEEK THIRTEEN:  French Revolution
 

Monday, November 30:  Merriman, Chapter 11

Wednesday, December 2: Merriman, Chapter 12

· Burke, Robespierre, Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen
Friday, December 4: Library Assignment

WEEK FOURTEEN: Wars of French Revolution
Monday, December 7: From Revolution to Empire and War

· Revolutionary documents

Wednesday, December 9: Merriman, Chapter 13
Friday, December 11:  Review

FINAL EXAM: at the time scheduled on the Registrar’s Exam Schedule (Please see schedule for your courses)
(includes all films, readings, maps and textbook chapters)
