Making of the Contemporary World, 1945-1990

Fall 2008

T/Th 1:10-2:30pm

Thursday Meeting Room: Tomsich 101
HIST 190.01 Professor Ablovatski

Tuesday Meeting Room: Tomsich 101
Office: Seitz 5

Office hours: Tues/Thurs 4-5pm; Weds 9am-noon

HIST 190.02 Professor Kilic-Schubel
Tuesday Meeting Room: Ascension 120
Office: Seitz 3

Office hours: Tues 3-5pm; Thurs 10am-1pm

Course Description: From the Cold War to the fall of the Berlin Wall, for more than forty years the potential of vast annihilation colored international and even local history. As Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of independent India, said at an international conference in 1955, "Today in the world, not only because of the presence of these two colossuses--[the United States and the Soviet Union] but also because of the coming of the atomic and hydrogen-bomb age, the whole concept of war, of peace, of politics, has changed." This course explores those changes.  The ongoing tensions between U. S. and U.S.S.R., the creation of nation-states out of former colonized lands, a shift in world power from Western Europe to the United States, and the way through their art, culture, politics and economies of everyday life people adjusted to these changes.  This is the history that most recently has shaped the world to which you--this generation of college students--will have to respond and move forward. The two seminar sections will meet jointly once a week for lectures, films, etc. and separately once a week for discussion of primary source readings. In addition to the rich historical material that the course addresses, students will begin to learn the basic skills of the historian:  asking questions, finding and analyzing relevant documents or primary sources, and identifying different kinds of interpretations of those sources.  Open to first-year students only.  

Assignments: Students will write four short papers (5 pages) during the semester.  A paper description is attached to the syllabus.  Papers are due Tuesday at noon in hard copy at your instructor’s office.  Students will be divided into two groups and will be responsible for turning in papers on the due dates for their group.  There are 5 due dates for each group, so each student may select one due date in the semester to skip.
Grading:  
Participation/Professionalism  

25%





4 Papers (10% each)



40%


Midterm   




15%



Final Exam  




20%




TOTAL = 100% 
Honor Code and Lateness Policy: All graded work must be handed in hard copy.  No emailed attachments will be graded.  Late work will be marked down one-third of a grade per day, unless you have a valid reason and have gotten an extension in advance of the due-date. The midterm and final may not be postponed or rescheduled. 
Please read the Kenyon College policy “Academic Honesty and Questions of Plagiarism” in the Course of Study carefully.  It is expected that all work that you turn in for this course is your own and that you will follow the general guidelines of academic honesty, as well as the norms of the historical profession for citation, when writing for this class.  
Professionalism:  Class Participation and attendance are mandatory; we are covering a wide amount of material and will be moving quickly.  In addition, students should arrive in class on time and prepared to discuss the themes and issues raised in the readings.  They should show respect to classmates and professors, turn in all work on time, address problems as they arise, locate the readings ahead of class or alert the library staff or professor if they have trouble finding them, and attend any out of class film screenings that we schedule.  Students should bring all assigned reading (print out a copy of online sources) with them to class to aid in discussion.

Readings:  The following required texts are available for purchase at the bookstore*:

· Richard Wright, The Color Curtain (*NOTE: this text will be distributed in class)
· Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism
· Ernesto Guevara, Reminiscences of the Cuban Revolutionary War
· Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War 

· Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can't Wait 

· Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe
· Muhammad Yunus, Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle Against World Poverty 

· Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis: Story of a Childhood 

· Massoumeh Ebtekar, Takeover in Tehran: The Inside Story of the 1979 U.S. Embassy Capture
· Jacobo Timmermann, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number
· Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night 
· Svetlana Alexievich, Voices from Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear Disaster

Other readings will be available on-line, on reserve at Olin Library (Eres and regular reserve) and in Seitz House, or will be handed out in class.  ERES password for the course = global.
Note: If you have a disability and therefore may need some sort of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please let us know.  You will need to contact Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services (x5145).  Ms. Salva has the authority and expertise to decide what accommodations are appropriate and necessary for you.  
Schedule of Classes:
Thursday, August 28: meet in sections

