
New Courses for Spring 2016 
HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

 
 

HIST 176: African American History 1865 to the 
Present 
 
Professor Marcus Nevius 
WF 8:40-10:00 am 

 
 
 

This course is an introduction to the major time periods, themes, 
individuals, and institutions in African American History since 1865.  It surveys the efforts that 
African Americans undertook to fully secure freedom in the United States by way of protecting their 
postbellum, federally instituted citizenship rights, all the while working and organizing to build 
social, political, cultural, religious and economic institutions that supported their right to self-
determination. True to form, we will discuss widely recognized personalities including W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X. However, this course is also designed to bring emphasis 
to lesser discussed, but highly important characters including Homer Plessy, Ella Baker, and Bayard 
Rustin; to introduce developing historiographical contexts including grass roots organizing in the 
mid-twentieth century; and to place the traditional perspective of American history within the 
varying contexts of the long black freedom struggle. 
 

  

 

ST HIST 391: Free Black Communities in    
the Early United States 

 
              Professor Marcus Nevius  
              Wednesday, 1:10-4 pm 
 
 

This readings seminar will generate a sustained, semester-long 
discussion of a complex historical topic: Free Black Communities in 
the Early United States. This course will center on collective class 
discussions, in-class presentations, and written assignments through 
which we will investigate the ways that historians have written about 
the methods that enslaved Africans and African Americans used to 

repudiate the constraints of bondage by building communities in which they might support the 
struggle to end slavery. By the mid-eighteenth century, perpetual enslavement had been the lot of 
people of African descent for more than a century. This was due to legal codes and social customs 
that denied people of African descent humanity. With the beginning of the American independence 
struggle, the morality of denying the descendants of African societies their humanity was thrown into 
question, with African Americans leading the charge well into the nineteenth century, during the first 
seven decades of United States history. To shed light on these complexities, we will read closely ten 
historical monographs. By semester’s end, each student will produce a quality historiographical essay 
on the subject.  


