Chemistry 109  -  Neurochemistry

MWF   10:10-11:00           Text – Meyer & Quenzer, Psychopharmacology
Sheryl Hemkin 



hemkins@kenyon.edu
Office 
Tomsich 106

740.427.5093

Office hours
M & W  11-noon & 4-4:30pm or email/call/etc for appointment
Course Description – This course offers a description of the nervous system's structure and function in terms of molecular processes.  The course begins with a brief introduction to central nervous system and neurocellular anatomy and then continues with the biochemistry of cell neurotransmitters and receptors.  Once these basics are established, we will use our knowledge to examine the biochemistry that underlies neurological disorders as well as investigate the biochemical reactions and interactions that are associated with psychoactive drugs.

Words of Wisdom – 

If you have a question or are having difficulties with a concept get help RIGHT AWAY! Neurochemistry is cumulative, so the small questions you have today could easily become tomorrow’s nightmare…

Where to get help???

Me – Visit me during office hours, make an appointment, etc.  I don’t care what your past history is on exams, etc.  What I am interested in, is helping you discover your inner chemist and help you improve your chemical knowledge.

Math & Science Skills Center (MSSC), Tomsich 207  – Drop in anytime the center is open for help on class work.  (First come, first served.)  Their mission is to help you improve your understanding of class concepts and they will not judge you based on what you do/don’t know at the present moment.

The MSSC runs out of Tomsich 207 and will be open the following hours:


Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday  7-10pm
Evaluation – 
	Exams (3)
	45 %

	Final
	15 %

	Quizzes
	15 %

	Projects & Homework
	25 %


Exams will constitute the major portion of your grade in this class.  Do not treat them as an annoying inconvenience that you just forget about after the exam hour.  Instead, when the exam is returned, look at it as an indicator of what areas are challenging you, what types of questions you are having trouble understanding, etc.  Once the exam post-mortem has been accomplished, make sure to get help with any problems as soon as possible.  (And if you don’t want to analyze the exam by yourself, ask me or MSSC staff to work with you.)

	QUIZZES -  mandatory   (lowest of the quiz grades will be dropped)

	Sept.  7,  19

Oct.  12,  26 

Nov.  16
	In class    Short quizzes will cover the basic ideas & homework problems assigned since the previous quiz or exam.

	
	

	EXAMS -  mandatory

	Sept.  28

Nov.  2

Dec.  2
	In class 

	
	

	FINAL -  mandatory

	Dec  15 @ 8:30 a.m
	Comprehensive



*Attendance at Exams and Quizzes*

There are no make-up exams or quizzes.  Exams/quizzes are to be taken on the day and at the time specified.  

Other arrangements can be made ONLY if your name appears on the official Excused Absence List from the Dean’s Office or I receive a Doctor’s note.

· If you have a legitimate need to be excused, we can work out another earlier time for you to take the test, however you must contact me in advance.

· If you have a serious unanticipated emergency and need to miss an exam, contact me and the dean of students as soon as possible so we can make alternate arrangements.

· If you do not live up to these responsibilities you will receive a zero for that exam.
*Academic Honesty*
Please read Kenyon’s statement “Academic Honesty and Plagiarism” found in Course of Study.  In short, materials submitted for grading must be your own work, that is, not a copy of someone else’s work, even in part or in spirit.

Students Athletes

Fall sport athletes must meet with me in the first week of classes to discuss any conflicts between the class assignments/requirements and the athletic requirements.  Winter sport athletes must meet with me in the first week of practice to discuss any conflicts.  This will allow us to find the best solution to any conflicts.  

Students with Disabilities

If you have a disability and therefore may have need of some type of accommodation(s) in order to fully participate in this class, please feel free to discuss your concerns in private with us and also to self-identify yourself to Erin Salva, Coordinator of Disability Services at PBX 5145 or via email at “salvae@ kenyon.edu”.  Please note that it is mandatory that you see Erin Salva for any accommodations to be given.

Student Activities in the Chemistry Department

The chemistry department sponsors seminars given by outside speakers several times a month, occasional parties, etc.  These events will be announced at the beginning of the class.  We would love to have you attend any or all of these events.