· Course introduction, main themes

Tuesday, September 2: meet in discussion section 

· Read: Handouts and links to documents on Indian Independence and Partition

Thursday, September 4: meet together

· Lecture: The Postwar World/Geneva/Bandung

Tuesday, September 9: meet in discussion section [Group 1 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Richard Wright, The Color Curtain
Thursday, September 11: meet together 
·  Lecture: Algeria/Colonialism/Anti-Colonialism
SUNDAY (September 14) – film screening: “Battle of Algiers” – 4pm TOM 101
Tuesday, September 16: meet in discussion section [Group 2 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism
· Read: Albert Camus, “Preface to Algerian Reports” in Camus, Resistance, Rebellion, and Death (Eres; course password = global)
· Read: Jean-Paul Sartre, “Preface” in Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (Eres)
Thursday, September 18: meet together

· Lecture: Latin America/Cuban Revolution

Tuesday, September 23: meet in discussion section [Group 1 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Ernesto Guevara, Reminiscences of the Cuban Revolutionary War
· Read: Fidel Castro, “History Will Absolve Me” (online: http://www.marxists.org)

· Read: Castro, “We Must Defend Our Country” (online: http://www.marxists.org)

Thursday, September 25: meet together

· Lecture: Civil Rights/Human Rights

Tuesday, September 30: meet in discussion section [Group 2 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can't Wait 

· Read: Kwame Ture (Stokely Carmichael), Black Power, chapters 2-3 (on reserve)

Thursday, October 2: meet together

· Lecture: Vietnam/Revolutions and Nationalism in Asia

Tuesday, October 7:  meet in discussion section [Group 1 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War
Thursday, October 9:  NO CLASS – Reading Days

Tuesday, October 14: meet in discussion section

· MIDTERM

Thursday, October 16: meet together

· Lecture: Consumption/Globalization/Green Movement

Tuesday, October 21: meet in discussion section [Group 2 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe (chapters 7, 9 and conclusion) 
Thursday, October 23: meet together

· Lecture: Globalized Economy/Poverty/Equality 
· Read: selections from Rachel Carson, Silent Spring and links on environment and green revolution (Eres; password=global)
Tuesday, October 28: meet in discussion section [Group 1 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Muhammad Yunus, Banker to the Poor: Micro-Lending and the Battle Against World Poverty (introduction and chapters 1-11)
Thursday, October 30: meet together

· Lecture: Middle East/Six-Day War/Iranian Revolution

Tuesday, November 4: meet in discussion section [Group 2 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis: Story of a Childhood
Thursday, November 6: meet together

· Lecture: Iranian Revolution/Religion and Politics

Tuesday, November 11: meet in discussion section [Group 1 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Massoumeh Ebtekar, Takeover in Tehran: The Inside Story of the 1979 U.S. Embassy Capture
Thursday, November 13: meet together

· Lecture: Afghanistan/Chernobyl/End of the USSR

SUNDAY (November 16): film viewing, “Homecoming” and “Chernobyl Chronicle” – 4pm TOM 101
Tuesday, November 18: meet in discussion section [Group 2 papers due Mon. noon]
· Read: Svetlana Alexievich, Voices from Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear Disaster

Thursday, November 20: meet together

· Lecture: Military Regimes/Latin America/Democratization

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Tuesday, December 2: meet in discussion section

· Read: Jacobo Timmermann, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number
· Read: “Nunca Más” (online: www.nuncamas.org)
Thursday, December 4: meet together

· Lecture: Apartheid/South Africa/Democratization

Tuesday, December 9: meet in discussion section

· Read: Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, A Human Being Died That Night  

Thursday, December 11: final class (sections meet together)

FINAL EXAM:  due by December 16, 6:30 p.m.
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