MAINTENANCE OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS

Maintenance of Academic Standards

Kenyon reserves the right to require any student to withdraw from the College if the student fails to meet

the standards of scholarship expected, cannot remain without endangering his or her own health or that

of other students, or has been found to have fallen seriously below the standards of behavior set forth in

this catalog and the Student Handbook.

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS TOWARD THE DEGREE
Satisfactory progress toward the degree is defined as the
maintenance of at least a 2.0 cumulative average and earn-
ing credit at the normal rate of 4 units per year.

SUBSTANDARD ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
The Committee on Academic Standards is charged with
reviewing cases of substandard academic performance by
students. Normally, the Subcommittee on Academic Stand-
ing acts for the full committee.

At the end of each semester, this committee routinely
reviews the records of all students who fail to meet the
minimal requirements as defined above. Based on this
review, the committee may take any of the actions outlined
below. The committee examines deficiency reports from
instructors and receives reports from such offices as that of
the dean of students, dean for academic advising and sup-
port, the health center, and so on. The committee strives to
find the causes for the deficiencies if at all possible.

In addition, the committee may ask for a report from
the faculty advisor, as well as a written statement from the
student. Tentative grades in year courses are considered by
the committee.

COMMITTEE ACTIONS

The academic record of any student who cannot accom-
plish a 2.0 (C) average during any period of enrollment
in the College raises serious questions about the student’s
will or capacity to graduate from Kenyon. Likewise, the
academic record of any student who is more than .5 unit
behind his or her class raises the same questions.

In its deliberations, the committee strives to weigh all per-
tinent factors before reaching a decision about the student’s
will or capacity to make satisfactory progress toward gradua-
tion. In addition to the reports mentioned above, positive or
negative trends in the student’s record are taken into account.

The following are the most common actions taken by
the committee.

Letter of warning. This is a letter explaining the defi-
ciency and possible consequences if improved performance
is not forthcoming in the following semester or year.

Conditional enrollment. This letter sets forth condi-
tions for continued enrollment at the College. Some of the
more common conditions include prohibition from taking

more than four courses, requiring regular class attendance,
restrictions on extracurricular activities, requiring approval
by the committee of subsequent course selections, and
specification of minimal grade averages to be earned if the
student is to continue at Kenyon. Students on conditional
enrollment are not in good academic standing.

Advised withdrawal. It may be the judgment of the com-
mittee that it is advisable for a student to withdraw for some
extended period of time. If the student declines this advice,
some of the conditions stated above may be imposed.

Required withdrawal. When it becomes obvious that a
student will have little or no chance to graduate, or when
some time away from Kenyon is clearly indicated, the
student’s withdrawal will be required. The committee may
require withdrawal for a specific period (usually one year),
or in extreme cases the committee may require withdrawal
indefinitely or permanently.

REcOrRDS OF COMMITTEE ACTIONS

Copies of letters concerning actions taken by the Commit-
tee on Academic Standards are placed in the students’ fold-
ers in the registrar’s and dean of students’ offices. Summary
records of the committee’s actions are maintained by the
dean for academic advising and support.

A note of the committee’s actions is kept as a part of the
student’s permanent academic record. The fact that a student
has received a letter of warning or has been placed on condi-
tional enrollment does not appear on copies of the student’s
transcript that are sent from the College. A student advised to
withdraw or required to withdraw from Kenyon is given the
opportunity to complete a Declaration of Withdrawal form.
By so doing, the student will have voluntarily withdrawn
from the College, and his or her transcript will so indicate. If
a completed Declaration of Withdrawal form is not submit-
ted by a student who is required to withdraw, the student’s
transcript will indicate “Required to withdraw: date.”

PROGRESS REPORTS FROM INSTRUCTORS
College policy requires instructors to report academic
deficiencies in the cases of first-year students, students on
conditional enrollment, and others with deficient grades at
the midpoint of each semester. A deficiency is defined as a C—
level of performance or below. In addition, instructors are en-
couraged to report deficiencies for any student in case there is
some cause for concern about the student’s coursework.



