



Department of English

Applying to Graduate School – A To-Do Calendar

September
· Get a notebook or folder in which you track the application process, including notes, printouts from schools you’re interested in, important dates, and a ‘To Do’ list.
· Register for the GRE, if you haven’t already taken it. The General Test is required by most programs; some M.F.A. programs don’t require it. It can now be taken on the computer, with scores mailed a few weeks after. But test-taking slots fill up very fast, so don’t wait! Many programs also require the GRE Subject Test in English, which can only be taken as a paper test. 

· Talk with your major advisor about your interest in graduate studies. If she is not a scholar in your particular field of interest, ask her to suggest another faculty member in the department with whom you could also speak. With his/her/their help, begin to develop a ‘long list’ of schools and identify the work you’ll submit as your writing sample.
· Contact your recommenders (usually three) to ask if they will be willing to write for you. You’ll want to have recommendation forms and supporting materials to them no later than the end of October. Be sure to ask them if this will give them enough time.
October
· Plan to attend our next meeting, in which we will workshop and revise statements of purpose.
· Pare your long list of schools down to a short list. 

· Draft a statement of purpose to show your advisor.

· Begin revising your writing sample.

· Compile folders for your recommenders. Give them to them by October 31.

November
· Continue revising and refining your statement of purpose and writing sample. 

December- January

· Submit applications [some sample dates: Brown, English- Jan 1, Brown, Creative Writing (called ‘Literary Arts’) – Dec 15;  Stanford, Comparative Literature or English or Modern Thought-   Dec 4; Duke, English- Dec 15;  Univ of Houston, Creative Writing- Jan 15; Univ of New Mexico- Feb 1]
Note: These are example dates only. Be sure to check these and other application dates on each school’s website.

 February – March – Early April
· Acceptances and rejections