Progress reports are sent to the student’s advisor and to
the dean for academic advising and support. The advisor
and/or dean for academic advising and support use these
reports to counsel the student. Ordinarily, no action is
taken by the committee at the time these midterm reports
are submitted. At the end of each semester, instructors are
required to comment in cases where they report a grade
of C- or below. Progress reports are read by committee
members and considered in their deliberations at the end
of each semester.

PROCEDURES FOR WITHDRAWING FROM THE
COLLEGE
Withdrawal from the College. Students who plan to leave
Kenyon for the remainder of a semester, or for a semester
or more (except students studying under the auspices of
the Office of International Education), or permanently,
must declare their intentions to the dean of students or the
dean for academic advising and support by completing a
Declaration of Withdrawal form.

Grades and credit. Grades and credit for students
withdrawing from the College depend on the time of the
withdrawal. Here is the policy:

+ Before the end of the Thanksgiving vacation: W (no
credit or grade) in all courses.

+  Between Thanksgiving and the end of the first semester:
W in all year courses*; F in all semester courses, unless
the courses have been completed (in which case grade
and credit are recorded), or unless the deans find that
the withdrawal is justified (e.g., because of illness), in
which case W1 is recorded.

+  Between the beginning of the second semester and the
end of the spring vacation: W in all year courses* and
all second-semester courses.

+  After spring vacation but before the end of the second
semester: F in all courses* unless the deans find that the
withdrawal is justified.

* Students who complete the first semester of year courses
may request credit for that work. Half credit is granted if ap-
proved by both the instructor and the student’s advisor. The
grade assigned is usually, but not necessarily, the tentative
grade. Instructors may require a final exam. In the absence
of such a request for half credit, W is recorded as above.

Financial arrangements. Students who withdraw
during the academic year are subject to tuition charges
as stated in the Fees and Charges booklet. The general fee,
other fees, and book charges are not refundable. Rebates
for board may be granted on a weekly prorated basis.

ReEaDMIssSION TO THE COLLEGE
(AFTER HAVING WITHDRAWN)
Students who have withdrawn from the College and wish to be
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readmitted must write a letter to the dean of students request-
ing readmission to Kenyon. This letter should document how
the student has spent his or her time away from the College
and the resources he or she has in place to facilitate succcess.

A student who withdrew during or at the end of a semester

in which he or she had been warned of academic deficiencies,
a student who withdrew while on conditional enrollment, or

a student who was advised or required to withdraw from the
College will have his or her letter of request referred to the
Committee on Academic Standards. The committee will con-
sider the request for readmission and make a recommendation
to the dean of students. Students who have withdrawn for
medical reasons will typically be expected to provide spe-
cific documentation from a physician or other medical pro-
vider regarding readiness to return to the full-time demands of
the Kenyon experience. This documentation will be reviewed
by the staff in the Health and Counseling Center, who will
make a recommendation to the dean of students. If the student
is readmitted, the committee or the dean may impose special
conditions on the returning student’s enrollment.

Students who were on conditional enrollment or who
were advised or required to withdraw will typically be
expected to spend up to one year away from the College.
During the year, it is advisable that students complete at
least one semester of full-time coursework at an accredited
college or university and achieve grades of B or better in
courses that will transfer back to Kenyon. Students are
encouraged to consult their faculty advisors or the registrar
to best understand the types of courses Kenyon will accept.

Transfer of credit. Students who enroll at other institu-
tions during their absence from Kenyon must so note in
their letter of application. Official transcripts of such work
must be sent directly to Kenyon’s registrar. The registrar
may grant Kenyon transfer credit for work successfully
completed (with grades of C— or better) elsewhere during
the student’s absence in accordance with the regulations
guiding the transfer of credit.

Certain study-abroad programs and courses are ex-
plicitly prohibited for transfer credit. Students who fail to
follow College procedures regarding off-campus study, or
who withdraw from Kenyon in order to circumvent exist-
ing College regulations regarding off-campus study, will
not receive credit for work done off campus.

Readmission deadlines. Students applying for the fall
semester should complete the process before March 15.
Students must be formally readmitted and pay the advance
registration deposit (due March 15) to participate in the
housing selection process and in April enrollment for
fall-semester courses. Students who complete the process
by August 1 may still be readmitted and will be housed
according to space availability. Students applying for the
spring semester should initiate the process by November
1 of the preceding semester, and complete the process by
January 1.
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